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I hope that all of you had a fantastic Christmas with family and friends, and I 
also hope you opened 2018 with a bang! 
 
Christmas is Rita’s and my favorite holiday. We are so blessed having our chil-
dren and grandchildren right here in the area. It gives us the opportunity to play 
Santa all Christmas day by taking the sleigh from house to house (we get fed 
well too). What a great way to spend the day! And if that wasn’t enough, one of 
our granddaughters got engaged to her boyfriend of seven years! 
 
As I stated earlier, I hope your 2018 started off with a big bang! Speaking of 
starting with a big bang, that seems like just what the markets did, cresting 
25,000 on the Dow. 
 
Congress passed the long-awaited tax reform bill and, from what we have seen, 
it appears that the markets approve.  Optimism seems to be at an all-time high, 
with most analysts predicting a decent 2018. 
 
I am inclined to agree, but I also want to make certain that you think in terms of 
reality. For example, I remember Dow 600 (dating myself) and I certainly re-
member Dow 25,000 and I also remember that we did not get from Dow 600 to 
Dow 25,000 in a straight line. 
 
I don’t want you to think that I am being pessimistic because what I am being is 
realistic. We have a correction coming, but when or how long it will last no one 
knows. Also, how deep it will go no one knows, but it is coming and I want you 
to be prepared. 
 
It is easy to get caught up in the hype of the up market, and it is just as easy to 
get caught up in the hype of a down market, but what is important to remember 
is that investing in the markets is about “time in the markets” not “timing the 
markets”. 
 
The portfolios we have created are doing well but they are designed for “time in 
the market” and I believe their structure is key to your long-term investment 
success. 
 
Will we see Dow 30,000? I believe we will. When, no one knows (I hope in my 
lifetime). But we could also see Dow 23,000 before we see Dow 30,000, and 
that is reality in focus. 
 
Stay optimistic but also stay grounded and don’t let your optimism make you 
lose sight of your long- term investment goals. 
 
Until next time…. 
 
Remember, the only limitations in life are the ones we place on ourselves… 
never limit your dreams! 

 

Wayne C. Maier, BFA™   

CEO  

  

“What is important 

to remember is that 

investing in the   

markets is about 

“time in the markets” 

not “timing the   

markets”.  

Wayne Maier 

Founder & CEO 
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“Filling the bracket”  

This month my article is about two different areas dealing with Social Security. 

The first is a word of caution, and the second is an idea for those who have not 

yet begun receiving benefits to consider.  

  

First, the word of caution…..Often IRA owners will consider converting IRAs 

to Roth IRAs. We see this most when investors are in a low tax bracket and 

have some room before they reach the next tax bracket. The concept is called 

“filling the bracket” and on the surface may make sense.  However, here’s a 

word of caution: be sure you have a competent accountant or CPA review your 

plan to convert your IRA (or some of it) to a Roth to assess what the true im-

pact may be.  In some cases clients may have some uncountable income, such 

as Social Security, or receive credits due to low income.  A conversion can 

have a negative effect beyond tax brackets. We have seen this error time and 

again.  In years past an IRA owner could “re characterize” a Roth IRA, mean-

ing to go back and put the Roth dollars back into the IRA. This option is no 

longer available with the new tax laws. 

 

Now, here’s a better strategy.  Let's use the example of John and Jane Doe, 

where John is going to retire on December 31, 2018.  Let’s also assume that 

John will be at full retirement age 66 in July, 2018. Another assumption is that 

Jane will be 64 at the end of the year, but she will continue to work for another 

year or two.  John's income is significant, while Jane's is more modest, and for 

tax year 2018 they will be in the 22% tax bracket. Since John will be full retire-

ment age this July, he could begin receiving his Social Security benefit and not 

be subject to any of the income limitations.  Once retired, John will use Social 

Security to help offset his income needs in 2019.  John and Jane will be solidly 

in the 12% bracket in 2019.  John is adamant that he wants his Social Security 

benefit in July at his full retirement age of 66 because, in his case, life expec-

tancy is not on his side.  John may want to consider beginning his benefit in 

January of 2019 and take advantage of a little used option.  In January 2019 

John could request that the Social Security Administration consider him retired 

at age 66 and he can ask for a six month retroactive benefit in a lump sum.  By 

doing this he will receive July through December's benefits, while deferring 

that payout until 2019 when he and Jane’s income would be within 12% tax 

bracket.  John would forgo any earned credits from July to January, but in this 

case, he won’t mind.  

