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This new financial planning tool will allow us to, among 
other things:

• Build more comprehensive plans with accurate,  
up-to-date information in real time;

• Revise plans and create multiple “what if” scenarios… 
right in front of clients;

• Compare different plan options and recommendations; 
and

• Provide a platform for online client meetings for 
flexibility or for those clients that cannot easily travel 
to our office. 

Furthermore, this tool finally gives us the chance to offer 
something many of our clients have been requesting for 
a long time – a personal financial website including 
mobile access. This Client Portal, which is both private 
and secure, can be used by clients to track and update 
their complete financial picture in one place.

With the Client Portal, clients can:

• See real time balances on all of their financial accounts;

• Track their budget and spending habits;

• Safely and securely store documents that they can 
access remotely; and

• Communicate and share information with Kemp 
Harvest that is more protected than even encrypted 
email.

For some of our clients, the thought of new technology 
can be daunting. We understand. That’s why we searched 
diligently until we found a solution that was as easy-to-
use as it was safe and private. It is also flexible, so clients 
are free to engage it only as far as they are comfortable 
with it. However, we are convinced that once clients see 
the benefits they will be as excited to use it as we are! And, 
as always, we 
are here to 
answer any 
questions and 
help each 
client set up 
their own 
Client Portal.

We look 
forward to 
seeing you 
at your next 
appointment 
so we can 
begin to show 
you all of the 
exciting tools, 
reports and features. 

And for those of you who just can’t wait… you don’t 
have to. Simply contact us and we’ll be happy to help you 
get started right away. ♦

Introducing: Client Portal
      We are pleased to announce that we will be introducing new financial planning tools and reports this year. While 
we are very proud of the tools and reports we have used until now – many that we have developed ourselves internally 
– we also recognized the need to utilize technology more effectively to allow us to be more interactive with our clients 
and more quickly and easily compare and evaluate different financial scenarios.
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Whether you live close to your means or have substantial financial resources, a budget can serve as the foundation 
for a family savings program. It can provide an effective tool to help control both personal and household expenses, 
thus freeing up income that you can redirect toward your family’s future. How does a budget accomplish these goals?  
Consider the following:

1. By putting your family’s actual expenses down on paper, a budget may reveal an inefficient or ineffective 
use of your family’s financial resources.

2. Once you see where your money is going, a budget can encourage you and your family to conserve your 
financial resources or spend them more wisely.

3. A budget can assist you in anticipating financial problems that might otherwise arise from your present 
spending habits, thus allowing you to take corrective action to prevent difficulties before they occur.

4. Equally important, a budget may alert you to the need to develop alternative courses of action to achieve 
your family’s financial goals.

5. A budget can also help motivate you and your family to stick to a savings plan once you’ve committed 
yourselves to it.

6. Finally, a budget can help you evaluate and measure your progress toward meeting your family’s long-
range financial objectives. ♦
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Kemp Harvest Out & About

6 Reasons to Consider A Budget

The Kemp Team had a great afternoon celebrating our own version 
of the Winter Olympics - with bowling! Pictured: Candis, Nancy, 

Aubrey, Heather, Todd, David, Marci, and Leigh.

The ladies of Kemp had a great evening at Conquering 
Cuisine in Doylestown. Pictured: Mary and her daughter 
Alana, Leigh, Aubrey, Diane and her sister, Donna, and 

Heather and her mom, Marty.
Hard to believe, but sometimes we leave the office! We had a great time celebrating our own Winter Olympics, even 
awarding Bronze, Silver and Gold, shortly followed by a girls’ trip to a local cooking school. We love team-building!  ♦
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Bulls & Bears 101
          Every investor knows that his or her portfolio 
is at least partially at the mercy of the market itself, 
with overall market conditions playing a huge 
role in general gains and losses. Most investors 
have probably heard the terms “bull market” and 
“bear market” used to describe these conditions, 
but not all of them truly understand the difference 
between the two, or what to do when a bear market 
hits. Investors at any level should take note of 
these distinctions to make good investments and 
properly manage a portfolio as the market shifts 
over time.

continues on next page
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The difference between the two types of markets is quite 
simple: 
• A bull market is one in which stocks are on the 

rise, appreciating in value and signaling a sustained 
economic uptick.

• A bear market, by contrast, is a declining market in 
which the economy struggles and unemployment 
rates begin to rise.

