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2015 Highlights
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The Sukita California Adventure
This summer Grandpa and Grandma
Sukita took the whole family to California. It was such a thrilling experience
because it was the first time all the cousins traveled together. A few highlights
of our trip include: Disneyland, Magic
Mountain, Knott’s Berry Farm, Universal
Studios and of course the shopping
mall. Thankfully, the Lord kept the
weather cool and comfortable. All of
the grandkids went on crazy rides while
grandma watched us. Grandpa couldn't resist and decided to come on the
roller coaster with us...twice! My favor-

I Love Snow!

by Ti ff an y Y a mam ur a

2015 Highlights
Tiffany is in the 9th grade
and enjoys baking, DIY projects & videography.
Luke is a 6th grader and is
usually reading or creating
with Legos. He had a great
time at his first Awana Merit
camp this summer.

ite Disney attraction was the World of
Color 60th Anniversary celebration.
The most memorable time for me was
when we had our own church service
in Grandma and Grandpa’s room. We
sang worship songs and listened to
amazing testimonies shared by Aunty
Dea, Uncle Jeff, Grandpa and Uncle
Sean. It was a miracle to see how God
saved the whole Sukita Family one by
one. Although Disneyland was fun, the
“Happiest Place on earth” for me was
just being with family.

Josh our 4th grader loves
the outdoors, playing basketball and spends most of
his time playing Legos with
his brother.
Gracie is so excited to be a
Kindergartener. Her favorite subjects are reading &
math. She loves writing love
notes to give to people.
Coco our little Dachshund is
as cute as ever! She loves
going on walks and cuddling
with the kids.

b y Jo h an n a Gra ce Y am am ura

I had so much fun with Daddy and Mommy in Park City,
Utah. I was so excited because it was the first time I got to
play in snow! As soon as we got there I jumped in the snow
and made a tiny snowman with Daddy. It was super cold
but I had my puffy pink
jacket

and

scarf

to

keep me warm. I went ok. It was so cool riding on
to ski school and I the dog sled and going really
learned how to do a fast! My most favorite was tubing down the big
“pizza stop.”
It was hill. My Daddy and I went down again and
scary because I went again. We drank hot cocoa everyday by the
into the fence but I was fire. I will never ever forget this trip!
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Aunty Deb ~ Missionary to Japan
interviewed by Tiffany Yamamura
Aunty Deb is my mom’s twin sister
and has been a missionary to Japan
for the past 20 years. It was interesting to learn about her mission work.
Why did you decide to become a
missionary to Japan?
It was a combination of things that
led me to this decision. There were many international students at my college in Idaho. My roommate was
a Missionary kid from Japan and I also met missionaries that came to my church. As for going to Japan,
this is one of the verses that made it clear to me.
Psalm 139:3 “From the rising of the sun to the place
where it sets, the Lord’s name is to be praised.” I
thought that was so cool because Japan is where the
sun rises and Hawaii is where the sun sets.
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A Dangerous Adventure
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My Grandpa Yamamura
took Tiff, Luke, and me
hiking one day. We went
to a place called the
“Danger Side”.
When
we got there we had to
walk for a little while and
it was not so bad. Then
we really got started and I asked to go back because I
was wearing slippers. It was rainy and muddy and I
was sliding like crazy. But we kept on going. We got
lost a lot, but we found our way back. We did not finish the whole hike but thank God, we were still alive!
We got more than a 100 mosquito bites. I learned never to go hiking again! No, I’m just kidding...I learned
never to give up no matter how hard it is!!

What has God taught you from being a missionary?
I learned that I can’t do anything without God. At first
it was hard adjusting to the culture in Japan, but God
helped me to learn the language and soon I became
comfortable enough to share Christ with people in
Japanese. I could only do it through God’s grace! I
also learned how important family is. I used to take
them for granted because they were always there,
but when I went to Japan I realized how precious
they are.
God has shown me time and time again that His ways
are higher than mine. As I look back, I see how He
worked things out for His purpose. I studied to be a
landscape architect in Hawaii and now I teach students English and share about God’s love in Japan!
What’s a memorable experience you had?
Recently, one of my co-workers became a Christian.
It was such a blessing to see Tsujimoto-san grow in her
faith. Work became more meaningful as she brought
the light of Christ back into the school. Now more
and more students are becoming open to the Gospel.
I’m thankful for
the opportunity to be a
small part of
God’s greater
plan. The years
of prayer support and encouragement
made all the
difference!

Chicago Trip with Dad

b y L u ke Y amam u ra

In April, I went to Chicago
with my dad. It was exciting to walk around the city.
We later went on the subway and got off at U.S. Cellular
Field
where
we
watched the White Sox play
the Kansas City Royals. The
next day we caught a
Blackhawks playoff game at
the United Center. It was
exciting because it was the
first hockey game I went to
and they won! My dad and I also got to go to the Chicago Museum of Science and Industry. We read about
the history of airplanes and their engines. I thought the
dinosaur exhibit was so cool. The T-Rex had massive
claws! The museum had a gift shop where I found gifts
for my brother and sisters. Later, we went to visit
Wheaton college and it was cool to see where Dad
went to school.
This trip was special
for me because I got
to explore new things
and spend time with
my dad.
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Life in the Big Apple
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by Tiffany Yamamura

This November, I had the opportunity to visit New
York City with my dad. It was exciting to go to the
East Coast and experience a different lifestyle.
NYC is different from Hawaii because it’s fast
paced and the main mode of transportation is the
subway. We did a lot of walking to get from place
to place, but it was so worth it.
On this trip I learned about memorials. When we
visited the Statue of Liberty, a ferry transported us
to Ellis Island. It was interesting to read about the
process of how the statue was created. The Statue of Liberty is a great symbol of freedom and opportunity for a new life. The next day we went to
the 9/11 Memorial.
We
took a tour of
the museum
and I learned
about
the
b ac k gro un d
and
impact
the 9/11 attack had on
our country.

