
 

The BASE—Success Lives Here Receives $10,000 MassMutual 

Foundation Grant 

 

 

Boston, Date – The BASE—Success Lives Here, has received a $10,000 

grant from the MassMutual Foundation as part of a national 

Community Service Award (CSA) program. The BASE is one of 

twenty-two organizations nationally to receive an award. The 

MassMutual Foundation made the grant as a tribute to the volunteer 

efforts of John Navien, a MassMutual agent with Navien Financial, 

LLC in Boston, MA.   

 

“We are stronger when we come together as a community, and our 

Community Service Awards program recognizes a group of 

MassMutual financial professionals who embody this spirit, working 

with members of their respective neighborhoods, towns and cities, 

helping nonprofits with which they are involved grow and thrive,” 

said Dennis Duquette, Head of MassMutual Community Responsibility 

and President of the MassMutual Foundation.   “We are proud of the 

time and energy John dedicates to better his community and 

delighted to support the great work MassMutual financial 

professionals do with organizations across the country.” 

 

The BASE operates a premier national urban youth academy that 

combines sports and academic opportunities with a methodology 

built on belief, love and hope.  While imparting values of excellence, 

resilience, respect and hard work to its student athletes, it is shifting 

the national mindset about what is possible for urban youth and re-

imagining their pathways to success. 

Founder and President of The BASE, Robert Lewis, Jr. shared, “We are 

grateful to be the recipient of this grant which recognizes the 

commitment and volunteer support of John Navien. Funds from this 

generous grant will be used to support academic and career 

programing for The BASE student athletes.”  



 

John has been with Navien Financial for 15 years, as a subsidiary of 

Baystate Financial since 2014. He has been committed to The BASE 

since the beginning of 2017 and has dedicated his time to making 

appropriate connections and partnerships in support of the 

organizations growth.  

 

“I am very pleased that my dedication to The BASE has been 

recognized by the MassMutual Foundation,” said John “This grant will 

provide much needed funding to continue supporting the youth in 

lower income areas in the community through programming that 

these children would not have had exposure to simply because of 

the zip code they were born into. The BASE can push their ongoing 

effort to create comm-UNITY within groups of children that never 

existed before.”  
 

### 

 

 

About the MassMutual Foundation 

The MassMutual Foundation strives to broaden economic opportunity for America's 

youth and their families by investing in financial education for middle and high school 

students across the United States and economic development and education locally in 

Springfield, Mass. The Foundation is a reflection of MassMutual’s longstanding 

dedication to corporate citizenship and its unwavering commitment to the 

communities in which we do business. To learn more about the MassMutual Foundation 

please visit www.massmutual.com/responsibility. 

 

About MassMutual 

 

MassMutual is a leading mutual life insurance company that is run for the benefit of its 

members and participating policyowners. MassMutual offers a wide range of financial 

products and services, including life insurance, disability income insurance, long term 

care insurance, annuities, retirement plans and other employee benefits. For more 

information, visit www.massmutual.com. 
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