 

As always, keep the questions coming,  and have a great 2018 
 

Michael A. Wilcox, ChFC®, RICP®, BFA™   

Senior Vice President 
 
 

Michael Wilcox 

Senior Vice President 



4 

 

Page 4  

 
“Approximately 

30% of Medicare 

beneficiaries are 

not protected by the 

hold harmless 

rule…”  

 

What Will You Pay for Medicare in 2018? 
 
The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) has announced that the 
standard monthly Part B premium in 2018 will remain $134 (or higher, depend-
ing on your income). In 2017, most Medicare beneficiaries who received Social 
Security benefits paid a lower monthly premium ($109, on average). However, 
this is likely to change in 2018. 
 
Due to a provision in the Social Security Act called the “hold harmless” rule, 
Medicare premiums for existing beneficiaries can’t increase faster than their So-
cial Security benefits. Over the past few years, Social Security benefits didn’t 
increase must because of low or no cost-of-living increases. However, there will 
be a 2% cost-of-living increase for Social Security benefits in 2018. This in-
crease will cause more people to pay higher monthly Medicare Part B premiums, 
closer to the standard ($134) amount. The Social Security Administration (SSA) 
will tell you the exact amount of your Part B premium in 2018. 
 
Approximately 30% of Medicare beneficiaries are not protected by the hold 
harmless rule and may pay the standard premium or more for Medicare Part B. 
You fall into the group if: 
 
 You enroll in Part B for the first time in 2018. 
 You don’t get Social Security benefits. 
 You’re directly billed for your Part B premiums (the premiums aren’t taken 

out of your Social Security benefits). 
 You have Medicare and Medicaid pays your premiums. 
 Your modified adjusted gross income (AGI), as reported on your federal in-

come tax return for two years ago, is about a certain amount.* 
 
The tables below show the Part B premium that applies if you’re in the above 
group. 
 
2017 

 

 
 

Beneficiaries who 

file an individual 

income tax return 

with income that 

is: 

Beneficiaries who 

file a joint income 

tax return with in-

come that is: 

Beneficiaries who 

file an income tax 

return as married 

filing separately 

with income that 

is: 

Monthly premi-

um in 2017 

$85,000 or less $170,000 or less $85,000 or less $137 

Above $85,000 up 

to $107,000 

Above $170,000 

up to $214,000 

N/A $187.50 

Above $107,000 

up to $160,000 

Above $214,000 

up to $320,000 

N/A $267.90 

Above $160,000 

up to $214,000 

Above $320,000 

up to $428,000 

Above $85,000 up 

to $129,000 

$348.30 

Above $214,000 Above $428,000 Above $129,000 $428.60 

Stanley Dombrowski 

Managing Partner 
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2018 

*Beneficiaries with higher incomes have paid higher Medicare Part B premiums since 2007. To determine if 

you’re subject to income-related premiums, the SSA uses the most recent federal tax return provided by the 

IRS. Generally, the tax return you filed in 2017 (based on 2016 income) will be used to determine if you will 

pay an income-related premium in 2018. You can contact the SSA at (800)772-1213 if you now have infor-

mation to report that might change the determination and lower your premium. For example, you lost your 

job and your income has decrease, or you’ve filed an amended income tax return. 

 

Other Medicare costs 

 

Other Medicare Part A and Part B costs in 2018 include the following: 

 

 The annual Medicare Part B deductible for Original Medicare will be $183, the same as in 2017. 

 The monthly Medicare Part A (hospital insurance) premium for those who need to buy coverage costs up 

to $422, up from $413 in 2017. However, most people don’t pay a premium for Medicare Part A. 

