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Our mission is to serve our clients, in an atmosphere of trust, to help grow and preserve their wealth.  We provide personal 

attention and comprehensive strategies, striving to enable our clients to live and retire with stability. Alltrust Financial Management 

serves clients seeking comprehensive financial guidance, with a team approach, in a manner that continuously exceeds our clients' 

expectations. We are a recognized and respected financial management firm delivering trusted, personal attention. 

 
 

EQUIFAX BREACH (SOURCE: AARP) 

With credit-reporting firm Equifax revealing that hackers may have stolen financial and consumer data on at least 
143 million customers in the U.S., it’s quite possible that your personal information — including birth date, Social 
Security number, driver’s license and address — could fall into the hands of criminals. 

Equifax said that it hasn’t found evidence of unauthorized activity on its core consumer or commercial credit-
reporting databases. But criminals could use the treasure trove of personal information acquired in the breach to 
apply for credit cards and loans in your name, access your bank accounts and establish a phony presence online 
with email and social media accounts. 

Equifax is one of three major consumer credit-reporting agencies, with data on more than 820 million consumers 
and 81 million businesses worldwide. “Given the kind of data, the potential for financial fraud, and identity theft is 
quite high,’’ said cybersecurity expert Mark Nunnikhoven of security software firm Trend Micro. 

Equifax has created a website (equifaxsecurity2017.com) where consumers can find out if their personal data has 
been compromised and is at risk. Consumers can also enroll for complimentary identity-theft protection and 
credit-file monitoring. The credit protection service is free for 12 months for consumers — not just breach 
victims — who sign up by Nov. 21. 

At first, the Equifax site included a mandatory arbitration clause, which meant people who signed up wouldn't be 
allowed to sue or join a class-action suit. After public pressure, Equifax added an opt-out provision. Customers can 
opt out of the arbitration requirement by notifying Equifax in writing within 30 days of accepting the monitoring 
service. 

Equifax has also established a toll-free response line for additional questions at 866-447-7559. 

What else should consumers do? 

• Check your credit report with the other two big credit bureaus, TransUnion and Experian. 

• Add a fraud alert to your credit report. This notifies lenders and creditors checking your credit report to 
take additional steps to verify your identification before extending credit in your name.  

• Check credit card and bank statements for unauthorized purchases or withdrawals. 

• Consider an identity theft protection service. 

The AARP Fraud Watch Network can provide more information about identity theft, investment fraud and other 
scams. To learn more, go to aarp.org/fraudwatchnetwork. 

Disclosure: AARP’s branded Identity Theft Protection service is provided by TrustedID, an Equifax company. 

 

http://www.aarp.org/money/scams-fraud/info-2014/avoiding-identity-theft-photo.html#slide1]
http://www.aarp.org/money/scams-fraud/info-2017/top-scams-older-americans-fd.html
https://www.trendmicro.com/en_us/business.html
http://www.equifaxsecurity2017.com/
https://www.transunion.com/
http://www.experian.com/
https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/0275-place-fraud-alert
http://www.aarp.org/money/scams-fraud/info-2014/protect-personal-online-data.html
https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/0235-identity-theft-protection-services
http://www.aarp.org/money/scams-fraud/fraud-watch-network/?cmp=RDRCT-FRDWCHNET_SEPT17_013


WE WANT TO PROTECT YOU 

We are going to implement more security to protect your information.  
1. If you are requesting any kind of transaction on your accounts, we will have to talk to the account owner 

via phone or in person.  
2. We will ask you to verify your information. So, please have your account number handy when you call us.  

 
GREAT WAYS TO SAVE!! (SOURCE AARP BULLETIN) 

1. Wash your clothes in cold water. You could save $63 in energy costs per year. 
2. Become a YouTube handyperson and save on home repairs. For example, a YouTube video showing how 

to fix the latch spring on a microwave door could save the $150 you’d spend on a new appliance. 
3. Get help on drug costs. Medicare beneficiaries may qualify for the Extra Help program to cover 

prescriptions. Savings: up to $4000 a year. Apply at socialsecurity.gov/extrahelp or call 800-772-1213 
4. Buy reconditioned products. That means it’s been returned to the factory where it was inspected and 

refurbished to working order. Ignore the scuff mark, but make sure it comes with a warranty. A cordless 
drill that goes for $238 new can be bought refurbished for $157. Total savings: $81 

5. Routinely call or write your cable company, internet provider or TV services to see what they’ll do to keep 
your loyal. Netflix, for example offered a free month of service. Savings: $8. 

 

WEEKLY UPDATES ARE AVAILABLE  
LPL Financial’s Weekly Market Commentary and Weekly Economic Commentary can be found on LPL Financial’s website 
(http://www.lplfinancial.com/learning_center/research/). 
 

OTHER UPDATES AVAILABLE FROM LPL RESEARCH DEPARTMENT 
- Daily market update: http://LPLresearch.com  
- YouTube Channel: http://www.youtube.com/lplresearch (which can also be found on our website) 

 

CLIENT CONNECT 
Are you anticipating an e-mail change? Let us know. We want to make sure you receive all of our e-mail communications. Send 
your new e-mail to melissa.arbisi@lpl.com  
 
If you have any input or comments about our newsletter, let us know. We love to hear from you!! 
 
Your referrals mean a great deal to our business. If you know of a friend or family member who might benefit from our service, 
please let us know. We will work hard to ensure that your referrals feel it was a wise investment of their time – and their 
future- to have met with us. 
 
Don’t keep us a secret!! Share this with your family and friends. 
 
Till next month, 
 
The Alltrust Team 
 
 

Securities offered through LPL Financial.  Member FINRA/SIPC 
The opinions voiced in this material are for general information only and are not intended to provide specific advice or 

recommendations for any individual. To determine which investment(s) may be appropriate for you, consult your financial 
advisor prior to investing.  

All performance referenced is historical and is no guarantee of future results. All indices are unmanaged and may not be 
invested into directly. 

No investment product mentioned here or strategy, such as diversification, can assure success or protect against loss in periods 
of declining values. 

http://www.lplfinancial.com/learning_center/research/
http://lplresearch.com/
http://www.youtube.com/lplresearch
mailto:melissa.arbisi@lpl.com

