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Founded

1981
Advisors

1,200

Headquarters

Schaumburg, Ill.
Assets Under Management

$19b

Your tax practice gives you unique qualifications as a financial advisor, an in-depth understanding 
that puts you in the ideal position to help your clients achieve their financial goals. At Cetera® 
Financial Specialists, we share your belief that this is the perfect blend of services, and devote our 
resources to helping you create the practice you envision. 

It starts with the customized service of our field-support structure, unmatched within the industry. 
Your Regional and Internal Planning Specialists (RPS and IPS) are your dedicated business 
consultants, giving you access to all the strategies, solutions, training and support that you need 
to grow. Their practice management expertise covers both your wealth management and your tax 
practice, ensuring that the two always enhance—and never interfere with—each other. Your RPS 
works with you in your office, delivering unparalleled hands-on support, while your IPS is your direct 
connection at the home office.

The high-touch service and dedication to your vision extends throughout the firm. When partnering 
with new advisors, our focus is not based on production numbers or even current licensing. We are 
passionate about partnering with CPAs, enrolled agents and tax preparers who believe a holistic 
approach to servicing their clients is the best approach—and then helping them realize their vision 
of success.

We believe that gives us a unique difference. There is no other firm that truly understands what it 
takes for an independent tax professional like you to thrive in today’s ultra-competitive marketplace.
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BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT

The unique ability to offer both tax and financial advice gives you a competitive advantage. It creates 
opportunities for reaching an optimal level of performance and higher levels of profitability for your 
practice. Access to industry knowledge, innovative ideas and the right partner will ensure you have 
the right support through each phase of your business growth. 

6 7

Business Planning
Creating a business plan allows you to establish a strategy and allocate resources according to your 
priorities. A well-defined plan details specific objectives and measurable actions. From strategy to 
execution, we help you stay accountable. And, you can track and monitor progress in our award-
winning* practice management tool, Pentameter.® 

Growth and Acquisition
Make your practice’s growth not only achievable but also manageable—while ensuring that your 
business is structured and positioned for maximum value and transferability. We train you on our
custom business analytics tools to monitor and elevate current business, or to support acquisitions 
of other practices.

Qualified Consultants
Our support for your business goes well beyond that of the typical consultant. Your Regional and 
Internal Planning Specialists have expertise in practice management and all product lines, from 
mutual funds to life insurance. They also have multiple FINRA securities registrations, and most 
have insurance licenses as well, so their experience extends beyond a single discipline. Your RPS also 
serves as your designated supervisor. From relationship management to product navigation, from 
practice evolution to navigating your licensing, the support of your RPS and IPS is all-encompassing 
and built on a wealth of industry knowledge.

Business
Development54%

Succession
Planning72%

Business
Management15%

Human
Capital33%

Operational
Efficiency93%

For illustrative purposes only.

Pentameter

Pentameter assesses your business in five 
key measures of business success:

*Pentameter was recognized as the best Practice Management resource at the 2015 WealthManagement.com Industry Awards. For use with financial professionals only.
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8

Wealth management requires sophisticated financial solutions. We offer a platform to address 
the complex needs of affluent and high-net-worth investors. This infrastructure is supported 
by specialists with expertise in asset management, advisory consulting, research, retirement 
planning, insurance, and advanced tax and legal services. The right combination of technology and 
consultation ensures your firm is positioned to offer trusted, unbiased wealth management advice. 

9WEALTH MANAGEMENT

Investment Management and Research
Access leading investment research, portfolio construction, asset management and private client 
services through Tower Square Investment Management®—our asset management and investment 
research team. Their philosophy is centered on:

• An inherent focus on risk management—it makes up the DNA of their diversified portfolios
• A robust, quantitative infrastructure for driving strategic portfolio allocation
• Multidisciplinary expertise and collaboration among the research team and portfolio managers
• Access to our portfolio managers, providing transparency into themes and active management

 
Portfolios are designed to comprehensively address investor needs across the entire risk/reward 
spectrum. Clients get access to flexible, sophisticated, and long-term investment solutions that 
address the complexity of today’s markets.

Portfolio Advisory Services
Keep your clients on-target for their retirement goals without detracting from your core business. 
Celebrating more than 20 years of success, Portfolio Advisory Services allows you to offer fee-
based services by partnering with Dimensional Fund Advisors. Designed to help you capture market 
returns and achieve your long-term investment goals, the Portfolio Advisory Services program 
utilizes a disciplined approach that features a highly diversified, low-cost investment methodology 
customized to each client’s risk tolerance and personal financial goals. This investment methodology 
is based on Nobel Prize-winning financial concepts supported by decades of academic research.