 The Medicare Part A deductible for inpatient hospitalization will be $1,340, up from $1,316 in 2017. 

Beneficiaries will pay an additional daily coinsurance amount of $335 for days 61 through 90, up from 

$329 in 2017, and $670 for stays beyond 90 days, up from $658 in 2017. 

 Beneficiaries in skilled nursing facilities will pay a daily coinsurance amount of $167.50 for days 21 

through 100 in benefit period, up from $164.50 in 2017. 

 

To view the Medicare fact sheet announcing these and other figures, visit medicare.gov. 

 

For more information on costs and benefits related to Social Security and Medicare, visit socialsecurity.gov 

and    medicare.gov. 

 
Stanley L.S. Dombrowski, BFA™   

Managing Partner  

Beneficiaries who file an in-

dividual income tax return 

with income that is: 

  

Beneficiaries who file a joint 

income tax return with in-

come that is: 

Beneficiaries who file an in-

come tax return as married 

filing separately with income 

that is: 

Monthly pre-

mium in 2018 

$85,000 or less $170,000 or less $85,000 or less $134 

Above $85,000 up to 

$107,000 

Above $170,000 up to 

$214,000 

N/A $187.50 

Above $107,000 up to 

$133,500 

Above $214,000 up to 

$267,000 

N/A $267.90 

Above $133,500 up to 

$160,000 

Above $265,000 up to 

$320,000 

N/A $348.30 

Above $160,000 Above $320,000 Above $85,000 $428.60 
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“Proper estate 

planning is a vital 

part of financial 

planning and can 

make things much 

easier for loved 

ones left to settle 

your estate.” 

 

Estate Planning 101 

 

Estate planning is an important part of financial planning for so many reasons.  

Proper estate planning can certainly make a very difficult time a little less diffi-

cult for loved ones who may be charged with handling your affairs when you are 

gone.  Proper planning can help expedite the process, avoid probate and help en-

sure your assets transfer to their intended beneficiaries as seamlessly as possible.   

 

Here are five key estate planning documents we all may need, regardless of age, 

health, or wealth. 

 

Durable Power of Attorney: 

 

A durable Power Of Attorney (POA) can help protect your property in the event 

you become physically unable or mentally incompetent to handle financial mat-

ters.  If you don’t have proper documents in place and somebody to look after 

your financial affairs when you are unable to, it may become costly and very 

time consuming for those trying to help you with your affairs.  There are a couple 

types of durable powers of attorney, immediate and springing.  A springing pow-

er of attorney does not become effective until you have been deemed incapacitat-

ed, whereas immediate is effective immediately.  

  

Advance Medical Directives: 

 

Advance medical directives let others know what medical treatment you would 

want or allows others to make medical decisions on your behalf if you are unable 

to do so.  Without such documents, medical providers must take steps to prolong 

your life using artificial means, if necessary, for an indefinite amount of time 

which may be days, weeks, months or even years with advancing technology. 

Will: 

 

Having a will allows you to name a person (an executor) to handle and settle 

your affairs.  It also allows you to name a guardian for your minor children.  If 

you don’t take the time to establish a will, the state will assign someone on your 

behalf.  You can also specify how you would like your assets to be disbursed, 

however, probate may still be required to handle the disposition unless your as-

sets are passing through beneficiary designations or if your assets are jointly 

held.  

 

Letter of instruction: 

 

A letter of instruction or a testamentary letter is an informal document that typi-

cally accompanies your will and outlines your personal thoughts, wishes and di-

rections such as your burial wishes etc.     

 

 

Gregory Dahlberg 

Senior Vice President 
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Living trust: 

 

A living trust or a revocable living trust is a separate legal entity you create to own property such as your 

home, real estate or your investments.  The primary function of creating a trust is to avoid probate and, in 

many cases, to expedite the settling of your estate.  It can also be helpful in controlling distributions to your 

named beneficiaries over time if you feel your beneficiaries may not be in a position to handle inheriting a 

lump sum of assets at a time when they may not be emotionally ready to handle them.  If any of your bene-

ficiaries have special needs, this also can be addressed by creating a special needs trust or provisions. 

