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We want to extend warm wishes to you this holiday season as well as take this 
opportunity to let you know how much we appreciate each of you as clients.  
May the good cheer we hope you enjoy with family and friends this month  

last throughout the New Year.
The idea of supporting nonprofits in lieu of sending holiday cards was well received by 
clients last year, so we’re doing it again this year.  We have made contributions to the 
American Cancer Society and the Veterans Hospitals Great Lakes Health System, and 

included notes that say the gifts were made on behalf of our clients.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

The Voyage Financial Group



If you regularly read a columnist in Sunday’s 
business section of Chicago’s major daily 

newspaper, you know she is not a fan of financial 
advisors. Fortunately, her thoughts and advice run 
contrary to a survey of 4,500 Americans, the majority 
of whom believe they have a better chance to retire 
comfortably if they are working with a financial 
professional.

The results of 
the survey, 
commissioned 
by Allianz Life 
– a financial 
services 
company – 
and conducted 
by The Futures 
Company 

– a market research consulting firm – provide 
compelling reasons to work with a financial advisor:

•	 92% of the respondents indicated their 
financial planner is helping them reach their 
financial goals.

•	 86% said working with a financial professional 
is relieving the pressure of trying to plan for 
their family’s future by themselves.

•	 74% of those who engage a financial advisor 
reported their services are worth the expense; 
and, 43% of those who have not worked with 
a financial professional believe this as well.
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•	 Just 3% of the respondents who work with 
financial advisors said they don’t know how 
they will fund their retirement.

•	 78% of those who do not have a financial 
advisor said they are worried about running 
out of money in retirement.

Survey results also showed that working with a 
financial professional motivated people to invest 
money and set long-term financial goals. 

Commenting on the survey, Voyage Financial’s 
Mike Chong said, “It’s reassuring to know that 
independent research is able to identify and quantify 
some of the value we provide to our clients.  We 
believe the values we set for our business, and  live 
by as financial professionals, contributes to our 
success of attracting and retaining clients.”

Voyage Values

•	 Treating	clients	the	way	we	want	to	be	treated.

•	 Seeking	and	recommending	suitable	strategies,	
regardless	of	whether	or	not	it	includes	products	
and	services	we	offer.

•	 Working	to	be	on	the	leading	edge	of	financial	
expertise	and	technology.

•	 Being	compassionate,	fair,	and	having	a	genuine	
concern	for	our	clients’	well-being.

The value of working with a financial advisor

Thinking about buying a retirement 
dream home? It’s a difficult decision, 

requiring careful and thoughtful 
consideration that includes:

•	 Having a plan – do your research 
and due diligence. And, be sure 
to consider your friends and 
social network – think through 
the importance of continuing to 
be near friends, family, doctors 
and the social life you’ve enjoyed for years. 
How will moving affect you and those 
relationships?

•	 Selecting the right financing alternative 
– large mortgage, small mortgage, no 
mortgage? What are the tax implications of 
withdrawing from a qualified plan? These 

are questions your Voyage Financial 
consultant can help you with.

•				Factoring	in	home-related	expenses	
– allow for repairs, improvements and 
alterations. And, if you consider living 
in an adult (over 55) community, make 
sure the monthly assessment you pay 
is for amenities you will use, need or 
benefit from.  

•				Assuming	that	you	will	be	able	to	
drive and stay healthy forever is unrealistic, which 
is why it may be best to look for homes within 
walking distance to stores, transportation, cultural 
attractions and movies. Medical care becomes 
more important. And consider one-story layouts 
with wide doorways in case the time comes when 
wheelchair access may be required.

Buying your retirement dream home



Al Dymek will never forget the day his 1982 
Collector’s Edition Corvette was delivered to his 

home, though the memory of that day stirs up mixed 
feelings.

Dymek, who retired from AT&T in 2011 after 41 years 
as an outside technician, always loved Corvettes 
but never could afford one. About 7-8 years ago, 

an Internet search 
uncovered a Corvette 
he knew he had to 
have. After discussing 
the matter with his 
wife, Jamie, making 
sure it fit their budget 
and having lots of 
conversations with 
the car’s owner, he 
made the plunge and 
bought the car.

When the car arrived 
and was unloaded in his driveway, Dymek realized 
that the owner had stretched the truth about the 
condition of the car. It was clear that it needed much 
more work than advertised.

