
RETIREMENT PL ANNING

 investing for your

retirement
 goals



it’s never too soon 
   to start

planning
With the need for retirement 
planning so important, it is 
fortunate there are so many 
diverse ways to save for the 
future. Even so, selecting the 
proper retirement investment 
vehicles may require the 
skilled guidance of a financial 
consultant who can identify and 
explain a variety of retirement 
planning strategies and help you 
choose the ones that address 
your individual goals.



Whatever your goals in life, you’ve planned ahead 
and worked every step of the way to achieve them. 
Reaching your retirement goals will require the same 
preparation and commitment. For over a century, life 
expectancy in the United States has been steadily 
increasing. This good news carries with it the burden 
of accumulating assets sufficient for an extended 
retirement. Of equal importance is the need to 
allocate assets and structure distributions to ensure 
they last as long as they are needed.

Individual Retirement Accounts (IRAs)
Traditional, Roth and rollover IRAs each have their 
own advantages as well as certain restrictions. 

While traditional IRAs often allow tax-deductible 
contributions and offer tax-deferred earnings, Roth 
IRAs are funded with after-tax dollars and allow 
earnings to be withdrawn tax-free after age 59½, 
provided the account has been open at least five 
years. Both allow annual contributions of $5,500 
($6,500 if 50 or older) and make available a broad 
choice of investment vehicles. 

Plus, both traditional and Roth IRAs offer a certain 
degree of flexibility in case you need to interrupt your 
savings for specified expenses, such as purchasing a 
first home or funding a child’s education. Roth IRAs 
must be open at least five years prior to withdrawals 
being taken, and normal tax rates will apply for 
withdrawals from traditional IRAs.*

A more specialized option, rollover accounts are used 
strictly to convert funds from qualified retirement or 
pension plans without assuming current tax liability. 
With so many choices, choosing the right IRA for your 
needs takes careful research and consideration.

* Unless certain criteria are met, IRS penalties (usually 10%) will apply on 
withdrawals taken from traditional IRA accounts prior to age 59½, in addition 
to income taxes. Withdrawals after 59½ are subject to income tax. RMDs 
(required minimum distributions) must generally be taken by the account 
holder within the year after turning 70.



Employer-Sponsored Plans
Whether it’s a simplified employee pension (SEP) or 
savings incentive match plan for employees (SIMPLE) 
IRA, a 401(k), or a defined benefit plan, many 
employers offer some sort of qualified retirement 
plan. Contributing to these plans can be a great way 
to set aside pre-tax dollars for retirement. Even if 
you are the sole proprietor in your own business, an 
Individual(k) is a cost-effective 401(k)/profit sharing 
plan for small business owners that may be a useful 
way to save for the future while taking advantage of 
tax benefits today.

Although you may not have a choice about the type 
of retirement plan your employer offers, you can 
choose whether or not and how to invest in these 
plans. Each plan has a range of investment options 
and distribution considerations you’ll want to keep in 
mind when choosing the right plan for you. Selecting 
the proper investments, wisely allocating your assets, 
making decisions about withdrawals and required 
minimum distributions, and choosing what to do 
with plan assets when you change jobs can all be 
daunting. You should consider undertaking these 
tasks with professional guidance.

Additional Investment Vehicles
Your financial consultant has access to a broad 
array of investment products such as mutual funds, 
annuities, individual stocks and bonds, or separately 
managed accounts from independent money 
managers. Individually, or in conjunction with other 
retirement accounts, these investment product 
choices may offer you additional avenues to pursue 
your retirement accumulation and distribution goals. 
And while the options are numerous and the choices 
potentially confusing, your financial consultant has the  
knowledge to help you sort through the potential 
benefits and limitations of each.





      how would 
   you like to

           live?

       when should  
     you 
 retire?

  how much 
   should you 
   save?



A financial consultant can help you determine which 
investment vehicle or combination of investments is  
properly designed to work toward your goals. Even 
when investing through your employer, the advice of a 
financial consultant can be invaluable in making crucial 
plan decisions and helping to ensure these investments 
and all of your retirement savings accounts match your 
broader retirement planning goals, minimizing portfolio 
overlap and ensuring optimal diversification. 

Beyond these services, your financial consultant 
can also help make certain that the amounts you are 
contributing to the savings vehicles you choose are 
appropriate for both your current financial situation and 
your long-term goals.

Retirement planning raises many questions
 � How would you like to live in retirement? 

 � How much do you need to save to retire?

 � When do you hope to retire?

 �  What investments are right to help you reach  
these goals?

 �  How much should you save to meet your  
retirement goals?

The most important thing you can do to secure your 
own financial future is to start planning today.

Your financial consultant knows the questions to ask 
and can help you find the answers you need. Why wait? 
Schedule a free, no-obligation appointment today.
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Investments and Insurance Products:

Not FDIC/NCUA Insured Not Bank/Credit Union Guaranteed May Lose Value

Not Guaranteed by Any Government Agency Not a Bank/Credit Union Deposit

There is no assurance that the strategies discussed will yield 
positive outcomes. The purchase of securities will be required to 
effect the strategies. Investing involves risks, including possible 
loss of principal. There is no guarantee that a diversified portfolio 
will enhance overall returns or outperform a non-diversified 
portfolio. Diversification and asset allocation do not protect 
against market risk. This information is not intended to be a 
substitute for specific individualized tax advice. We suggest that 
you discuss your specific tax issues with a qualified tax advisor.

This material has been prepared by LPL Financial. To the extent 
you are receiving investment advice from a separately registered 
independent investment advisor, please note that LPL Financial is 
not an affiliate of, and makes no representation with respect to, 
such entity.
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