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We believe by providing education and
guidance, we empower our clients to make
sound financial decisions which ultimately
enrich their lives.
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Unfortunately, the first quarter weather was the same (if not worse) than last year.
Multiple days below zero with wind chills as low as -30 degrees F. After last year, we
were saying and hoping “one year does not a trend make!” However, now we have
two in a row. The relevance of the weather in the “Economic Update” section of THE
PEAK TIMES is that the ridiculously cold weather seems to stall economic activity. n
the first quarter of 2014, the economy (as measured by GDP) actually contracted by
2% and the first quarter of 2015 just came in at a paltry 0.2% growth rate.This is very
disappointing considering our initial expectation of 3% growth for the year. Using 2014
for comparison again, the second and third quarters were extremely strong at 4.6%
and 5.0%, respectively. The expectation here is that the weather has pushed activity
into the middle of the year vs the beginning. LPL Financial Research continues to
expect 3.0% growth for the year and suggests the economic expansion is in about the
7th inning.
In the markets, we’ve started to see more volatility as the markets discount the
Federal Reserve and estimate when they may begin raising interest rates. The good
news for international markets is the Bank of Japan and European Central Bank are
continuing/beginning QE (Quantitative Easing - buying bonds on the open market to
keep rates low) and this has provided a catalyst for international stocks, as well as
raised expectations for their GDP growth.
The opinions voiced in this material are for general information only and are not intended to provide
specific advice or recommendations for any individual. The economic forecasts set forth in the
presentation may not develop as predicted and there can be no guarantee that strategies promoted will
be successful. International investing involves special risks such as currency fluctuation and political
instability and may not be suitable for all investors.Investing involves risk including loss of principal.

2015 Events!
February 11, 2015 - David Miller - Educational Dinner. Many thanks to those of you
who attended.
June 25, 2015 - “Medicare - Filling the Gap” at the newly renovated Fox Hills in
Plymouth.
July 16, 2015 - Back by popular demand: Top of the Peak Summer Party at the office.
Featuring heavy hors d’oeuvres from Chef Graham of Your Gourmet (the finest chef in
Metro Detroit) and your favorite top shelf libations.
October 17, 2015 Michigan vs Michigan State Football “tailgate” at the Liberty Street
Brewing Co in Old Village Plymouth. We will be taking over the upper level with big
screen TV’s and the finest microbrews in town!

Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member
FINRA/SIPC. Investment advice offered through Peak
Wealth Management, a registered investment advisor
and separate entity from LPL Financial
LPL Financial, the nations largest independent broker/
dealer as reported by Financial Planning magazine,
June 1996-2014, based on total revenue

Dec 3, 2015 The annual Holiday Delight with a twist. This year, rather than a sit-down
dinner at the Italian American Club, it will be a strolling cocktail party at the Hopwood’s
residence. We are happy to welcome you into our home to kick-off the holidays. The
evening will mirror the New Hope holiday parties we’ve hosted over the last two years
where we hosted over 190 people. Chef Graham and his team will be hard at work.
Enjoy the finest quality food, drink, service, and company!
If you have a friend, family member, or co-worker who you would like to introduce to
Peak, one of these events is the perfect method of introduction. Whether one of the
topics is of interest to them, or they would simply like to attend a social event with
you, it is a perfect non-threatening environment.

41011 ANN ARBOR RD.
PLYMOUTH, MI 48170
P: (734)681-7575
www.peakwm.com
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DOWNLOAD OUR APP TODAY
Stay connected on the go with Peak Wealth Management from our new Mobile App! Download the
free Peak Wealth Management App directly from your iPhone, iPad or any other mobile device and
enjoy the following features:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ask us a question securely from anywhere!
Access a link to LPL Account View Mobile
Make an appointment from your device.
Watch informative and entertaining videos.
Contact us and get directions to our office.
Receive helpful notifications from our team.
Download the app in the App Store and in the Google Play store

STAY CONNECTED
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK! FOLLOW US ON TWITTER @NHOPWOOD1
PEAK is committed to providing timely updates with things happening at the firm as well as in the
financial industry. The easiest way to like us is to go to peakwm.com and click the social media
icons at the top right. Or you can click on the social media icons in one of our weekly market
commentary emails.

INVEST IN OTHERS
We are pleased to announce our INVEST IN OTHERS scholarship will remain in force. We are
offering two $1,000 scholarships to your children and grandchildren! It is our pleasure to give back
and invest in the future of others, who show dedication to themselves and their community.