Clients are receiving a special document with this 
newsletter. Preparing	for	the	Unexpected is a new 

publication we have created as part of our Financial 
Wellness series to help plan, organize and control 
issues and concerns pertaining to one’s financial 
well-being.

Preparing	for	the	Unexpected is perhaps the most 
inclusive and comprehensive guide available. It 
was prepared as a way to update and organize your 
important documents and information so they are 
current and available to you, your loved ones and 
trusted advisors.

“We conducted a lot of research, and did our due 
diligence, in preparing this document,” reports 
Voyage’s Tom Royce. “We talk about this a lot with 
our clients, and now they have a handy reference 
guide to work from.”
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Client Spotlight - Al Dymek 
Revving up his retirement by restoring a Corvette

Continued on Page 4

The Essentials
◻︎ Full legal name  
◻︎ Social Security number 
◻︎ Legal residence 
◻︎ Date and place of birth 
◻︎ Names and addresses of spouse and children 
◻︎ Employers and dates of employment  
◻︎ Education and military records  
◻︎ Memberships
◻︎ Names and phone numbers of: 
      - Relatives 
      - Close friends 
      - Religious contacts 
      - Doctors 
      - Financial advisor 
      - Attorney 
      - Insurance agent 
      - Accountant
◻︎ Birth and death certificates
◻︎ Marriage license/divorce papers
◻︎ Certificates for adoption and citizenship
◻︎ Will and Trust documents 
◻︎ Letter of instruction
◻︎ Emergency contact(s)

Medical and Health Care 
◻︎ Personal and family medical history 
◻︎ Medical Insurance (company and account #)
◻︎ Durable health-care power of attorney
◻︎ Authorization to release health-care information
◻︎ Living will
◻︎ Do-not-resuscitate order 
◻︎ Funeral and burial arrangements

Proof of Ownership
◻︎ Housing, land and cemetery deeds (and locations)
◻︎ Vehicle titles
◻︎ Account #s and contact information for  
      - Bank accounts
      - Credit and debit cards

Preparing for the
Unexpected ...

Kurt Anderson, CFP®

kanderson@voyagefg.com
Michael Chong, MBA, AIF®

mchong@voyagefg.com
Ryan Dragstrem, CFP®, CMFC®

rdragstrem@voyagefg.com
Tom Royce, CFP®, AWMA®

troyce@voyagefg.com

FINANCIAL WELLNESS

◻︎ Stock certificates, savings bonds
◻︎ Escrow mortgage accounts
◻︎ Proof of loans made and debts owed
◻︎ Tax returns

Retirement and Life Insurance
◻︎ Pension documents
◻︎ Social Security and Medicare information
◻︎ Life insurance policies
◻︎ Other insurance - long-term care, home, car with  
    policy numbers and agents’ names and phone numbers  
◻︎ IRA accounts 
◻︎ 401(k) accounts 
◻︎ Annuity contracts

Other important information
◻︎ Location of safe-deposit box and key
◻︎ List of user names and passwords
      - Computer(s) - username and password 
      - Online banking accounts 
      - Cell phone password 
      - Email(s) 
      - Social networking sites (Facebook/Linkedin, etc.)  
      - Online accounts (Netflix, iTunes, Amazon, etc.) 

Additional things to consider  
and decisions to make ...

Wills and trusts.  A will allows you to dictate who inherits 
your assets and, if your children are underage, their guard-
ians. Dying without a will means losing control of how 
your assets are distributed, and could mean your family is 
unable to access funds until your estate is settled. In addi-
tion, state law will determine what happens.
Wills are subject to probate that includes proceedings to 
take inventory, make appraisals of property, settle out-
standing debts and distribute the remaining assets.

(Over)

Creating a comprehensive file of documents, which family members can access in case of emergency, saves time and  
confusion, and provides peace of mind at a time when it is needed most. Just as important is storing them securely in a 
fireproof safe at home, in a safe deposit box or with an attorney. Whatever you choose, be sure and tell a family member or 
trusted friend where your records are located and how to access them. 

Documents to keep current and accessible for each member of the household:

Research shows, Preparing	for	the	Unexpected is both 
timely and important. 

A survey commissioned earlier this year by Caring.
com – an online service that addresses the care 
of aging parents, spouses, and other loved ones – 
reveals:

•	 Only 56% of American parents have a will or 
living trust.

