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Saturn 5 ? 

     “ By God, our building is shaking here. Or building’s shaking! Oh! It’s terrific the buildings 

shaking! This big glass window is shaking! We’re holding it with our hands! Look at that 

rocket go!” Walter Cronkite screamed at 7 AM on Nov. 9 1967. Walter and the press were 3.5 

miles away from the launch pad and still dust flew everywhere as the decibels reached 120 

louder than the front row of a rock concert. A reading of 125 and their ears would have been in 

pain. Standing 363 feet tall with max thrust of 7.5 million pounds. The first stage consumed 

liquid oxygen and kerosene at 15 tons per second. This was the first flight of the Saturn 5. Here 

we are 50 years later and it’s still the biggest most powerful rocket ever launched. President 

Kennedy set the goal to put a man on the moon before the end of the decade. He knew Ameri-

cans liked an challenge. At one time it was estimated that the Apollo program made up 1% of the entire countries GDP for several years at 

the programs peak. By the time we landed on the moon no more Saturn 5 rockets would be built. The remaining ones were used on subse-

quent missions, including Eagle 16, July 1969 (first men on the moon), until the last one May 14 1973 for Skylab. Like all great achieve-

ments great individuals made it happen. Von Braun was the rocket scientist and George Mueller was his boss, together, with all our money, 

they made it happen.  

Space X Falcon Heavy ? 

     Saturn 5 could lift 33 elephants in orbit, Space X’s Falcon Heavy will lift 12.5 elephants and will be the most powerful rocket in the 

world. Sometime in the near future Falcon Heavy is scheduled to take off from Kennedy Space Center Launch Complex Pad 39A the same 

launch complex that Saturn 5 used so many years ago. If the Falcon Heavy launch is successful it will cement Space X as the premier space 

launching entity government or private. Space X launched 17 payloads to orbit in 2017 and has a busier calendar for 2018. Reusability of 

the first stage of Falcon 9’s ( they land themselves back at the launch site or on a barge out to sea) has made Space X one of the most com-

petitive space launch providers. This lower cost, will open up more uses of space for communications and other endeavors. NASA has the 

SLS rocket in development and sometime in 2020 or so, when and if, it launches, it will be even more powerful than the Saturn 5.   

Space X did not go it alone financially. It has been the recipient of many government contracts and grants to enable it’s rocket launch busi-

ness. So far, this has been a great example of government private partnerships that work. It started under President Bush, and President 

Obama’s administration kicked it into high gear.    

BFR?  

     Space X announced this fall the start of development of their BFR which will be the rocket that it will use to help make mankind an 

inner planetary species. A permanent Mars colony is the first step. Development of the BFR is the machine to make this happen. It will use 

a new fuel, Liquid Methane and Liquid Oxygen, in their new Raptor Engine, To produce a much more powerful and efficient rocket. A 

scaled down Raptor engine has been testing over the last 2 years. NASA is not putting all it’s eggs in one basket they are also giving con-

tracts to Orbital’s ATK who launch from Wallops Island VA. Blue Origin has gotten help from NASA for development of it’s BE-4 engine 

which will use similar tech as Space X raptor. The BE-4 passed a critical test just last fall. Like the Raptor, New Glenn will be reusable. 

They hope to get rocket engines one day as reliable and usable as jet engines on aircraft are today. Blue Origin is owned by Jeff Bezos 

Amazon’s creator. If anyone privately has the deep pockets for rocket development it’s Jeff Bezos. Some have awarded Jeff Bezo’s with 

the worlds richest man title.   

2018 ? 

   The economy seems to hitting on all cylinders for now. The Federal Reserve has announced their intent to raise rates as the year goes 

along. Besides Geo Political risk’s the raising of rates is always an issue for the economy. Hopefully they can raise them at a reasonable 

amount and not kill the best GDP numbers we have seen in quite a while. Inflation is the key, hopefully it won’t get too out of hand in this 

economic expansion. Stock’s look like they want to move higher as the economy and 

profits move higher. If that all happens in concert 2018 could be a very good year.  
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2017 Market Results 
S&P 500                      +15.3%  

NASDAQ Composite   +24.5% 

Dow Industrials            +18.6%  

Russell 2000                 +11.1% 

Dow Global                  +17% 
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