 

If you haven’t yet created an estate plan, I encourage you to meet with a qualified estate planning attorney 

to discuss your personal situation and the types of documents that are right for you based on your circum-

stances.  If you have put an estate plan in place, it’s important to have it reviewed by a qualified estate 

planning attorney to be sure the trust remains current with your wishes and current tax laws.  It’s also im-

portant to periodically review the beneficiaries that are named on all of your assets (bank accounts, invest-

ments, life insurance, health savings plans, real estate) to be sure they remain current with your wishes and 

that your assets remain properly titled to your trust. 

 

Also, periodically review your documents to be sure your POA is current and that any successor trustees 

and any named guardians for your minor children remain current with your wishes.  Proper estate planning 

is a vital part of financial planning and can make things much easier for loved ones left to settle your estate. 

 

Until next time….  

 

 
Gregory Dahlberg, BFA™   
Senior Vice President 
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“. . . we now have a 

new set of rules 

when it comes to 

income tax.”  

 

Unless you’ve been on a deserted island for the last few months, you’re proba-

bly aware that we now have a new set of rules when it comes to income tax.  

The “Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017” was signed into law by President Trump 

in late December and much of it went into effect January 1, 2018.  A summary 

of what happened during the last couple of months in 2017 goes something like 

this:  

 

In early November, the House of Representatives passed their version of a tax 

reform bill.  Not long afterwards, the Senate passed their version of a tax reform 

bill.  Ultimately, they came to a compromise and passed a bill they could both 

live with.  After it went to the House to be approved and signed, the Senate got 

it and found some technicalities that needed to be changed so it went back to the 

House to be approved and signed again.  Finally in mid-December, it was 

passed by both the House and the Senate and President Trump signed it the 

week before Christmas.  Enough to give you whiplash – right?   

 

The reason I bring this timeline up is because there has been a ton of infor-

mation published about the various versions of the reform bill.  After it was 

signed by President Trump I sent out an email summarizing some of the more 

common details for individual taxpayers and some tax planning tips to do before 

the end of the year.  Here is a summary, with a few more details, for anyone 

who may not have received the email – since the end of the year has passed, I 

have not included the planning tips.  

Effective for the 2018 tax year: 

 

 The tax rate schedules have changed.  The rates we’ll continue to use for the 

2017 returns are 10%, 15%, 25%, 28%, 33%, 35%, and 39.6%. Starting with 

the 2018 return the rates will be  

10%, 12%, 22%, 24%, 32%, 35% and 37%.  These rates are dependent on 

filing status and “taxable income”. 

 Taxpayers who don’t itemize deductions will have the following increased 

standard deduction based on filing status:   

Married filing joint = $24,000 Head of Household = $18,000 All other sta-

tuses = $12,000 

The additional amounts for being 65 or older and/or blind will continue to 

be added to the filing status standard deduction. 

 There are several changes to itemized deductions. 

 Medical, dental, optical, and health insurance expenses will continue 

to be deductible but there is a change for 2017 and 2018 only.  In the 

past medical expenses had to be over 7.5% of your adjusted gross in-

come (AGI) before you could use even one dollar.  This was in-

creased to 10% of AGI when the Affordable Health Care Act went 

into effect.  For 2017 and 2018 only, the 7.5% of AGI has been rein-

stated.   
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 The deduction for taxes paid has been capped at a maximum of $10,000 combined total per year.  

This includes state and local taxes, sales tax, real estate tax, etc.  (This does not apply to any 

type of business tax deduction on a business tax return.) 

 The mortgage interest deduction for home equity loans has been eliminated. 

 The charitable deduction limit of 50% of AGI per year has been increased to 60% per year. 

 The deduction for personal casualty and theft losses has been eliminated for all losses except 

when the loss is due to a federally declared disaster. 

 All miscellaneous itemized deductions that are subject to the 2% of AGI reduction have been 

eliminated.  This includes employee business expenses (union dues, tools, mileage, etc.) and 

personal investment and tax preparation related expenses.  