8
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Manage Portfolios 
Efficiently
A cutting-edge 
advisory platform 
streamlines your 
business

Take On 
Complex Cases
Legal and tax 
professionals help 
deliver sophisticated 
solutions

Consult with 
Experts
Guidance on 
sales, portfolio 
construction, 
marketing and more 

Expand Your 
Business Model
Sharpen your skills 
with progressive 
training opportunities

11WEALTH MANAGEMENT

Insurance Services
Beyond basic risk management, clients are often unaware of the importance or possibilities that 
insurance solutions can provide. Insurance can protect their most valuable assets and mitigate the 
risk of unexpected events. You'll be able to offer an extensive scope of risk management solutions 
that can help you protect and grow your clients' assets. Through our firm, you'll be able to leverage 
basic insurance such as life, disability and long-term-care products, as well as insurance-based 
wealth solutions like qualified plans, estate planning and annuity products. 

WEALTH MANAGEMENT10

Your 
Complete 

Wealth 
Solutions

Retirement Services
Provide innovative retirement solutions to clients with access to a suite of resources to help you 
develop, promote and manage your retirement plan business.

Solutions may include business or individual retirement plans, plans that identify and implement 
risk-averse asset management strategies, or plans that address asset protection, estate planning 
and more. Access a full menu of defined contribution and defined benefit plans, including traditional 
and Roth IRAs, 401(k) plans, profit-sharing plans, and much more. 

Our affiliated third-party administrator specializes in advanced plan design and administration, 
working with you to craft customized retirement solutions that can be integrated into a 
comprehensive wealth management offering for each individual client. 

Advanced Planning
Clients are more frequently seeking advice that goes beyond the scope of traditional investment 
management. If you can provide this guidance, you gain a valuable differentiator. Helping you 
provide the best service possible to your clients, the Advanced Planning Group is a dedicated team 
of highly credentialed legal and tax professionals focused on providing advice on more sophisticated 
issues such as:

• Emerging legislation and tax code changes
• Wealth transfer and estates
• Retirement and distributions
• Business and succession planning
• Stock options
• Life insurance

You’ll have direct access to this team of seasoned specialists and can rely on them to help you 
navigate complex cases.

For use with financial professionals only.
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MARKETING12 13

Marketing Consulting
A strategic approach to marketing rests on the foundation of a marketing plan that is actionable, 
measurable and meets your specific goals. We’ll align you with the right consultants who will work 
with you to ensure your brand is top of mind with your target audience, as well as offer support in: 

• Establishing a solid digital presence, from your website, to social media, to SEO 
• Branding and design direction
• Client and prospect communications, events and promotions
• Observance of the latest trends and best practices of successful advisors
• Training and consulting to help you create and execute a marketing plan

Connect2Clients®—Your Marketing Command Center
The Connect2Clients (C2C) platform enables you to develop and manage ongoing campaigns 
for current and prospective clients on a personalized basis. C2C targets multiple digital channels, 
including email, websites, mobile apps and social media. The platform provides a wide array 
of compliance-approved and timely content across a broad range of categories, from market 
commentary articles to email birthday cards. You can choose the types of content you want clients 
to receive, delivery methods, number of recipients, frequency of contact, campaign duration and 
other parameters—all from the integrated C2C portal.

Print OnDemand
Leave a lasting impression with print marketing. Print OnDemand lets you design and order high-
quality print materials to professionally promote your firm and brand. Choose from a library of 
customizable business cards, brochures, promotional items and more. For added convenience, the 
platform automatically routes all orders to compliance for efficient approvals.

The right marketing blend has the power to influence client satisfaction, inspire prospects, create 
efficiency in your communications and grow a loyal client base. Regardless of business size or 
marketing budget, we help you shape and execute a plan to share your story and promote the 
unique value of your firm. 

You'll be able to set your firm apart with access to our dedicated team of consultants and marketing 
platforms custom built for financial advisors. We cover everything from the essentials like email, 
printing and targeted campaigns to sophisticated solutions, such as a full social media strategy or 
custom mobile application.

For use with financial professionals only.
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TECHNOLOGY

Meet the future of practice efficiency, productivity and profitability. Our innovative Model Office 
capabilities are designed to provide maximum flexibility in the way you run your independent 
practice. Created from the perspective of financial advisors, our seamless technology workstation, 
SmartWorks,® can increase your productivity and streamline your workflow and operations—all in 
our paperless office system.

14 15

SmartWorks
A fully integrated, online technology hub and advisor workstation, SmartWorks is a one-stop shop 
for everything you need to manage your business. It allows you to access accounts, place trades, 
retrieve client notes, view current account data, access market intelligence, and review performance 
through multilevel reporting capabilities.

