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Creating A Better Financial Future
Saving for the future is never easy – especially when health care costs 
are rising and the burden of retirement savings rests squarely on your 
shoulders. Securing your future by actively protecting your savings and 
investments is also challenging. Many people do not understand how 
markets work and when or how to take action to help build or preserve 
wealth. But with a balanced approach, the disciplined investor can 
persevere – and work toward his/her goals.

With inflation and increased life expectancy, investors may want to 
consider allocating a portion of their portfolio to growth investments to 
help keep up with the cost of living longer. Volatile markets highlight the 
need to consider more conservative investments. As a result, disciplined 
investors realize they need to find a way to balance risk and return.

As you sort through alternative investment strategies and solutions, 
where do you get the information you need to make the best decisions 
for your future? 

Uncertain times have created a new economic reality for individuals and families across North America. 
As they prepare for their futures, they can no longer rely solely on employee-funded retirement plans, 
pension funds and Social Security to sustain them through retirement. They have to save more and 
proactively manage their investments. But household budgets are stretched as people struggle to do 
more with less income.

And when you consider these hard facts, it is not surprising that middle-income families are feeling 
immense financial pressure:

•	 By 2009, U.S. life expectancy increased to 78.2 years of age1 

•	 Only 61% of Americans have confidence in U.S. capital markets, down from 68% in 2010 and 
84% in 20072

•	 34% of workers report they had to dip into savings to pay for basic expenses in the past  
12 months3

•	 68% of working people have less than $1,000 in savings and investments4 

•	 In-state tuition and fees at the public colleges averaged $8,244 in the 2011-12 school year, up 8.3 
percent over the previous year5

•	 In 2008, Social Security provided:
•		At	least	half	the	income	to	64%	of	people	receiving	benefits6

•		90%	of	the	income	to	34%	of	people	receiving	benefits6

Ultimately the burden is on each individual to secure his or her tomorrow 
by building up savings and investments while also safeguarding wealth. 
And with Transamerica Financial Advisors, Inc., Transamerica Financial 
Group Division (TFG), you don’t have to go it alone.

1 U.S. Department of Health and Human Resources, National Vital Statistics Reports (March 16, 2011): Vol. 59, no. 4.
2 Center for Audit Quality (CAQ), Main Street Investor Survey, 2011.
3 EBRI, Retirement Confidence Survey, March 2011, no. 355. 
4 Employee Benefit Research Institute and Mathew Greenwald & Associates, Retirement Confidence Survey, 2011 RCS Fact Sheet #2.
5 College Board Advocate & Policy Center, Trends in College Pricing 2011, October 2011.
6 Social Security Administration, Fast Facts & Figures About Social Security, Publication 13-11785, August, 2010.
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A Balanced Strategy
TFG can manage your portfolio, using investment strategies that align with your stated goals and objectives. 
Additionally, as a TFG client, you’ll have access to a broad array of well-known product providers who 
offer multiple types of securities products to help meet your needs. With TFG Advisory Services, you and 
your financial advisor are equipped to help you meet the challenges of today’s ever-changing markets.

TFG Investment Advisor Representatives provide the following services:

•	 Establish an ongoing relationship with you

•	 Review your current financial position

•	 Assist in setting financial goals

•	 Provide a recommended strategy for investment products and/or 
services, including life insurance options and advisory services

•	 Help determine which money management strategies are right for you

•	 Adjust and monitor your financial strategy as your needs change 
over time

Who Is TFG?
•	 TFG is made up of independent associates 

dedicated to helping families achieve 
financial independence.

•	 TFG believes it’s important to help families 
grow and protect wealth.

Let TFG Help You
Set up an appointment today and let your TFG 
Investment Advisor Representative help you:

•	 Create a better tomorrow for yourself and 
your loved ones

•	 Review your finances, investments and goals

•	 Select the products and services that are 
appropriate for you, which may include a 
third-party money manager

We Are Here To Make Your Tomorrow 
Begin Today.

MoneY MAnAgeMenT sTYles

The theory behind active management 
is that there is a belief that markets 
are inefficient and that stocks are often 
mispriced. Active money managers 
make specific investments with the goal 
of outperforming a benchmark index 
by relying on their own professional 
judgment, analytical research and 
forecasts. Active management is a 
dynamic strategy in that the money 
managers reallocate and rebalance the 
portfolio on an ongoing basis to adjust 
to market conditions. This strategy 
offers the potential to beat the market 
by exploiting inefficiencies in pricing. 
And, in theory, this strategy has the 
ability to defend against down markets.  
Generally, there are higher costs and 
fees associated with active management 
and, as with any investment there is a 
level of risk that investors assume.

Passive management is a market-driven 
investment strategy that seeks to match 
the risk characteristics and returns 
of a specific index by replicating the 
securities in the index. The theory behind 
this investment style is that markets 
are efficient, which suggests that the 
price of a security is the fair value price.  
Passive management investments offer 
broad diversification with generally low 
expenses and tax efficiency. However 
they do not defend against down 
markets and do not attempt to beat 
index returns.

The decision to choose active or passive 
money management styles should be 
made in the context of your overall 
investment objectives and ability to 
tolerate risk. You may choose to use both 
strategies in a balanced approach to help 
achieve your overall investment goals.


