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   Early County, Georgia, solar development is the epicenter of how business 
and government can team together to produce lower CO2 emitting electric 
power. It’s rare when an electrical generating plant of any kind can help in so 
many ways.   
   Facebook has a data center in Newton County and they wanted emission free 
power for the center. Walton EMC teamed up with an outfit called Silicone 
Valley Ranch out of Nashville TN. Silicone Ranch is about 40% owned by 
Shell Oil. Now to be fair the data center runs 24 hours, solar does not produce 
when the sun does not shine, and the data center is not in Early County. So the 
power gets in the grid when the sun shines. This is actually a power offset. The amount of power from the projects 
in Early County will offset all of the data center’s power usage eventually.  
   The solar panels installed are Hanwha Q Cells out of their 300,000 square foot 1.7 giga watt annual Dalton, GA 
factory. To give some perspective, an average nuclear power plant has about a one giga watt annual production. So 
this plant is huge, so big it’s the largest solar panel plant in the western hemisphere. Their panels have about 19% 
efficiency now and as technology improves this should go higher in the future.  
   The panels in Early County have a one axis track in that they are angled south fixed and track east to west as the 
sun moves. This adds another 10 to 20 percent efficiency over fixed panels. The first Bancroft Station Solar Farm of 
102.5 watts turned on the switch in December. Early County government is happy about the new revenue. They 
plan to lower some ad valorem taxes, give raises to county public works employees, and start a Career Academy at 
Early County schools.  
    As you might suspect, keeping the undergrowth from taking over is a big deal because it will eventually cut off 
the sunlight from reaching the panels. This can be expensive and involve mowing machines, etc. These panels are 
off the ground just far enough so that wind, weather, etc. do not effect them as much. Will Harris, owner of White 
Oaks Pastures and a holistic animal stock raiser located in Early County, took a deal with Silicone Valley and he 
will be grazing sheep to do the job. Will Harris has some animals whose lineage goes back to the Civil War. It’s re-
markable that one family operation is still going for that many generations. Will does his home work and has an ag-
riculture degree from UGA. He always thought he knew the best way to graze live stock, but several years back he 
became familiar with Alan Savoy’s holistic methods of grazing large herds concentrated for shorter duration to pro-
mote better, deeper roots and grasses. Will says it’s harder than just putting livestock on the land unattended, but he 
can carry larger populations on the same land. It can be more efficient.  
     Look for this model of electrical development to expand and it will only get bigger. It’s a huge shift in how we 
will be making our electricity. Microsoft just announced their intention to be carbon neutral retro to their existence 
by 2050. They plan on being carbon negative by 2030. They have committed 1 billion dollars so far for this project.  
     This is only the start. Major corporations across the globe will be jumping on this PR bandwagon and we will all 
benefit, hopefully, in a better environment. Or at least, one in which world wide temps will slow their upward trend.  
     It’s not often that a project has so many wins for all involved. It makes for a good day and we all should feel op-
timistic about all this.  
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2020 Market Results 
S&P 500                      +1.6%  
NASDAQ Composite   +3.6% 
Dow Industrials            +1.1%  
Russell 2000                 -1.2% 
Dow Global                  -1.7% 
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