
There are 21 breakfast meetings scheduled during 
the next three months, and clients will receive a 
letter inviting them to select the closest one to their 
homes. The schedule is also available on  Voyage’s 
website www.voyagefg.com (click on Events) .

“The breakfast meetings are also an opportunity for 
our clients to bring 
someone they think 
would benefit from  
our services,”  Tom 
Royce adds. “Our 
business is built on 
referrals, and we 
would welcome 
the opportunity to 
introduce ourselves.”
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               This year, instead of Voyage’s traditional   
       Halftime lunches and dinners, the firm is   
 hosting a series of breakfast meetings   
 in June, July and August. 

“We believe this will allow us more personal time 
with our clients in an informal setting,” according to 
Mike Chong.“ There will be no formal presentation, 
just an opportunity to interact with each other and 
express our appreciation to – what we like to say – is 
our Voyage family.”

With rising interest rates, certificates of 
deposit and other similar investments are 

becoming worthy 
of consideration. 
At Voyage, we have 
access to the global 
market with rates 
and products that 
local banks may 
not offer. If you are 
not happy with the 
interest rates your 
bank is paying, 
please give your 

Voyage adviser a call to discuss what options are 
available to you.

At Voyage, we pride ourselves as more than an 
investment services firm. We’re here to help 

plan and execute retirement plans. Here are 10 of 
the many things we take into consideration when 
meeting with our clients and perspective clients.

1. Future retirement expenses
Before you can start working on your retirement 
plan, you’ll need to have an idea of what your 
monthly expenses will be … such as the monthly 
cost of your mortgage, utilities, transportation, and 
groceries. We walk you through this to make sure all 
of your expenses are taken into consideration. 

2. Retirement income
Once you calculate your future expenses, you’ll also 
need to know what your anticipated income will be 
… taking into account Social Security and retirement 
savings. Again, we will work with you to make sure 
all sources of income are accounted for.

3. The cost of health care
The average cost of health care during retirement for 
a 65-year-old couple who retired in 2016 is $260,000 
according to Fidelity. This is 6% higher than the 

We’re here for you ...
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In this newsletter, and future ones, we’re offering 
tips about healthcare that might benefit you. 

These tips will be directed primarily toward AT&T 
clients who are currently employed, retirees 
who are pre-Medicare, and retirees who are on 
Medicare. But some of the tips also will apply to 
non-AT&T clients as well.

Tips about healthcare

Tip 1:  New Medicare cards are on the way.  
Beginning last April, Medicare began mailing new 
cards to everyone who gets Medicare benefits.  Why? 
To help protect your identity, Medicare is removing 
Social Security numbers from Medicare cards.  
Instead, the new cards will have a unique Medicare 
number.  This will happen automatically.  Medicare 
will mail your card to the address you have on file 
with the Social Security Administration.

The cards are being mailed over time, and all 
Medicare recipients will receive one by April 2019. 
During this time, look out for Medicare scams:
Don’t pay for your new card.  It is free.  If anyone calls 
and says you need to pay for it, it is a scam.

Don’t give personal information to get your card.  If 
someone calls claiming to be from Medicare, asking 
for your Social Security number or bank information, 
it is a scam.  Hang up, Medicare will never ask you to 
give personal information to get your new card.

Guard your card. When you get your new card, 
safeguard it like you would any other health 
insurance or credit card.  While removing the Social 
Security number cuts down on many types of 
identity theft, you will still want to protect your new 
card because identity thieves could use it to get 
medical services.

Tip 2: For those who have a Medicare Advantage 
Plan, many policies include an over the counter 
(OTC) drug and supplies benefit.  Some policies allow 
you to order $25 in supplies every month, others set 
an allowance to be used every quarter.  Check your 
policy to see if you qualify. This benefit is through a 
mail order service and includes health and wellness 
products like pain relievers, cold remedies, first aid 
and more.

Disabled Veterans 
in Illinois: If you 
are a homeowner, 
did you know you 
may be entitled to 
receive a homeowner 
exemption that would 
reduce your property 
taxes? For more 
information, visit the 
website  
https://www2.illinois.

gov/veterans/benefits/pages/real-estate.aspx or 
contact your local County Assessor’s Office.
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year before. Deductibles, copays, and out-of-pocket 
medical costs all add up quickly.

4. The cost of long-term care
This is an item most people should add to your 
retirement to-do list. Fidelity estimates a 65-year-old 

couple will spend roughly $130,000 for long-term 
care during their retirement years. 

5. When you can make withdrawals
Age 59-1/2 is generally when you can start making 
withdrawals from an IRA or a 401(k) without 
incurring a 10% penalty. However, there are a few 
exceptions like leaving your job at age 55 and 
retiring. If you have a Roth IRA or a Roth 401(k), 
however, you can make tax-free withdrawals 
because the contributions are made after tax, unlike 
a traditional IRA or a traditional 401(k), which require 
pre-tax contributions.

6. The average retirement age
The average retirement age, according to LIMRA 
Secure Retirement Institute, is 63. And by the time 
many Americans reach age 75, 89% have exited 
the work force. Your chances of being physically 
unable to work are higher than you might expect. 
Approximately one in four of today’s 20-year-olds 
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Client Spotlight - Doug Wildey
This family business is more than just a game

Doug Wildey

When longtime client Doug Wildey left his job 
as sales manager for AT&T in November 2000 to 
start his own business working on arcade games, 
he hoped he had found a niche business that had 
potential.

