
Lemmings mindlessly follow each 
other off a cliff. Could a similar 
‘mindlessness’ be driving today’s 
stock market run. People seem to be 
blindly following each other, buying 
already overpriced stocks, in the hope 
that there is no cliff ahead. This may 
be a bit of an exaggeration, but it is 
intended to grab your attention, to get 
you to think about your investment 
portfolio. Please do not be naively 
comforted by the fact that ‘everyone 
else is doing it’ (buying stocks). 
Remember that Lemmings are 
comforted because all their buddies are 
running right along with them!
 
To combat market volatility and 
hopefully avoid running off the cliff, 
financial advisors for years have been 
recommending traditional investment 
strategies. Buy and Hold = buy an 
investment and hold on to it through 
all the ups and downs, and hopefully 
in the long run it will be profitable. 
Market Timing = buy an investment 
when you think it is cheaply priced, 
with the hope that you can sell it later 
on near its peak when it’s more  
 

valuable. Asset Allocation = diversify 
your money into several different 
baskets, hoping that during a market 
correction, all of these different 
baskets don’t plunge in unison. 
 
In our never-ending search to find a 
more efficient investment approach 
we at Moerdyk Financial, like to think 
that because of our years of experience 
working with retired clients and the 
knowledge that we have accumulated 
over this time, that we can help you 
protect your portfolio.
 
There is no doubt that our American 
way of life, our economy, and our 
stock markets are very resilient. Just 
think about what 2013 threw at us – a 
government shutdown, a  Syrian red 
line, Obamacare, Iranian capitulation, 
continued zero percent Fed Funds rate, 
a QE taper from $85B/month to $75/B 
month, a widening divide between big 
government and free enterprise, NSA 
overstep, IRS intimidation, Benghazi 
cover-up, runaway national debt, no 
budget, on and on – we live in an 
amazing country!
 
 

 
Back to my opening concern that ‘the 
Lemmings are racing for the cliff’ –  
despite all these current problems we 
haven’t reached the edge yet! Might it 
be time to discuss ways to protect your 
portfolio?  If you are worried about 
your retirement plan, please do not 
hesitate to call Lori, here at our office, 
and schedule a review.
 
Would you please take 2 minutes 
right now, get on your email, type 
in Steve@MoerdykFinancial.com 
and send us a “Hi, here’s my email 
address”. This comes in so handy in 
our business (to share forms, answer 
tax questions, follow up on income 
requests, etc), not to mention that we’ll 
be able to send you a message every 
now and then.  
 
You all know that occasionally I throw 
in a plug for a friend or business 
associate, so here goes. Last year I 
hired ‘lawn guy’ Mike Knuth. His 
company is Alternative Lawn Care and 
he can be reached at (616) 262-0187. 
He transformed my lawn, redirected 
my underground sprinkling, and 
spiffed up my landscaping. My yard 
went from ‘looking OK’ to appearing 
like I was living at a well-manicured 
country club. A fun story;  Mike also 
plows my driveway in the winter, and 
because my grandson Sammy was 
coming up from Miami for Christmas, 
I asked Mike to plow me a mountain 
of snow – and he did – Sammy had a 
blast sliding down his own personal 
hill. Mike is a great guy with a great 
work ethic – please call him for your 
lawn needs - ask for “the Moerdyk 
discount”. I think you will be happy 
with his service.

Steven N. Moerdyk
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Steve and Annie Moerdyk

Steven N. Moerdyk is a careful Financial Representative who carries licenses necessary to offer 
his clients a vast array of investments and financial products. From stocks & bonds, mutual funds, 
ETFs, managed portfolios, non-traded REITs & BDCs, to fixed & variable annuities, MLPs,  
and more.

Over the years, Steve has developed a no nonsense reputation for his independent company, 
Moerdyk Financial Inc. Their unbiased investment advice is efficient and appreciated. They have 
helped hundreds of retired people to better understand the financial benefits from the farsighted 
adage ‘Don’t put all your eggs in one basket’. Their experienced guidance on income distribution 
and asset sustainability has earned them a respected consultant position among senior citizens in 
the Grand Rapids community. Steve and his wife, Annie, have been featured donors by the Helen 
DeVos Children’s Hospital Foundation and the Renucci Hospitality House.

Steve and Annie met at Michigan State University. They were married in 1979 and reside on 
beautiful Lake Bella Vista in Rockford. They have two children, Carly 29, and Jimmy 24. Carly 
is chief resident (neurology) at Jackson Memorial Hospital in Miami, where she lives with her 
husband Kia. On February 12, 2012, Carly gave birth to the Moerdyk’s first grandchild, Sammy, 
who’s joyous smile is an inspiration to all. Jimmy lives in Grand Rapids and is a broker with the 
family firm.

Someday we shall all stand before Him and give an account.

My Grandson Sammy, who has spent the first 2 
years of his life in Miami, took to the snow like 
a polar bear. Here he is out on Lake Bella Vista 
enjoying his Christmas celebration ‘up in Michigan’.

Businessman Bill Lettinga and I vying for the attention of 
Mary Ann Weaver at the annual Hope Network Gala. Mary 
Ann’s husband Phil is CEO of Hope Network and he did an 
exquisite job as Master of Ceremonies. I thought I knew 
how to ‘work a room’, Mary Ann was the ‘life of the party’.

My daughter, Dr. Carly Oboudiyat, is chief resident at Jackson Memorial Hospital ( she’s 
the blonde in the second row). She invited Donna Shalala, who was President Bill Clinton’s 
Secretary of Health and Human Services, to speak to the doctors. After Dr. Shalala’s speech, 
Carly asked her why current President Barack Obama didn’t ask for the advice of any MD’s 
when he put together his namesake Obamacare plan.

Michigan State 24, Stanford 20. If you 
want to have a fun conversation, call  
Lori and ask her if she enjoyed the game!