•	 52% of adult children don’t know where their 
parents store their estate documents.

•	 And 58% don’t know the contents of the 
documents.

“We acknowledge in Preparing	for	the	Unexpected 
that keeping personal information current and 
organized is easier said than done,” Tom adds. “But 
we are here to help as part of our service to clients.”

Note: Prospective clients, who receive the newsletter, 
can request a copy of Preparing	for	the	Unexpected 
online at www.voyagefg.com [Click on Send Us An 
Email] or call and ask to speak to a Voyage financial 
consultant [877-353-8999].

“My heart and my stomach were lying in the street,” 
said Dymek, who has been a Voyage client since 
2011. “I thought to myself, ‘what did I do?’ ”

It’s not like Dymek wasn’t capable of restoring the 
car. He always has done maintenance on his own 
cars, ever since an uncle of his taught him when 
he was a teenager. In fact, Dymek rebuilt his first 
car engine when he was 17. And he had bought 
a 1931 Model A Ford back in the early 1990s with 
the express purpose of restoring it to its Capone-
era glory. Over the years, he cleaned it, repainted it 
and replaced the suspension, oil pumps, tires and 
numerous parts. 

So too, little by little, Dymek has worked on his 
Corvette – to the point where it turns heads at auto 
shows and Cruisin’ Nights. He has taken it apart 
and had each part chemically cleaned. He also has 
repainted and detailed the car and has replaced 
numerous parts. This winter, Dymek plans to spend 
time in his heated garage working on a delicate 
headlight assembly to fix a shaky headlight.

“If I could spend every day (working) on it, I’d be in 
my glory,” Dymek said. “There’s always something to 
do.”



Save the dates
Please mark your calendar and plan 
to attend the annual Forecast meet-
ing closest to you:

Rockford - Jan. 26, 11:30 a.m. 
Schaumburg - Jan. 26, 5:30 p.m.
Urbana - Jan. 28, 11:30 a.m.
Chicago South - Jan. 28, 5:30 p.m.
Peoria - Feb. 4, 11:30 a.m.

You will receive a postcard in Janu-
ary with the locations.

AND, reserve August 13 on your 
calendar for the Kane County 
Cougars game.

1011 Warrenville Road, Suite 225, Lisle IL 60532
877-353-8999  |  www.voyagefg.com

Securities	and	advisory	services	offered	
through	LPL	Financial,	a		Registered	
Investment	Advisor,	member	
FINRA/SIPC

Relative value of $100According to the Tax 
Foundation, you would 

have to live in Mississippi or 
Arkansas.

 The numbers on the map 
represent the value of 
goods that $100 can buy in 
each state compared to the 
national average. 

Mississippi, for example, 
is a low-price state. $100 
there will buy you things 
that would cost $115.21 in a 
state closer to the national 
average. 

Another way to think of this 
is that, for day-to-day living, 
people living in Mississippi 
are 15 percent richer than 
their incomes suggest.

Closer to home, you get less 
for your $100 in Illinois when 
compared to other states in the Midwest; but, on the brighter side, Illinoisans fare much better than people 
living in California, Alaska and Hawaii.

Where do you get the most bang for your buck?

Don’t forget, we offer 
a handy mobile app 
that allows you to ask 
us questions on-the-
go and to receive 
helpful notifications 
from our office, plus 
it’s free.

Download our mobile app
Fast forward to this past June when Dymek and his brother-in-law, 
Al Roth, drove their Corvettes (Dymek with his ’82 model and Roth 
with his yellow bumblebee 2015 model) to the Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway for the inaugural appearance of the Bloomington Gold 
Corvettes USA, “The Granddaddy of Corvette Shows.” 

Dymek was thrilled to take his car for a lap on the famed racetrack 
and participate in a 20-mile parade that featured 2,000 Corvettes, 
though he admits that, as he gets older, the Corvette is not the most 
comfortable ride and is getting tough to get in and out of since it sits 
so low to the ground.

“It wasn’t made for comfort, it was built to be a sports car,” he 
explained. “I put up with it because I like it.”

When he’s not working on his Corvette, Dymek enjoys working around 
the house with Jamie, spending time with their two daughters and 
five grandchildren, and taking their boat for fishing excursions to 
Shabbona Lake and Shelbyville, Ill.

Revving up his retirement ... from Page 3