More than 17 years later, the business that started 
with one employee has grown to 30 employees 
and just opened a huge showroom in Detroit – its 
second location, in addition to the original store 
in Comstock Park, MI.

What started as a local company has now gone 
national. Wildey’s company, Game Room Guys, 
is one of the largest providers of arcade games, 
parts and repair services for residential and 
commercial customers in the country. In addition, 
according to Wildey, GRG is one of the top pinball 
sellers in the world.

“I don’t think anyone who started a company of our 
size could think it would grow that big that fast,” 
said Wildey, who, in his role as CEO, is focused on 
growing his multi-generational family business.

The company outgrew Wildey’s garage in 2003, 
when it moved into an industrial park building. Later 
that year, the company opened its first showroom 
near Grand Rapids. GRG expanded into a bigger 
showroom in 2007, then built a 20,000-foot building 
in 2013 that serves as its corporate headquarters and 
distribution center.

Wildey said Millennials who are being exposed at 
bars and taverns to classic games, including pool, 
pinball, Golden Tee and bubble hockey, are finding 
that they enjoy taking a break from the screens that 
dominate their lives.

“Arcade games like pinball decreased with the 
advent of video games in the 1990s and 2000s. But 
pinball is making a big comeback because people 
have found that video games can’t replicate the 
experience you get when you play an actual pinball 
machine,” Wildey explained.

Wildey says the company’s formula for success is 
simple – a passion for taking care of its customers 
plus a dedication to doing the best job.

In addition to the brick and mortar locations, the 
company is also online at www.gameroomguys.com, 
where customers can shop for new games and also 
get technical assistance for their own games.
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will become disabled before they retire, according to 
the U.S. Social Security Administration.  

7. How much you need in an emergency fund
When mapping out future expenses, just because 
you aren’t working anymore doesn’t mean you will 
not need an emergency cash cushion. We typically 
suggest having three to six months of expenses on 
hand. 

8. The cost of recreational activities
Retirement often comes with a lot of free time. Start 
planning the activities you’d like to engage in. If 

you anticipate taking up golf or traveling around 
the world, you’ll need to figure the cost into your 
retirement budget.

9. Estimated tax payments
Depending on the type of retirement accounts 
you have, a tax bill may be associated with them. 
Withdrawals from a traditional IRA and a traditional 
401(k), for example, result in a taxable event. 

10. Life insurance needs
Death is not a favorite topic, but it’s important to 
stay abreast of life insurance needs. When you die, 
you want to make sure your loved ones are taken 
care of.
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Seven costly travel mistakes to avoid
Americans spent an average of almost $2,000 

on their 2017 summer vacations, according to 
Alianz Travel Insurance. And if the trend the insurer’s 
Vacation Confidence Index has seen over the past 
three years continues, you can expect to spend an 
average of $2,200 this year

Depending on how you travel, though, you could 
save some money. All you need to do is avoid some 
potentially costly mistakes. Here are seven common 
ones and ways to avoid them:

Going into debt to pay for travel
According to a 2017 survey by LearnVest, 74% 
of Americans said 
they’ve gone into 
debt to pay for 
vacation, with an 
average balance of 
$1,108. Putting your 
trip costs on a credit 
card or taking out a 
personal loan might 
sound like an easy 
way to get what you 
want. But if you’re not 
careful, you could be 
paying off that debt 
years from now.

Instead, do the math to determine how much your 
trip is going to cost. Divide the amount of the trip by 
the number of months you have between now and 
your departure date. Then work to save that amount 
each month in a dedicated savings account.

Staying loyal to one airline
You could miss out on lower prices elsewhere.

What’s more, putting all your miles in one frequent 
flier program can make it difficult to find award 
flights when you need them.

Get a good co-branded credit card, focusing on 
airlines you frequently use, either because they offer 
inexpensive flights or because they have a hub close 
to where you live. And the same goes for hotels.

Traveling during peak season for no reason
If you have children, you’ve probably noticed that 
you and most of your friends usually travel when the 
kids are out of school and over holidays. 

Since the demand is so high, airlines, hotels, and 
car rental companies tend to charge higher prices 
during these times. So, if you can get away with 
traveling during off-peak times, you could save 
money.

Not using travel deal websites
If you’re booking your flight and hotel directly 
through airline or hotel websites, you might be 
missing out on extra savings. There are plenty of 
them. Just do a search on “travel deal websites” and 
take your pick.

Not being flexible with your destination
If your next vacation spot is popular with tourists, 
you might be able to enjoy a similar experience 
elsewhere without paying as much. For example, 
consider Willamette Valley in Oregon instead of Napa 
Valley in California or Puerto Rico instead of Hawaii.

Also, do a little research to see if your destination 
has different peak travel times than other areas and 
adjust your plans accordingly.

Not taking advantage of credit card rewards
Having multiple credit cards isn’t the right choice for 
everyone. But it’s easy to earn enough points with 
one credit card to shave a few hundred dollars off a 
trip every year.

Paying for car rental insurance
Paying for rental car insurance can keep you 
from having to file a claim with your personal car 
insurance company in the event of an accident. But, 
in some cases, it costs as much as the rental itself.

But most 
credit 
cards offer 
rental car 
insurance, 
so you can 
skip the 
charge at 
the rental car counter. It’s likely secondary coverage, 
however, which means you have to file a claim with 
your personal insurance company before the card 
benefits kick in.