 The personal and dependent exemption allowances have been eliminated.  This leaves a bit of a quan-

dary for states such as Michigan, that give allowances for each personal and dependent exemption 

listed on the federal return.   Governor Snyder is aware of this, and is working with the Michigan 

Treasury Department to make sure Michigan taxpayers don’t pay additional tax due to the federal ex-

emption change. 

 The moving expense deduction has been eliminated for everyone except military personal. 

 The child tax credit for children under 17 has been expanded from $1,000 to $2,000 and the phase-out 

range increased from $110,000 to $400,000 for the married filing joint status and from $75,000 to 

$200,000 for all other filing statuses. 

 There is an additional temporary $500 nonrefundable credit for other qualifying dependents who are 

not qualifying children. 

 Section 529 plan distributions can now be used for public, private, religious, and elementary or sec-

ondary school tuition expenses, as well as some home schooling expenses.  There is a limit of $10,000 

per student for non-college distributions. 

 For tax years after 2017, the rule that allows a conversion from a traditional IRA to a Roth IRA to be 

recharacterized back to a traditional IRA has been repealed. 

 The qualified dividends and long-term capital gains rates and the deduction for teacher supplies did not 

change in the final tax reform bill. 

 

Since the standard deduction will be almost double for 2018, and due to the changes in itemized deduc-

tions, many people will no longer be able to itemize deductions.  This should be a tax planning issue and 

topic of conversation with your tax advisor when it’s time to file your 2017 tax returns.  

 

Changes beginning in 2019: 

 

 Alimony paid will no longer be deductible and alimony received will no longer be taxable.  This only 

applies to new divorce agreements or agreements modified after December 31, 2018. 

 The penalty for not having health insurance has been eliminated.  However, the Act leaves intact the 

3.8% net investment income tax and the 0.9% additional Medicare tax on higher incomes. 

 

Due to the tax rate changes and the elimination of personal and dependent exemption allowances, the fed-

eral withholding tables will be changing sometime in February.  The IRS has stated they are revising the 

tables in a way that won’t make it necessary for most people to fill out new W4 forms for federal with-

holding.  I’m not saying that I don’t trust the IRS but this makes me more than a little leery.  Once the new  
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tables are published, it should be another discussion to have with your tax advisor – especially if you have 

taxable income that doesn’t have tax withholding.  It would be a good idea to bring your most recent pay 

stub(s) with year-to-date information with you to your tax appointment. 

 

I’ve only touched on a few details of the individual changes in the tax reform bill.  Unless there is an ex-

tension or elimination of these changes, they are set to revert back to pre-2018 rules after 2025.  The busi-

ness changes are too numerous and detailed for this short newsletter but they are currently set to be perma-

nent.  Please talk to your tax advisor if you have questions.   

 

In the meantime, it was 7 degrees this morning when I came in to work.  Whoever made Mother Nature 

mad, please apologize! 

 

Gail M. Doane, EA 
Tax Specialist 
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“Bitcoin, part 2…” 

Joseph Maier 

Vice President 

Bitcoin, part 2… 
 
I had so much fun talking about Bitcoin in our last newsletter, I thought I would 
bring it up one more time. 
 
Let’s change the topic to Cryptocurrency rather than just Bitcoin.  Although 
Bitcoin is the largest exchange of cryptocurrency to date, there are many other 
currencies out there with similar dynamic. 
How can you obtain cryptocurrency? You can exchange most, if not all, differ-
ent world currencies or you can perform job tasks for some of the exchanges or 
privately held companies and be potentially paid in cryptocurrency. 
 
Some exchanges and companies will hire computer techs to write different codes 
and reward them with cryptocurrency if the code is usable. If it is not usable, the 
tech may get paid nothing. 
 
What about the term “Blockchain”?  Because cryptocurrency doesn’t use a 
banking system, a recordkeeping system has been created to keep track of trans-
actions.  The Blockchain is a live record of transactions with users updating the 
same chain simultaneously without anyone actually having to open a document, 
make changes, save changes and send the document to another person.  Every-
one can see the chain in real time with the changes being made from multiple 
users.  Where is this information stored?  Good question.  The Blockchain 
doesn’t really exist in anyone place, rather, it is hosted by every linked computer 
that is updating the information. 
 
