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With your mortgage or rent and a bevy of other bills to pay, you may not give as much thought
to putting aside money for retirement as you should. Investing for goals that are far in the
future often takes a back seat to spending on current needs. But it doesn’t have to be that way.
Here are a few strategies that can help you in the pursuit of your long-term goals.

Invest it before you see it

Does setting money aside before you have
the chance to spend it sound like a good idea?
With an automatic investing plan, you can
choose to have a portion of your pay deposited
in an investment account before you receive
your paycheck. And if you make pretax
contributions to an employer’s qualified
retirement plan, you'll get another benefit. Your
taxable income will be lower since the funds go
into your plan account before federal (and
possibly state) income taxes are taken out.

Invest the extra

You can probably come up with 20 different
ways to use a tax refund or year-end bonus.
But instead of spending all of it, consider
keeping a small amount for a splurge and
adding the rest to an investment account.

Contribute more
Getting a raise or
promotion?
Increasing the
amount of your
retirement account
contribution or other
automatic deposit
whenever your pay
increases may help bring
you closer to your goal.

Keep an eye on performance

People change. So do investments. Soit's a
good idea to meet with your financial profes-
sional at least once a year to review your
portfolio and revisit your risk tolerance.
Comparing an investment's returns with the
appropriate benchmark index can show you
whether an investment is outperforming,
underperforming or keeping up with similar
investments. If your investments aren’t
performing as expected or your feelings about
risk have changed, your financial professional
can help you revise your strategy.

Investing
for the Years
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Are you planning on buying and/or
selling a home this summer? It's easy
to feel overwhelmed by all the factors
that are involved in this process. And
since a house may be your largest
financial investment, you'll want
to make the best decisions
possible for you and your

family. Here are some tips

to help make this a

smooth move.

First-time buyers —
Do your homework before
you start house hunting. You'll want to
have your finances and credit in good
shape. To help improve your credit score,
which could impact the mortgage rate you

may be eligible for, make sure you pay all or problems, consider the costs of repairs.  potential buyers will often visit your home
your bills on time, pay down credit card Even if you're handy, a “fixer-upper” may online first, include photos that emphasize
balances and don't apply for new credit be too much to take on. your home's best features.

right now. For sale Update your insurance

The house of your dreams? If you're selling a home, there are steps Once you've moved into your new home,
Before falling in love with that perfect you can take to help attract buyers. Curb make sure you have adequate insurance. In
house, make sure it's within your price appeal is important, so think about addition to homeowners insurance, you may
range. And keep in mind that in addition improving landscaping, painting the front want to have enough life insurance so your
to a mortgage payment, you're going to door and resealing the driveway. Inside, loved ones could pay off the mortgage if you
have to pay property taxes, insurance and  consider painting rooms a neutral color died unexpectedly. Talk to your financial
maintenance costs. If the house has flaws ~ and put away all of the clutter. Since professional about your insurance needs.

By the numbers: 575,000
THIS NEW HOUSE

For the second quarter of 2016:

$239,133 $305,500

62.9%

Source: National Housing Market Summary, Second Quarter 2016, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development



Would your teen like to spend the summer lounging by the pool? Who wouldn't?
But getting a summer job can provide your child with more than money. Here are
just some of the benefits of having your teen work this summer.

Learning responsibility. Your teen will
have to show up on time, report to a
supervisor, perform tasks that may be
unfamiliar, cooperate with coworkers
and, perhaps, meet customer expecta-
tions. All are
skills that
may translate
to a future
career.

Building Th'
self-confidence.

A job may offer

your teen opportunities
to develop self-confidence by
presenting challenging situations
that require successful navigation.

Gaining experience. A summer job will
not only look good on your teen’s
résumé but will also provide your teen
with real world experience. Your teen

T

Travel Tips

Whether you're traveling to Europe,
taking a cruise or just headed to the
beach, here are some suggestions that
may help you enjoy your trip.

Stay within your budget. An amazing
two-week experience probably isn't
worth debt that could take years to pay
off. Instead, save up and pay for your
trip ahead of time so you don't bust
your budget. Your financial professional
can help you work vacation into your
annual spending plan.

Take precautions. Call credit card
companies before you leave and
provide travel dates and locations.

Working
for a Living

may discover hidden talents and insight
into what kind of career he or she may
want to pursue. He or she may also
connect with people who could be

used as references in the future.

Otherwise your charges could be
denied. Make copies of your license,
tickets, passport and credit cards in
case something gets lost or stolen.
Consider keeping credit cards and
identification in a money pouch instead
of a wallet or backpack that can be
easily stolen.

Keep your home safe. Wait until you're
back from vacation before posting on
social media about your fabulous trip.
You don't want thieves to know your
home is empty. Have a friend or neighbor
pick up the mail and newspaper and use
light timers while you're away.

Consider travel insurance. Accidents,
iliness, missed flights, lost luggage and
cancellations all could turn that dream
vacation into a nightmare. Before
purchasing travel insurance, check to
see what coverage you already have
through your medical and homeowners
insurance and your credit cards. If you
do need additional insurance, make
sure you understand what's covered
and any exclusions.

You may

not have

given much

thought to

inflation

because it's been

relatively low recently.

But over time, even a low

rate of inflation could affect
your future buying power. It's
important to keep this in mind
when you're setting long-term
financial goals, such as how much
you may need for retirement.

What could it take?

$40,000 toc
inflation average
3% a year.

$53,757

$40,000

This is a hypothetical example used for illustrative
purposes only. It assumes an average annual
inflation rate of 3%. Actual inflation will vary.

Source: DST



This publication is not intended as legal or tax advice. All individuals, including
those involved in the estate planning process, are advised to meet with their tax
and legal professionals. The individual sponsoring this newsletter will work with
your tax and legal advisors to help select appropriate product solutions. We do
not endorse or guarantee the content or services of any website mentioned in
this newsletter. We encourage you to review the privacy policy of each website
you visit. Limitations, restrictions and other rules and regulations apply to many
of the financial and insurance products and concepts presented in this newsletter,
and they may differ according to individual situations. The publisher and individual
sponsor do not assume liability for financial decisions based on the newsletter’s
contents. Great care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of the newsletter copy
at press time; however, markets and tax information can change suddenly. VWWhole
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We Value Your Input...

Your feedback is very important to us.

If you have any questions about any of the subjects
covered here, or suggestions for future issues, please
don't hesitate to call. You'll find our number on the
front of this newsletter. It's always a pleasure to hear
from you.
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