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Star Trip - Our Faith Awakens
Our church had a
Christmas program
called Star Trip –
Our Faith Awakens!
It was so cool because it was the
Nativity story with a
Star Wars theme. I
shared the verse
Matthew 1:18-25.
“This is how the
birth of Jesus the
Messiah
came
about…” I was really nervous but
God helped me through it. The verse really inspired me because it made me under-

Houston, We Have Lift Off

by J o sh ua Y ama m ur a

stand that God loved me so much
that He would send His Son Jesus to
save me.
My Uncle Norman and Aunty Naomi
were there so I tried my best and felt
confident when I saw them smiling.
Aunty Anne and Mylee my cousin
came too. I thought it was cute when
my baby cousin kept saying “Josh!
Josh!” while I was speaking. I was
kind of embarrassed but it didn’t
bother me because I love her.
I pray that you will be encouraged to
ask God into your life and trust me,
He will make a big difference!

by Luke Yamamura

“That’s one small step for man, one giant leap for
mankind!” Who’s words are these? You guessed it,
it was Neil Armstrong’s. He was the first man to
walk on the moon on July 20,1969. This past April, I
went with my Dad to the Johnson Space Center
in Houston, Texas. It was so interesting to learn
about the history of the space shuttles and all that
astronauts go through. NASA stands for National
Aeronautics Space Administration which is a government organization whose responsibility is to explore space and do research for the public good.
There were several things I learned. The first is that
NASA has launched
over
1,000
unmanned missions and
100 manned missions
into space. One mission that became
popular through the
movies was Apollo
13.
The crew of
Commander Lovell,
Haise and Swigert
was sent to the
moon. However, the
mission failed because their oxygen
tank exploded leav-

2016 Highlights
Gracie is in the 1st grade and
loves to read, sing and dance.
She’s thrilled to have lost her
first tooth!!
Josh our 5th grader enjoys
studying about insects and
amphibians. He makes it a
point to invite creatures from
the yard into our home.
Luke is in the 7th grade and
finished his 2nd marathon. He
enjoys building Legos and helping out in Awana clubs.
Tiffany, a sophomore in High
school, loves to decorate the
house and bake. She enjoys
playing the ukulele and piano.
Coco has been enjoying her
strolls (escapes) around the
neighborhood. She still manages to come home in time for
meals.

ing them with less than
nine hours of oxygen. Fortunately they survived
with the ingenuity of
NASA. They landed safely
using a lunar module designed for only two people. Secondly, I learned that NASA research has led to the development of many new inventions. For example, Light
Emitting Diodes or LED’s have helped patients with minor
muscle and joint pain relief. The infrared thermometer
was also developed to avoid contact with mucous and
prevent possible spread of sickness. Finally, artificial limb
technology reduces friction between the skin and the
artificial limb as well as provides a natural look of skin. I
hope one day others will be able to experience the
Johnson Space Center and learn something new.
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The Great Aloha Run
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b y Ti ffa n y Y a mam u ra

As I run, sweat is dripping down my forehead. I can feel the
sun beaming down on me. My legs feel like noodles and I
ask myself “Why am I doing this in the first place?” I glance
over at the sign and gasp as it reads only 2 miles. Now that
was a little exaggerated; however, I can say running is definitely not my thing, yet here I am. My dad encouraged all
of us to train for the Great Aloha Run. My Uncle Sean and
cousin Ariel also decided to run which made it more fun!
On Presidents Day at 4:30 am, we headed to the starting line
at Aloha Tower. As we walked down the street in town there
were crowds of people. You could feel the energy and excitement (and not just because everyone had Starbucks
coffee). Suddenly a large trumpet sounded as we witnessed
hundreds of army and navy
soldiers march in perfect coordination. The time had come
3,2,1...the starting gun fired and
the crowd was released!
We’re off! Thankfully it was a
cool breezy day. As I looked to
the left I saw Liliha Bakery and
cringed, but fixed my eyes towards the road and kept on
going. Two more miles to go
and all I could think about was
the Teddy’s bigger burger
we’re going to enjoy after. Finally at the last mile, I could

see the Aloha
S t a d i u m
ahead. Hurrying around the
corner,
we
heard cheering and loud
music.
We
crossed
the
finish line and
couldn’t
be
happier! I expected it to be a lot more difficult, but we finished 8
miles in 1 hr 35 mins and I would do it again! We were
caught by surprise when we were stopped by a news
reporter. He interviewed Dad and suddenly the three
of us became camera shy. That evening we landed a
short clip on the news. What made this event most
memorable for me was experiencing it with my family.

Make ‘em Laugh by Josh

New York City Here I Come!
by Johanna Grace Yamamura
I had fun in New York! We went
on a boat ride and then I got to
see the Statue of Liberty. We
climbed and climbed up the
stairs and I saw her really close. I
learned that the statue represents freedom and opportunity.
I looked up and said “Wow
that’s Amazing! Whoever made
it was a hard worker!”
There was so much to do in New
York and we walked a lot!
Mommy took me to Central Park
and we had so much fun playing and going to the zoo. The
subway was cool and we
caught it to see Jeremy Lin play basketball for the Brooklyn
Nets. Daddy took us to see the broadway show Aladdin and
I was so happy to meet Princess Jasmine after the show.
When we went to Trump Tower I met Officer Bou. His job is to

Josh: Mom, how many years have I been in school?
Mom: About 7 years.
Josh: Ok good. I’m ready to retire.
guard the Trump Tower
and he said he remembers
the verse Psalm 91 “He is
my refuge and my fortress
my God in whom I trust.
For He will command His
angels concerning you to
guard you in all your
ways.” He is a really nice
man and he gave me a
special NYPD badge.
I
promised him that I would
pray for him and his officer
friends everyday! They
have a big job since Mr.
Trump is going to be the
President. Please pray for
them to be safe.
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My First Trip to Chicago
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by Joshua Yamamura

My dad took me to Chicago for the first time and I had an
amazing time. My favorite part was the Chicago Cubs
game. We almost caught the ball but someone else got it.
One of the baseball players jumped and caught the ball in
the bleachers! It was an exciting game and the Cubs
won. I was confident in their ability to get to the World Series. I prayed so hard for them to win and even wore my
hat with pride. The Cubs finally won their first World Series
since 1908. I felt so happy and knew they could do it and
they did. Now they are World Series Champs!