Although I have not changed my opinion on the speculative nature of cryptocur-
rency, the Blockchain technology may prove itself to be an extremely revolu-
tionary way of processing all kinds of tasks in multiple business worlds.  
 
Back to cryptocurrency.  What is causing the extreme volatility?  The main rea-
son is the consumer or owner of the currency.  Many owners of cryptocurrency 
are treating it as an equity or a stock of a company.  It seems to me that they are 
expecting it to increase in value due to some new product line or ground break-
ing discovery, forgetting the fact that it is just another form of currency. Also, 
the news attention about cryptocurrency, real or fake, causes them to either ex-
change in or out, seeking reward or safety.   
 
I don’t believe that cryptocurrency is a fad, but it certainly needs major stability 
before it can be viewed as a real way of using our spending dollars.  Today it 
comes off as the way to get rich quick, and unless you know that you are ready 
for some wild rides in value, you should be very cautious with any of the digital 
currencies that are available to purchase. 
 
Joseph W. Maier, RICP®, BFA™   

Vice President 
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We are extremely proud of Rita!  

Please join us in congratulating Rita Maier on her recent honor.  

She has been awarded The Dick & Carol Hardy Community Service Award.  

Mlive article Jan. 11 2018 

 

At the Toni & Trish House, a hospice residence in 

Auburn, no one dies alone. 

 

Rita Maier takes that mission statement to heart, 

perhaps better than anyone. 

 

After starting as a volunteer at the hospice in 2010 

and then using the training she received there to 

take care of her dying brother, Maier, 71, is a reg-

ular face at the home, talking to guests during their 

final days of life and comforting their families as 

they cope with their impending loss. 

 

And when she's not volunteering at the hospice, she's helping first grade students learn to read at Bangor 

Central Elementary, working with the homeless at the Good Samaritan Rescue Mission and assisting women 

in crisis deal with an unplanned pregnancy as part of a program called Beacon of Hope. 

 

For her efforts, Maier is the 22nd recipient of the Dick & Carol Hardy Community Improvement Award. 

 

The award is named for the late Dick Hardy, who worked for more than 33 years as a Bay City Times pho-

tographer, copy editor, news editor and senior news editor, and his wife Carol, who spent years teaching chil-

dren how to swim at the YMCA. Dick Hardy died in 1996; Carol Hardy died in November, at which time her 

name was added to the award. MLive-The Bay City Times gives the award annually to someone who exem-

plifies commitment to and pride in the community.  

 

"I am very humbled by all of this -- I don't like being in the limelight," Maier said in an interview this week. 

"I am very blessed to be able to offer my services to these organizations. As many people say, and I agree 

with, I get more out of this than what I contribute." 

 

She was nominated by Jo Ellen Strieter, associate director of the Toni and Trish House. 

 

"It is so phenomenal that one person -- one volunteer -- can do so much for so many organizations," Strieter 

wrote in her nomination letter. 

 

Tony & Trish House 

 

Now in its 10th year, the Toni & Trish House is a nonprofit hospice home with three bedrooms available to 

the terminally ill at no cost. The house is named for Antoinette "Toni" Waskevich, who died in a car crash at 

the age of 52, and Pat "Trish" McKelvey, who died from cancer in 2005 at the age of 75. 
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When Maier first got involved with the home in 2010, she only wanted to help clean rooms and run errands 

for the guests. 
 

"I remember saying that I can't deal with people who are dying," she said. 
 

But one day, a care coordinator asked Maier to help turn a guest. She started talking with that person and 

became hooked on helping the guests. 
 

If a person is cognizant, she visits and talks to them about their families and their life. She sings songs with 

them, prays with them, cooks with them. If a guest wants to spend time with their cat or dog, she helps make 

that happen. 
 

It's the diversity of guests and their outlook on life that keeps her coming back. 
 

