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LIVING YOUR LIFE WITH DIGNITY 
 (as printed in the Highlands Ranch Herald on June 15th, 2017)         

 
Finance by Patricia Kummer CFP® 

 
 Everyone wants to live their lives with dignity.  It sounds simple and may be 

something we take for granted or don’t think about very much but we should.  We need to be 
taking steps to make certain all phases of life, and even to the point of dying, are with dignity. 

 
This comes to mind with the passing of a dear friend and leader in the financial planning 

profession.  One of his mottos was that financial planning is a noble profession (as opposed to 
an industry) as we help others live their lives with dignity.  One of our jobs is to help people 
with life planning which evolves into being able to retire and eventually age with dignity. 

 
Richard (Dick) Wagner, JD, CFP was constantly challenging the financial planning 

community to go beyond the obvious.  Yes, you need a certain amount of money and yes you 
should be aware of what your resources are.  But what lies beneath the common denominator 
of money?  Planners need to ask the hard questions and challenge you to think about what 
makes you vulnerable, afraid, confident or confused.  We educate, empower and guide you to 
achieve your goals.  When you are in control, you will have the dignity that goes along with 
independence. 

 
Dick was not afraid to delve deep into what your relationship with money is.  He often 

asked what your first recollection of money was:  Was is used as a tool, a weapon, a positive 
reinforcement or did it come with a negative connotation?  This will likely shape your 
relationship with money forever unless you become self-aware enough to consciously change 
the course to have a healthier relationship with this utility.  Here are some of my favorite 
concepts that those of us who learned from Dick over the past 30 years include in our planning 
practices: 
 

• Money is a tool that we have been granted stewardship of.  Those who accept 
this responsibility have a healthy relationship with money. 

• Financial planning is not about managing money, it is guiding individuals to make 
good decisions and utilize their money to live a full life. 

• Financial life planning includes understanding ways to exchange value for what 
you need.  Therefore, money may be the vehicle but it is not the destination. 

I am honored to have known, worked with and volunteered with Dick for 30 years.  I am 
honored to be a part of this noble profession, to help others attain their dreams.  The next time 
you think about a goal, make it a memory instead of a thing.  Think of money as something to  
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exchange for something of value.  In other words, change the goal from “to be rich” to “to be 
independent, informed, empowered”.  This will almost guarantee you will retire with dignity and 
leave a legacy of values, not necessarily money or things that people who do not have a 
healthy relationship with money will just fight over. 
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