RightBRIDGE® and 1040 Prospector™
What if you could hire a full-time expert to analyze your clients’ information and suggest specific, 
relevant opportunities—along with detailed compliance-approved explanations that help facilitate 
client conversations? Now you can! RightBRIDGE is an easy-to-use suggestion engine that delves 
into your available client data to provide daily suggestions on five of your existing clients, along with 
reasons to follow up with each of them.

RightBRIDGE can benefit you by:

• Deepening your relationships and potentially increasing your revenue
• Getting you DOL-rule ready by helping identify clients with qualified plans
• Expanding your knowledge of viable financial solutions
• Helping you serve your clients in a holistic manner

Best of all, with 1040 Prospector, featured suggestions are based on data mined from both financial 
accounts and tax information. Harness the power of RightBRIDGE and 1040 Prospector to better 
target and respond to all of your clients’ needs. 

• RightBRIDGE is a suggestion engine, not a sales tool
• The “bridges” presented are suggestions, not recommendations or solicitations
• Using RightBRIDGE is not a substitute for advisor due diligence
• The entire RightBRIDGE system, including screens, reports, printouts, etc., is for advisor use only and may not be shared with clients
• Any updates to client information must be accomplished through SmartWorks

RightBRIDGE | 1040 Prospector

Connect2Clients

Pentameter

MoneyGuidePro

Guided Portfolio Solutions

Pershing | 

SmartWorks

NetX360 & 
Charles Schwab

For use with financial professionals only.
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Business growth goes hand in hand with professional growth. Our regional and national programs 
give you direct access to our senior executives, strategic partners, and some of the top minds in the 
industry. You will also tap into the experience and support of those with a unique perspective on 
your practice—your peers. 

16 17

National Conference
Our annual conference features best practices from peers and industry experts, information on 
trends in the industry, sales and marketing ideas, new technology tools and compliance training and 
updates. It also provides you with opportunities to learn new approaches through general sessions 
and productive breakouts, as well as to connect and collaborate with your industry colleagues 
through various networking events.

Wealth Management University
This specialized curriculum is designed to develop advanced wealth management 
skills through a series of classes with top industry educators. Training covers multiple 
disciplines: wealth management, business planning, practice differentiation and 
marketing. You have the opportunity to achieve advanced certifications and focus on 
improving your ability to serve clients and grow your business.

Training and Education
Our educational opportunities range from on-demand and live technology training to networking 
and training programs, product training, webcast conference calls, and economic commentaries. 

• Excellerate Workshops: Your designated RPS holds workshops three times a year in your area to 
help you meet the needs of your clients, as well as give you an opportunity to discuss and share 
practice management ideas with your peers.

• Local In-Office Training: This personalized session with your dedicated RPS and IPS is 
customized to your growth and development needs.

• SmartWorks Learning Center: Get 24/7 access to more than 200 learning modules covering 
such topics as how to process business and use our technology.

Certified Wealth Strategist®

Certified Retirement Counselor®

Accredited Investment Fiduciary®

Wealth Management University 
Designation Courses

For use with financial professionals only.
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JOIN US

We are the leading growth consultant for tax and accounting professionals integrating wealth 
management into their practices. This makes us uniquely qualified to provide the support you need 
to help ensure that both your tax practice and your financial services business are successful. 

18 19

Transition Experience
Once you make the decision to join Cetera Financial Specialists, we provide you with a level 
of service that reinforces the wisdom of your choice. From the initial consultation to transition 
completion, we take the time to understand the vision and goals for your business. As part of 
the transition, we review various aspects of your practice—including licensing, production level, 
marketing activities and technology needs—to help you create a clear path to business growth. 
Our Transitions team customizes the process around you and your clients. To help ensure a smooth 
road, we provide a 90-in-90 transition plan. It focuses on getting you started successfully and, if 
applicable, transferring 90% of your accounts in 90 days with minimal disruption to your business. 
With goal-setting tools and planning sessions to help support your business, we remain focused on 
ensuring you get the most from our technology and services. 

Realize the Full Potential of a  
Relationship with Cetera Financial Specialists
As a broker-dealer focused primarily on working with tax and accounting professionals and CPA 
firms, Cetera Financial Specialists delivers proven client solutions, customized not only to your niche 
within the industry, but to your specific practice. From wealth management platforms and programs 
to innovative turnkey marketing solutions, you will benefit from a firm that truly understands your 
business model, your needs and the unique breadth of skills you bring to your clients. By leveraging 
the strength and resources of a large broker-dealer with the personalized touch of a smaller firm, we 
can deliver all the tools and services to help build your firm the way you want.

For use with financial professionals only.
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We share your vision.

Cetera Financial Specialists LLC
Member FINRA/SIPC

200 N. Martingale Road
Schaumburg, IL 60173

877.744.2238
ceterafinancialspecialists.com
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