In 2013, longtime area broadcaster Dave Shore was at the Toni & Trish House for a couple weeks after 

fighting a lengthy battle with non-Hodgkin lymphoma. Shore worked for Maier's husband, Wayne, who 

founded Maier and Associates Financial Group. 
 

"I walked into his room one day and asked him how he was doing and he looked out the window and told 

me that it's going to be a beautiful day," Maier said. "I thought to myself, this man is dying and all he sees 

right now is a beautiful day. I was flabbergasted. I hope I have that same attitude when my time comes." 
 

Maier also remembers a unique encounter with a guest the morning after someone died in the home. 
 

"I walked into the room and he told me that someone passed away last night," she said. "I said, 'Oh, you 

knew about that?' He said, 'I knew someone passed away because two people dressed in white came into my 

room and looked at me and they said we've got the wrong room and then they left.' He swears that's what he 

saw and I now believe there are angels. It was really moving." 
 

For the past year, Maier has served as president of the board for the Toni & Trish House. The board is soon 

to launch a capital campaign to add three more bedrooms to the house. Those plans were announced at the 

organization's fundraiser in October. 
 

'Grandma Rita' 
 

For the past three years, Maier has been a reading volunteer at Bangor Central Elementary, helping out each 

Tuesday morning for two hours to listen to students read. 
 

"Although that doesn't seem like a lot, Rita does much more than sit and listen to students read," said Lori 

Taglauer, a first grade teacher at the school. "Rita gets to know each student throughout the year and creates 

a bond with some of the students that brings them back to see her each year." 
 

The students know her affectionately as Grandma Rita.  
 

"And let me tell you, first graders have more information that you want to know," Maier said with a laugh. 

"I love helping the kids out. They read to me, I can help with them any hard words and I'd like to think 

they're better readers afterwards." 
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Thank you to all you wonderful clients and friends who expressed your con-

gratulations to me for recently receiving the Dick and Carol Hardy Commu-

nity Improvement Award. I am humbled to be the recipient of this notable 

award. And I am blessed to be in a position where I am able to do the volun-

teer work that I am involved in. As the saying goes, “I get more out of this 

work than I give.”  Also, I couldn’t do my volunteer work without Wayne’s 

support. He never complains when I am working on a volunteer project at 

home or if I’m gone from the house when he is home. He has eaten many 

dinners consisting of a bowl of oatmeal or Cheerios. As he often tells me, he 

is my biggest cheerleader. Thank you again to all you clients and friends for 

your congratulatory messages. 

 

 

Rita Maier 

Director of Compliance   
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Good Samaritan Rescue Mission and more 

 

At the Good Samaritan Rescue Mission in Bay City, Maier volunteers as a receptionist, greeting those who 

are staying at the home as they come and go. 

 

"She is the first person someone speaks to when they call or stop at the front door on Thursday mornings 

and always has a kind smile and encouraging words to offer all who cross her path," said Jill Bair, director 

of volunteer efforts at the shelter. 

 

"I really feel sad for these people at Christmas, because no one wants to be in a homeless shelter at Christ-

mas, but at the same time, being able to talk to these people throughout the year -- I get so much out of it," 

Maier said. "There's a lot of good in these people and you just hope they can make it." 

 

Maier also founded "Just for Kids," the charitable wing of Maier and Associates. She's also a former mem-

ber of the Diocese of Saginaw Finance Committee and a CAN Council volunteer. 

 

"There's a lot of good in this community," she said. "I'm just trying to do my part." 

Rita Maier 

Director of Compliance 
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Ingredients: 
 

 500 grams | 1 pound ground Italian 

sausage (or ground chicken, turkey 

or beef), browned* 

 1 brown onion , chopped 

 2 large carrots , chopped 

 2 stalks celery , chopped 

 4 cloves garlic , minced 

 1 tablespoon Italian seasoning 

 2 teaspoon beef bouillon powder (or 

chicken) 

 1/2 teaspoon salt 

 4 cups beef broth (or chicken or 

vegetable broth -- I use low sodium) 

 1/4 cup cornstarch mixed and dis-

solved in 1/4 cup water 

 3 x 340 gram | 12-ounce cans full fat 

evaporated milk or half and half 

 1 x 340 gram | 12 ounce packet three 

cheese tortellini  

 5 cups fresh baby spinach 

 1 cup milk 

Directions: 
 

 
 

 

1. Place the browned sausage, onion, carrots, celery, garlic, Italian seasoning, beef bouillon powder, salt, and broth in a 6 -

quart / litre slow cooker bowl. Cover and cook on high for 4 hours or low for 7 hours.  