It was amazing to read the
stories of how people risked
their own lives to save others they didn’t even know.
Memorials are a great way
to remember and honor
those selfless individuals. It
also inspires people to follow in their steps and care
about others instead of
themselves, just like Jesus
did!
My dad took me to my first Broadway show called,
“The King and I.” The theatre and the props were
magnificently designed. I was most impressed by
how well the little children performed. I would definitely go to another show!
By far, my favorite part of the trip was ice skating in
Central Park. It was an outdoor rink and the atmosphere was beautiful. New York City was a great
experience and I loved how there were shops and
restaurants around every corner, but there’s still no
place like Hawaii.

My Great Grandma is 97!!

Make ‘em Laugh by Josh

by Johanna Grace Yamamura
My Great Grandma is so awesome! She is
97 years old (she’s not old, she’s young)
and we had a sparkly and special birthday
party for her. Our whole family went to the
party. Grandma’s favorite food is sushi and
she ate lots of it. Then it was cake time.
We sang the best Happy Birthday song to
Grandma. She tried to blow and blow and
blow but she had a hard time because she
was laughing so much so the kids did it to
help her. Then we all
clapped. God made my
Grandma so special and
I love her so much! She
always hugs me and
makes me smile. I’m praying for her to have some
more great birthday parties!

Luke: Starbucks Frappuccinos
have caffeine in it.
Tiffany: No they don’t.
Luke: Yes, they do have caffeine!
Tiffany: No, Luke...I know more
about Starbucks than you do.
Josh: Well… did you know that
GEICO could save you15% or
more on car insurance?
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My Tomato and Papaya Trees
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by Joshua

I love plants! My grandpa Sukita can
grow so many things. He gave me a
tomato plant and a baby papaya tree
to take care of. I watered it every
day and I enjoyed watching it grow. I
checked the plants every morning and
afternoon to see if it was still alive. Everyday I picked
about 10 ripe tomatoes ready to be
eaten by me. There were birds that
tried to eat the tomatoes but I chased
them away with my nerf gun.
I learned that taking care of plants is a
lot of hard work, but I felt great when I
picked it and shared it with my family
for lunch. I’m still taking care of my papaya tree and pray that it stays alive to
give me fruit. I’m so glad my grandpa
taught me how to work hard and how
to grow plants.

The Marathon by Luke Yamamura
My dad asked if I wanted to run the Honolulu
Marathon with him. I told him “Yes!” because
I like running and thought it was a good challenge. Every other night we would run to train.
Then every week we added more miles until
we reached 14 miles.
On December 13th, 2015 my Dad and I ran
the Marathon. We got up at 2:30am to get to
the 5:00 am starting line. There were thousands of people everywhere. The beginning of the race was exciting because of the
music and fireworks. Then we ran! Around mile 22 my feet started to get sore and I thought they
were going to burn off. I didn’t want
to feel anymore pain so I just decided
to stay focused and finish the
race. We finished in 5 hours and 34
minutes. Mom and the family met us
at the finish line. Uncle Greg, Aunty
Lilly, and Uncle Emmet greeted us
with leis too. Later we got our official
marathon shirt and grabbed our free
malasadas. It was so hard but I’m
glad I did it because God taught me
to never quit and to keep on going!

Dancing Flowers

b y Jo h a n n a G r a c e

I love dancing ballet! It’s
really super fun and I can
twirl and leap a lot. We
had a special spring show
and we were the Pink
Flowers. When I went to
class I practiced so hard
to make my Mom and
Dad proud because I love
them. My Grandpa and
Grandma Y and Grandpa
and Grandma Sukita came to the show, too. I
was a little bit nervous when I had to dance but
God was with me
so I knew I could
do it. Now I’m so
excited to learn
how to dance on
my toes!

Looking back on
2015, we are
overwhelmed
by God’s many
blessings.
We
welcomed the
youngest member of our family,
Mylee Ann. My
sister Anne and
Myles had a sweet baby girl in January.
God is so good and has allowed us to experience
His best in every situation. Through valleys and
peaks He has remained faithful. Just before Thanksgiving, my mom was in a serious car accident. She
suffered multiple injuries but is recovering well. We
are grateful for His protection and for the many
prayers lifted up. “The steadfast love of the Lord
never ceases, His mercies never come to an end.
They are new every morning, great is His faithfulness!” Lamentations 3:22-23
We hope that you are well and enjoying the Christmas season. God’s blessings to you in the new year!
With love,
Owen, San, Tiffany (14), Luke (11), Joshua (8) and
Johanna Grace (5)