Dad and I also
visited Wheaton
College. It was
a fun and educational experience. The campus was a lot
bigger than I
expected. We
went on a tour
of the campus
and I thought it
was a very in-

teresting
place because
of
the history
of
the
school. We
even got
to eat at
the cafeteria and the food was good—I loved the spaghetti!
I could picture myself there in 8 years.
The Chicago Field Museum was an awesome
place to learn. I got to build Legos and saw cool
dinosaur fossils. I learned about coal mining and
how everyday products are made from coal. They
also had a special exhibit of the Terra Cotta Warriors. They had 4 tombs with over 14,000 warriors.
The Emperor had these warriors made because he
thought that in the after life he needed them to
maintain his emperor status. The Emperor believed
this, but I believe that God has a place for us in
Heaven.

Everlasting Love ~ A Night to Remember
by Tiffany Yamamura
One morning, I received a letter in
the mail. To my surprise, it was a special invitation to a Daddy ~ Daughter
prom. I was so in shock and quickly
texted all of my co-op friends, that I
didn't realize it was from my dad. All
the girls were so excited and some
even started shopping for their dresses that night. I went shopping with my
Mom and good friend Shalia and although I took the entire day, I finally
found the perfect dress! After much
anticipation, the day came and we
enjoyed getting ready with the help of our moms. Everyone
arrived at our house beautifully dressed. As we took pictures
outside, we saw a long white limo pull up in our neighborhood.
We thought it was for our neighbor, but we all started screaming as it stopped right in front of our driveway. We hopped
into the glamourous vehicle and couldn’t believe we were riding in an actual limo! We turned up the music and danced to
as many songs as we could until we arrived at our destination
at Koolina. Our dads escorted us to Roy’s Restaurant and

seated us in a private room. The dinner was delicious
and, of course, I saved room for their famous chocolate soufflé. After dinner, the dads planned fun
games and had a special surprise. Our parents put
together a video of many memorable moments we
shared, from our diaper days to sports events to special outings. But the night didn’t end there. We all
drove to our last destination—cosmic bowling. The
fathers didn’t go easy on us, and although we lost, it
was such an enjoyable time. All that the dads put
into this special night shows how much they care and
how loved we are. I’m so thankful to the Lord for
blessing me with such an amazing and loving dad!
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Maui Wowee!
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by Johanna Grace Yamamura
My dad took us to Maui for his work conference. It was really fun and we went to
a luau!! They had this really big pig and
lots of food but I just ate mac & cheese
because I didn’t want to eat the piggy.
I practiced swimming at the pool with
Daddy and this time I wasn’t scared to
swim across by myself. The next day we
went on a boat ride and went to the tiny
island of Lanai. Daddy and Tiff took me
to swim by the reef. I saw 2 yellow fish
and a Parrot fish. When we were on the
boat I saw a huge whale splashing and
baby dolphins, too.

We went to this really old church called Waiola Church. It was
the oldest church in the islands. The missionaries built it in 1823.
It was an important church to the Hawaiian Royal family. I even
got to see the big bell in front of the church but I didn’t ring it.

Cousins Camp 2016

Maui was awesome! My favorite part was swimming
with the fish. I hope we can go back again.

A Lasting Legacy

by Luke Yamamura

What could be better
than fishing and swimming at the beach?
Fishing and swimming
with cousins! This summer, we had our first
cousins camp. For the
whole weekend, Uncle Sean and my Dad
planned different activities like bowling, fishing, hiking, torching, and swimming. My
favorite activity was bowling because in the beginning it was
hard but later on I got spares and 2 strikes! We then went swimming at Shark’s cove. We saw cool fish and my cousin saw an
eel. We had fun jumping off the rocks and landing in the tidepools. The next day we went torching in Kahala. We didn’t
catch any fish because we could barely see anything at night
but it was still fun. At the end of the camp Uncle Sean shared a
devotional about ways to communicate with God - through
prayer, reading the
Bible and people.
Spending time with
family is so special
to me because we
don’t always have
that time together.
I hope we can do
another
cousins
camp next year!

On October 11, 2016 Grandma Kanai went to be with
the Lord at age 98. She leaves a family legacy of
three children, seven grandchildren and thirteen
great-grandchildren. Although we mourn her passing, we have so much to celebrate and remember.
Reflecting back, I have many treasured snapshots of
her laughter and joyful spirit. Whenever we got together or spent time talking over a sushi lunch,
Grandma’s laughter was contagious. She cherished
the simplest things and found humor in everyday life.
One of the many things I will miss about Grandma
was her words of encouragement. She always spoke
well of others, whether it was a story about family or
someone from the past, she never cast others in a
negative light. Thank you Grandma for sharing your
life and loving us. We look forward to one day being
with you in Heaven.
Thank you all for being a part of our lives. We hope
you will have many treasured moments with family
and friends to cherish this Christmas season.
With Love,
Owen, San, Tiffany (15), Luke (12), Joshua (9) & Gracie (6)