2. Uncover and skim any fat that is sitting on the top of the soup with a spoon; discard. Stir in the cornstarch mixture with 

the evaporated milk (or half and half or cream). Add the tortellini and mix well. Cover again and cook on HIGH heat 

setting for a further 45 minutes until the soup has thickened, and the tortellini is soft and cooked through.  

3. Add in the spinach, pressing the leaves down to completely submerse into the liquid. Cover again for a further 5 -10 

minutes until the leaves have wilted. 

4. Pour in milk in 1/3 cup increments, as needed, to reach your desired thickness and consistency (I needed 1 cup); taste test 

and season with extra salt ONLY if needed, and pepper to suit your tastes.  

5. Serve with crusty warmed bread 

Creamy Tortellini Soup 

Crock-pot  

Recipes 

Apple Cinnamon Cobbler 

       Directions: 
1. Spray large slow cooker with cooking spray. Add apple slices, sugar and 1/2 teaspoon of the cinnamon; toss. 

2. In large bowl, mix dry cake mix and remaining 1/4 teaspoon ground cinnamon. Cut in butter with pastry blender or two knives 

until size of small peas. Dump on top of apple mixture. 

3. Cover; cook on High heat setting 2 1/2 to 3 hours or until fruit is bubbling and cobbler topping is light golden brown. Serve 

immediately with whipped cream. 

Ingredients: 
 

 6 cups sliced peeled apples  

 ½ cup sugar  

 ¾ teaspoon ground cinnamon 

 1 box Betty Crocker™ SuperMoist™ 

yellow cake mix (dry)  

 ½ cup cold butter, cut into cubes 

 Whipped cream, if desired  
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 Maier & Associates Financial Group, Inc. 

5982 Westside Saginaw Rd. 

Bay City, MI 48706 

Sudoku:  

Phone (989)684-8500 * Toll Free (800)282-4503 * Fax (989)684-0638 * Website www.maierandassociates.com 

5982 Westside Saginaw Rd. 

Bay City, MI 48706 

213 East Main 

Gaylord, MI 49735 

319 Lake Street 

Roscommon, MI 48653 

Puzzle  Answer  

 

At Maier & Associates Financial Group, we work hard to set up a personalized long-term in-

vestment strategy for our clients that will give them the best chance at achieving their financial 

goals. We do not believe in a “set it and forget it” policy. Instead our investment philosophy is 

to create an open dialogue of shared ideas and a mutual understanding of our clients’ goals and 

objectives. 

 

Additionally, we also like to help our clients rebalance during turbulent markets – we believe it 

is our mission to attempt to keep investors from making irrational decisions during times of fear 

and greed. We do this by using a complex tracking system that watches market trends, and 

using the indicators to keep our clients from making regrettable decisions as to when and where 

money is invested. 

 

Another critical part of the M & A Group Investment Philosophy is taking the time to get to 

know our clients’ personalities and needs – communication is our most important tool! By 

clearly understanding and constantly reevaluating our clients’ comfort levels with investment 

risk vs. portfolio performance expectations, we can develop a strategic and personalized invest-

ing plan. 

 

By doing this, we not only build strong portfolios, we also create strong client/advisor relation-

ships. While there is no foolproof investment strategy that can guarantee against loss, we prom-

ise to work hard to create a strategy that is strong and tailored to your financial goals/needs. 

Securities offered through Securities America Inc., member FINRA/SIPC.  Advisory services offered through  

Securities America Advisors, Inc.  Securities America and Maier & Associates are unaffiliated. Tax services offered through Maier & 

Associates Accounting Services, Inc. Maier  & Associates Financial Group does not provide legal advice.  


