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Artificial Intelligence 2019? 
     Dad walked kind of slowly, using a cane. I was tagging along to carry his 
stuff and make sure if he stumbled I could try and catch him. Getting him on 
and off an escalator was the worst part, but we made it down. We were at the 
Atlanta airport, it was 1980, and everything had changed. The train stopped, 
the doors opened and in we went. When it took off we swayed and had to catch 
ourselves. I never saw anyone driving the train. A machine had done every-
thing; it was amazing. Today it’s downright boring riding on what is now 
called the “Plane Train” but back then it was cutting edge tech.  
     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UlaNDm88yZo If you get a chance, put this address in your browser and 
watch the video. It’s a video of a machine harvesting a bell pepper in a Dutch greenhouse. The machine uses visual 
recognition to pick out a pepper that is ripe and the right size, then it very slowly cuts its stem and drops the pepper 
into a bin. This machine is slow but it gets the job done. Speed will come as the programmers continue to tweak its 
code. The visual recognition is amazing in that the machine can tell which pepper is ripe based on its color, size, 
etc., then select one for harvesting.  
     2019 will be the year that all the talk of AI and its potential to disrupt almost everything we do actually will start 
reshaping many things from agriculture to human mobility. Waymo, Google’s self-driving spin off, just announced 
a 3 month effort to launch a ride sharing service in Phoenix, Arizona. The kicker is no driver is needed. In China 
Baidu has launched autonomous mini buses with no steering wheels in airports and tourist destinations. Many other 
companies are not far behind. Autonomous on demand vehicles will fuel exponential changes in how we work,  
play, commute and live. There are so many things that will change going forward it is hard to imagine. Cell phones 
rearranged how and what we do, now autonomous vehicles will change things we can’t even imagine. Let’s list a 
few of the obvious ones. Cell phone will consume even more of our attention. Car ownership will change in many 
ways, and will certainly represent fewer of us as time goes by. In-transit entertainment will grow exponentially. Car 
insurance rates should go down as autonomous driving lowers accident rates. There will be less revenue for local 
law enforcement because speeding, running through red lights, and many other traffic violations will be things of 
the past. Quick Trip and other convenience fueling stores will see less foot traffic. Automobile maintenance will be 
much more automated and will require little input from owners. We won’t ever get lost driving with the GPS built 
in. People with disabilities that prevent them from getting around on their own will be able to come and go as they 
please. I can read the headlines now: “’so and so’ ride shared from coast to coast”. Yes, 2019 will be the year when 
AI  really gets a foothold in our daily lives.  

Stocks 2019?   
     As 2018 is ending, we have not seen an advancement in stock levels over 2017. By some measures we are down 
for the year. The stock market can go down at any time for any reason and the last 3 months are a reminder of this. 
That gives us a leg up going into 2019 because we should be starting at a lower point. Going forward into the year, I 
see shifting around of a lot of investment money. As the FANG stocks dominated the news in 2018, I see more tried 
and true dividend paying shares gaining in popularity through out 2019. It 
seems clear the Federal Reserve has made up its mind, and, barring a big 
decrease in economic activity, they will continue to raise rates but hopeful-
ly not enough to shock the system. My guess is we will get all this volatili-
ty out of our system and by the end of 2019 all the recent selling will be a 
distant memory. 
Thanks, 
Andy McClung CFP TM 
You Tube/ Seeking Alpha Matt Bohlson/ARStechinca Timothy Lee . 

2019 Market Results 
S&P 500                      -6.2%  
NASDAQ Composite   -3.9% 
Dow Industrials            - 5.6% 
Russell 2000                 -12.2% 
Dow Global                   00.00% 
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