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At Willis & Machnik, a cor-

nerstone philosophy of our 

business is to always be 

good stewards of the com-

munity.  We do this through 

our volunteer efforts and 

supporting worthwhile 

causes.  Recently the Jackson 

County Chamber of Com-

merce hosted its annual 

awards celebration.  Willis & 

Machnik was center-stage 

throughout the evening.   

Our financial assistant, Eliz-

abeth James was awarded 
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Willis & Machnik Gives and Receives at  

Chamber Annual Event 
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ClientConnect Portal  

HD Vest technology is con-

stantly being upgraded, and 

the way our clients can view 

their accounts online is no 

exception.  Previously, cli-

ents viewed their brokerage 

accounts through “Online 

Access”.  However, if you 

have “direct to fund” ac-

counts those cannot be viewed 

using “Online Access”.   

HD Vest is excited to an-

nounce the launch of a new 

client portal, ClientConnect!  

This is your online portal to 

view your accounts, activity, 

statements, tax documents etc. 

24/7 in one place and send or 

receive messages and files 

from your advisor securely.  

You can also access  

ClientConnect on your mobile 

device, including smart 

phones and tablets, using the 

browser.  

Prior to being granted access, 

contact our office to verify 

your correct mobile phone 

number and email address.   

the Chamber’s Ambassador of 

the Year.  This proud distinc-

tion is given annually to a 

Chamber-to-business liaison, 

known as an “Ambassador” 

for outstanding achievements 

by going above and beyond in 

their volunteer capacity.  Beth 

had done just that, from volun-

teering at events, to chairing 

the committee in 2017, she is 

truly deserving of the honor 

and we are very proud of her.   

The culmination of the event is 

the presentation of the annual 

Small Business Person of the 

Year award.  Pat and I won 

this honor in 2012, and we 

were thrilled when the oppor-

tunity to become the sponsor 

of the award presented itself 

this year.  Not only were we 

able to thank all past winners 

for their contributions and on-

going commitment to the com-

munity, but we were able to 

honor another distinguished 

recipient in John Burtka, the 

2016 Small Business Person of 

the Year. 

At Willis & Machnik, we feel 

our role in our clients’ lives is 

essential for them to reach for 

their financial goals.  We also 

feel that our time and re-

sources are essential to help 

make our community great.     

Elizabeth James 

Pat & Dan with  

Denise & John Burtka  
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Management Partner 

*Pat Willis, Dan Machnik & Tom Masters - Investment Advisor Representatives; *Securities offered through H.D. Vest Investment ServicesSM, Member SIPC, 
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Investments are subject to market risks including the potential loss of principal invested. Asset allocation and diversification do not assure or guarantee better 
performance and cannot eliminate the risk of investment losses. It is not possible to invest directly in an index.  
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Your HD Vest advisor will 

send you an email with the link 

to the ClientConnect site.  Be-

fore you access the system for 

the first time you must sign up 

for Client Connect through the 

URL:  https://client.hdvest.com.  

Complete the fields on the 

screen, click the Sign Up button,  

accept terms and conditions 

and you will receive a mes-

sage indicating you have suc-

cessfully registered.   

 

So let’s get started by con-

tacting our office at  

517-784-5556. 
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Legacy Planning:  

Five Basic Estate Planning Documents  

During our thorough planning 

process we conduct with our 

clients, one of the most com-

mon topics other than invest-

ments is “Legacy Planning”. 

We’ve put together a list of the 

most common estate planning 

documents. 

Will – provides instructions 

for distributing property you 

own, upon your death, 

through the probate process. A 

will is essential if you have 

minor children, because it’s the 

only way to name a guardian 

for them. Your attorney can 

help design a will that meets 

your needs and objectives. 

Durable Power of Attorney – 

allows you to name a trusted 

person to manage your finan-

cial and personal affairs if you 

become incapacitated. This 

document is important for life-

time planning. Your attorney-

in-fact can manage property 

and a wide variety of personal, 

tax and investment matters. 

The authority granted ends 

when you die. 

Durable Power of Attorney 

for Healthcare – allows you to 

name a trusted person to make 

a wide variety of medical deci-

sions if you cannot, including 

end of life care. 

Living Will – expresses your 

intentions with regard to the 

use of life-sustaining measures 

in the event of a terminal ill-

ness. It expresses what you 

want done, it does not give 

anyone the authority to speak 

for you. Sometimes this docu-

ment is combined with the 

Durable Power of Attorney for 

Healthcare. 

Revocable Living Trust – of-

ten used in states where the 

probate process is lengthy and 

expensive. By transferring 

assets into a revocable living 

trust, you can provide for con-

tinued management of your 

financial affairs if you become 

incapacitated or upon your 

death. The assets titled and 

held in a trust avoid probate. 

During your lifetime, you typ-

ically act as your own trustee. 

You’d name a successor trus-

tee to manage the trust assets 

after your death or become 

incapacitated. Your attorney 

can help you determine 

whether a revocable trust is 

appropriate for your situation 

and need. 

Remember, the distribution of 

your estate is affected by how 

your assets are titled and by 

beneficiary designations.                                                                                                    
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