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DIGITAL ASSETS AND SOCIAL MEDIA: LIFE AFTER DEATH 
 

When creating an estate plan, most of us do not think about our digital life and its future in the event of our death.  The 
fate of these digital assets and social media accounts are just starting to become a discussed topic.  At the minimum, 
most of us have an e-mail account, Facebook page, iTunes, e-books and online photo albums.  Additionally, many of us 
have online bank and brokerage accounts, loyalty rewards programs, intellectual property, Pay-Pal and eBay accounts 
and accounts or sites on which online purchases are made.  Websites and blogs that may generate revenue are also 
included.  Your digital property includes all information that you store electronically, whether it is stored on a physical 
devise or in the “cloud.” 
 
Our digital accounts may or may not have a monetary value but they are valuable to our day-to-day life and to our 
estate.  Can you imagine how stressful it would be if your entire digital life was eliminated and you had no access to any 
of your accounts or the online sites you frequented?  Then, I am sure you can imagine the frustration if, in the event of 
your death or incapacity, your family or personal representative had no access to your digital and social media accounts 
(assets) due to absence of passwords, etc. 
 
It is also important to know that all digital accounts and assets are governed by their separate user agreements and in 
some instances by state and federal law.   
 
With the ever changing world of electronics, it may not be possible to fully plan for our digital assets, however, the 
following may make it easier for our families and representatives: 

CREATE AN INVENTORY OF YOUR DIGITAL ASSETS AND SOCIAL MEDIA ACCOUNTS  

 Begin by identifying all computers and other pieces of hardware that may contain information.  This may include 
home and office computers, laptops, tablets, USB flash and hard drives, cameras, iPods, etc.   

 Software programs and file folders and their locations are next.   
 List online accounts (banking, shopping, Amazon, etc.), online sites where you may keep photos, documents, etc. 

and social media accounts.  

LIST PASSWORDS 

 While it goes against all the security measures we have been taught, a list of log-in IDs, passwords and PIN numbers 
should be kept and regularly updated.  

 This can be either a written list and kept in a secure location or can be an encrypted electronic list (web based or 
software) that needs only a master password to access.  No matter which “virtual vault” is selected, it is important 
that a trusted individual have access to the list and instructions. 

 To avoid any unforeseen issues, the Terms of Service contracts should be reviewed before a family member or 
representative attempts to access your accounts.      

SELECT “DIGITAL EXECUTOR” OR “DIGITAL REPRESENTATIVE” 

 While it is probable that your state does not legally recognize a “Digital Executor” (most states don’t), it is still 
advisable to name a person or persons who should manage your digital assets upon your death or incapacity.  This 
could be done in your will for death; a power of attorney for life event or by a separate written appointment that 
could cover both lifetime and death.   

 The person selected should be tech-savvy and experienced with the internet.  He or she should also be someone that 
will be trusted to follow your instructions.  

 Certain Social Media like Facebook have their own rules and restrictions, e.g. Facebook will now allow a user to 
appoint a “legacy contact” to a Facebook account to allow limited access to manage a Facebook account after a user’s 
death. 

As the digital world continues to expand, the complex issues attached to it will also continue to grow.  It will be a 
challenge for the federal and state laws to catch up and stay abreast of this ever changing field.  Remember, just like with 
the planning for your non-digital estate, the more information and instructions given before your death or incapacity, 
the easier it will be on your family afterwards. 

If you have any questions regarding the above, please give us a call.  As always, it is 
important to consult with a financial and legal advisor before taking any specific action. 

This publication is designed to present information on business, tax and estate  planning matters in general  
terms and is not intended to be used as a basis for specific action without obtaining professional advice. 


