
A weak point in your financial fortress may be your teen and post-teen children. These are the ones who leave their 
credit cards sitting on the counter as they stroll out of the store, who lend their account passwords to friends, or who 
whip around the internet faster than the speed of light, exposing your household’s computers and records to all 
kinds of intrusions. The damage to your household finances, as well as their and your credit ratings, can be 
devastating. 
Still, it’s not all their fault. Their schools - and even you - may be unwitting accomplices in these crimes. Here’s what 
you need to know and do. 
The problem is real and getting worse, with 29% of all ID theft victims under age 30, according to the FTC. The 
percentage has doubled since 2003, making that demographic the fastest growing target for identity theft. Some 
universities are still posting grades with Social Security numbers on boards and websites. (Of course, universities are 
not alone. We’re all susceptible to foolish decisions. For example, a Massachusetts newspaper last year, in an effort to 
be good environmental stewards, bundled newspapers in recycled office paper... and inadvertently distributed the 
debit and credit card numbers of 240,000 subscribers.) 
Plus, students spend a great deal of time online. This partially explains why half of all personal security breaches are 
at universities. 
Many parents are taking advantage of the "Enumeration at Birth" program to automatically register a newborn’s 
Social Security number. If thieves are able to obtain and use these numbers, it could be years before the theft is 
uncovered when the child begins to apply for credit on his or her own. 

  
Surprisingly, the parents themselves are sometimes the crooks. They’re in financial trouble, with bad credit, so they 
use their children’s identity. Eventually, they harm their children as well. "I went to purchase a car," said one 24-year 
old, "and was turned down. When I checked my credit report, it turned out that my father had taken out several 
credit cards in my name without my knowledge and had run up bills of more than $10,000." 
Young people are attractive to identity thieves, mostly because they are inexperienced and can often be 
manipulated into providing sensitive private information. 
Finally, young men and women are often casual about sharing information, especially online, and they’re 
online a lot. 
What to do: Be alert for the telltale signs that your child’s identity has been compromised. According to the 
Federal Trade Commission: 
•          Watch for (and encourage away-from-home children to watch for) credit card bills that do not arrive or 

that have unexplained charges. This can be a sign that someone requested a change-of-address to 
divert invoices. 

•          Investigate unexpected credit card offers or bills. If your pet or eight-year-old child receives a pre-
approved credit card offer - or worse, a bill - don’t laugh it off. Contact the card issuer and the FTC at 
www.ftc.gov. 

•          If you or your child is denied credit for no apparent reason, find out why. The financial institution must 
provide a full copy of your report. 

Most of all, how can you protect your child’s identity? The Better Business Bureau recommends the following: 
1.     Protect Social Security numbers. Do not let your children put them on their checks or their drivers’ 
licenses, carry the number in their wallets, or share them with anyone without careful consideration. 
(Remember, even if the school protects the numbers, employees may have access to them.) 
2.     Educate your children about maintaining strict control over their checkbooks and credit cards. It can take 
just seconds for thieves to steal the numbers or swipe a check deep in the pack, and the crime may go 
undetected for months. 
3.     Talk to your child about why he or she should not give out personal and financial information in response 
to phone calls from  telemarketers or e-mails from unknown individuals or businesses. Stress the importance 

http://www.ftc.gov/


of safeguarding information on the internet. 
4.     Check your child’s (as well as your own) credit report annually for any unauthorized accounts and 
requests for credit. By law, you can obtain your reports at no charge once a year. The quickest way is to go 
online to www.annualcreditreport.com, 
or call toll-free (877) 322-8228. Remember, there is no charge. Do this even with minor children who have never 
applied for credit. 
5.    Consider a quality Identity Theft Insurance policy for your family. In general, they are fairly inexpensive and 
can help clean up the financial tornado that can result when you or a family member’s identity is 
compromised. 
Identity theft is a fact of life today. And every indication is that it will continue to increase. Learn how to protect 
yourself from this crime and teach your children. 
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