It takes little examination to conclude that a bull market 
tends to be fairly comfortable and prosperous for 
investors, while a bear market can leave investors feeling 
a bit anxious. What should an investor do when faced 
with a declining market?
The first challenge when facing a bear market is 
recognizing it. Because short-term trends can’t predict 
whether the overall market will continue to rise or fall, it 
can take a sharp eye and a keen investor’s instinct to be 
truly confident in one’s moves when looking at a short 
interval of time. 
Fortunately, most economists agree that this determination 
can be made by a percent change in multiple indexes. If 
the change is at least 20% in either direction (rising or 
falling), the market can more safely be declared bear or 
bull. Depending on how long an investor is willing to 
ride out the trend befor making gut decisions, selling 
and buying comes at the risk of the market trending the 
opposite direction in the long term. The outcomes of such 
decisions sometimes feel arbitrary, making the old idiom 

of “playing the stock market” all too accurate.
Bear markets aren’t caused by any one thing. Since the 
1950s, there have been nine bear markets brought on by a 
variety of issues. Some bear markets follow major political 
occurrences (formation of alliances, military actions, 
changes in federal financial regulations, etc.). Others are 
brought on by a combination of economic forces, including 
rapidly rising stock prices and their impact on investors’ 
decisions (the dot-com and housing bubble bursts, for 
example). Perhaps most interestingly, a bear market may 
even be brought on by the social consensus of investors 
themselves due to something called “investor psychology.” 
For example, some investors may be compelled to sell 
when others are selling and buy when others are buying. 
By jumping on the proverbial bandwagon and following 
others’ lead, investors can create a swirl of activity that 
drastically affects the market, even if things had actually 
been going rather smoothly.
Some small consolation to all this is that bear markets 
are usually shorter, lasting around 15-18 months - a 
mere fraction of the average duration of a bull market. 
Despite their shorter length, however, average losses are 
typically around 40%, making the task of surviving even 
a particularly brief bear market seem like an investor’s 
nightmare. The question is: should the average investor 
remain invested when a bear market rears its ugly head?
If you’ve got the staying power, sticking it out in a down 
market can be well worth it. If you are investing with a 
long time horizon, especially, you can afford to be a bit 



When did you start working at Kemp Harvest? October 2014.
Where did you grow up? Sellersville, Pennsylvania.
What do you do for fun? I enjoy hanging out with friends and family, 
watching TV, reading, going to the gym, knitting and crocheting.
What is your favorite part of the job? I love being able to help 
clients by working with the advisors to create financial plans. 
What is one thing on your bucket list? I want to visit all fifty 
states. ♦
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more aggressive with your moves, as it allows more time 
to make up for short-term losses. If you lose an average of 
40% over the course of 15-18 months but have 10-15 years 
left until your target of retirement, you have a significant 
amount of time to potentially make up those losses and 
continue to gain. Of course, 40% loss is relative to the size 
of your investments and the strength of your portfolio; 
losing 40% of a relatively small portfolio can seem much 
more damaging than losing 40% of a rather large one.
It’s important to briefly note here the relationship and 
distinction between a bear market and a recession. While 
bear markets are sometimes accompanied by a recession, 
a recession is an economic trait, classified by at least two 
consecutive quarters of negative growth in the GDP. A 
bear market, on the other hand, is a market trait, generally 

EmployeeSpotlight
Meet our Lead Paraplanner, Becky Pickering!

Becky and friends at a Penn State football game;  
Becky with her parents in one of her favorite places, Disney World
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defined by at least two consecutive months of decline 
in stock prices. Although the two measurements are 
closely related, one is a measure of the country’s overall 
economic stability while the other is a measure of trends 
in stock prices.
Whether you’ll be able to wait out the bear market 
and rebuild your assets to your satisfaction depends 
upon what seems like a deluge of factors: the duration 
of the downward trend, the future of the market, the 
strength of your investments and the choices you make 
going forward. With careful planning, safe, long-term 
investments and a cool head, however, these obstacles 
can be surmounted. Ultimately, you as the investor will 
need to examine your own situation and investments to 
make that call. ♦



What’s going on in Quarter 2?

Securities and advisory services offered through LPL Financial, 
a Registered Investment Adviser. Member FINRA/SIPC. LPL 
Financial does not provide tax or legal advice.  LPL  #1 -
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April
  1 - April Fools’ Day 
  1 - Easter Sunday
17 - Tax Day

Quotes Corner

May
  5 - Cinco de Mayo
13 - Mothers’ Day
28 - Memorial Day

June
  6 - D-Day
14 - Flag Day
17 - Fathers’ Day

Kemp Harvest Website 
www.kempharvest.com

LinkedIn 
www.linkedin.com/kempharvest

YouTube 
www.youtube.com/kempharvest

Facebook 
www.facebook.com/kempharvest

Harvest News Blog 
www.kempharvest.com/blog

KHFG offers various community workshops on 

important financial and retirement topics, and hosts 

several invitation-only events to celebrate and thank 

our clients. Ask us how to qualify for these events!
 
Workshops & Webinars include:

• Social Security
• Medicare
• Internet Security
• Retirement Investing

Past events include:
• Birthday Club
• Pie Day

Workshops & Events



Are you interested in adding a friend or family member to our mailing list?  
If so, please complete the form below and return to us at: 

Kemp Harvest Financial Group®
331 Ruth Road, Harleysville, PA 19438

Please add my contact to your mailing list Please add my contact to your email list

www.kempharvest.com

Kemp Harvest 
Financial Group®
331 Ruth Road
Harleysville, PA 19438

Your Name:

Contact Name:

Address:

Email Address:

Relationship:

Birthday Month:


