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 JOBS 

 

This article from USA Today “Payroll Boom” reports 

that the August new jobs numbers were 255,000 new 

jobs added, which was a lot better than the 180,000 

new jobs expected.  The unemployment rate remains 

at 4.9% because “a sharp rise in employment was  

offset by a similar-size increase in the ranks of those 

both working and looking for jobs.”  This report could 

be a key factor in whether the Fed raises interest 

rates in September.  

 

 

 HOUSING 

 

Bloomberg reports that new single-family home sales 

have hit an 8 year high, “indicating a firm and  

resilient housing market.”  New home sales only  

account for about 10 percent of the market, but they 

are considered a timelier barometer as an economic 

measure than existing home sales.  Still, existing 

home sales climbed to the strongest level in 9 years.  

To read the whole article  click here. 
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Welcome to our August newsletter.  We hope you have been having a wonderful summer.  In 

this short newsletter we want to share some positive economic news, an article on the key to a 

happy retirement, information about refinancing student loans, and a short, useful planning 

video on “digital assets,” which refers to your online life—your passwords, social media  

accounts like Facebook, and almost anywhere else you have a personal online presence. 

Some Good Economic News: 

Stephen Gardner of The Street reports, “The greatest form 

of happiness during retirement comes from knowing 

money will show up monthly to cover expenses.”  In short, 

income is the key.  “Watching your principal dissipate is stressful.  To  

ensure the income never stops, you must have a plan in place with all your 

assets working in harmony,” he adds.  Read this article here. 

http://www.usatoday.com/story/money/2016/08/05/payroll-boom-economy-added-255000-jobs-july/88269638/
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2016-07-26/new-home-sales-in-u-s-jump-to-highest-level-since-february-2008
http://static.contentres.com/media/documents/7d5c4223-2df6-44ce-9059-0964a9032b05.pdf
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If you died, what would happen to your email archives, 

social profiles and online accounts? Without 

your passwords, your loved ones may be unable to 

shut down your Facebook page, access your accounts, 

and protect your personal correspondence.  Watch 

this important video. It lists some ways you can make 

sure that your digital assets are taken care of. 

 

Safeguard Your Digital State  

Digital Assets---Your online “you” 
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Student Loans: Cracking Down on Abuses 

Many of our clients are dealing 

with student loan debt either for 

themselves or their children.  

Here is an article about  

refinancing student loans through 

the Dept. of Education.  This article reports that “a  

staggering 70 percent of college loan borrowers qualify 

for lower federal loan payments.”  Read article here 

 

Most students leaving school are placed into the  

standard 10-year repayment program, which may not be 

the best deal.  You can check out your options through 

this Dept. of Education website:  Federal Student Aid 

 

Be aware that there are myriad scams and unscrupulous 

companies that advertise that they will consolidate your 

loans for you, and “you’re likely to get directed to a  

service that charges a fee for filling out free federal 

forms.”  Also note that private bank loans generally 

have far fewer options so refinancing a federal loan into 

a private loan can possibly reduce future options. 

As always, don’t hesitate to contact us if we can be of service. 

 

Best, 

David  

Securities and Advisory Services offered through Cetera Advisors LLC, member FINRA/SIPC. Cetera is under separate ownership from any other entity. 

http://www.davidtreece.com/resource-center/estate/safeguard-your-digital-estate
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/cracking-down-on-student-loan-servicers/
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/repay-loans/consolidation#how-apply

