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         ere we are at the start of another year, one  
         that is likely to prove quite interesting for 
many taxpayers with tax reform on the horizon 
and the potential multitude of tax code changes 
effective this year. We’ll keep you updated on what 
you need to know for the tax years ahead, but for 
now, let’s focus on getting this year’s taxes done.

To help you tackle your taxes with confidence, 
we’ve compiled some key tax tips in this issue. 
We’ve also included a rundown of the business 
trends you’ll want to keep an eye on to support 
strategic planning efforts…plus many other topics 
to help you get 2018 off to a super start.

It wouldn’t be the New Year’s season without  
resolutions (or maybe just some goal setting).  
If getting more organized is on your list, we’ve 
made room for some great tips to help you  
declutter and make more space in your home.  
If your goals are to challenge yourself physically, 
you may want to consider engaging in one of  
the extreme sports we’ve featured in this issue… 
or maybe just watching some of them that are  
part of this year’s winter Olympics.

Wishing you all the best in 2018!
Your Trusted Advisors
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 Micro-moments  
Think about how many times a day you reach for 
your digital device to find something out that just 
takes a moment. Google data shows that 96% of 
consumers are using their smartphones to handle 
“instant” inquiries. These types of instantaneous 
interactions are micro-moments—and businesses 
need to have the mobile infrastructure and technol-
ogy in place to handle them. 

 Data analytics  
Although the concept isn’t new, there has been 
an acceleration of data point use, and therefore is 
something to monitor in 2018. Using data to track 
and evaluate key moments in a buyer’s decision 
process can help your business better serve and  
sell to customers. 

 More remote workers  
The advancement in technology that makes remote  
work possible means that having a centralized  
office may soon become a thing of the past.  
At the very least, more companies will  
benefit from tapping into the capabilities  
and benefits of a remote workforce.

 Enhanced business intelligence  
Apps and networks will be connected, further sup-
porting the ability to send data across platforms to 
be captured and provide business-boosting insights 
and metrics.

 Corporate social responsibility  
More companies will embrace the importance  
of giving back locally, nationally and globally, 
resulting in an expansion of socially responsible 
programs that tie back to corporate and consumer 
values. 

While there are many forces shaping the corporate 
environment and consumer sentiment, at least one   
                                  or two of these five business  
                                       trends are likely to impact— 
                                          or inspire—your business.  
                                          Keep them in mind as  
                                          you embark on strategic  
                                       planning this year.  

The beginning of the year is the perfect time to survey the trends that may   
impact your business. To save you time, we’ve summarized five of the most  
important trends identified by Kettering University and corporate training  
firm Synergy Learning.
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Open or close your staircase.  
Enclosed staircases often hide valuable space.  
They can often be opened to create closets, niches,  
or even shelf space. Conversely, you can create a  
storage area by enclosing the underside of the  
staircase that leads to your basement, making a 
great place to stash toys, decorations or even  
pantry items. 

Use shelves for instant  
storage space.  
Ready-made shelves can be installed in just  
about any closet to store items. Consider lining  
an upstairs or basement hallway with shelves or 
shallow cabinets as well.

Do double duty in the bathroom. 
Make your shower rod perform double duty by  
attaching extra hooks to hold a net bag for bath 
toys or toiletries. Over-the-door towel racks and 
hooks on the inside of the bathroom door can save 
space while making your towels and bathrobes  
easily accessible. 
 
Maximize garage storage space.  
There are many places in the garage to squeeze in 
extra storage. For example, hang as many items 
as possible on the walls to maximize floor space. 
Install shelves or cabinets on the top half of your 
garage walls or use a tall garbage can to store  
yard tools with long handles.

Makeover your kitchen  
by making more room.  
Your kitchen will seem instantly bigger if you free 
up counter space. Try putting small appliances on 
a shelf above the counter, and instead of having a 
knife block on the counter, use inside-the-cupboard 
hanging knife trays. If you don’t have cabinet space 
for your pots and pans, put a small wooden ladder 
(painted to match your kitchen) in a corner and 
place the pots and pans on the steps.

Clear bedroom clutter.  
You can add more storage space in your bedroom 
with a headboard storage unit where you can store 
books, jewelry and other items. Flat roll-out bins 
help you maximize under-the-bed storage.  
 
These are just a few of the ways that you can make 
good on a 2018 goal to get more organized and 
decrease the clutter in your home. Use them as an 
inspiration to give yourself that extra space. 

Now that the holidays are over, it’s time to put away the decorations and all 
of the gifts. This is when the truth may hit you: You need more storage space! 
Help is here with these tips from howstuffworks.com.
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It’s that time again! Time to tackle your taxes. The following tips can 
give you a starting point for getting ready to file your taxes, lower 
your tax obligations and avoid penalties—then turn to the trusted 
advisors at our firm to help you do the rest.

Tackle Taxes  
with Confidence



 Contribute to  
     retirement accounts.  
Even if you haven’t already funded 
your retirement account for 2017, 
you still have until April 17, 2018  
to do so if you have a traditional  
IRA or a Roth IRA. If you have a  
Keogh or SEP IRA, you have until  
October 15, 2018. Keep in mind 
that the maximum IRA contribution  
you can make for the 2017 tax year 
is $5,500 ($6,500 if you are age 50 or  
older by the end of the year). For 
self-employed individuals, the max-
imum annual addition to SEPs and 
Keoghs for 2017 is $54,000.

 Take care of your  
     estimated tax payments.  
If you are not having taxes withheld 
or you missed an estimated tax pay-
ment, as a self-employed individual 
you may be facing what could be a 
significant tax bill with interest and 
penalties. However, you still have 
time to reduce or eliminate your tax 
burden if you make an estimated 
payment by January 15, which will 
help you avoid any penalty for the 
fourth quarter of 2017. If you can, 
take care of paying any penalties 
you owe for missed earlier quarter 
payments.

 Organize your  
     records for tax time.  
Getting all of your tax documentation  
together in the first few weeks of the 
year can help to diminish the stress 
of searching for documents close 
to the tax deadline. It will also help 
give you a window of opportunity 
to correct any errors. Make sure that 
you have last year’s tax return, this 
year’s W-2s and 1099s, any pertinent  
receipts, mortgage statements and 
other key documents handy to  
expedite the filing of your taxes. 

You will also want to compile infor-
mation about the price of any stocks 
or funds you have sold, any income 
you earned from rental properties 
and other sources of revenue.

 Be ready to file and  
     pay your taxes on time.  
If you are working with our firm 
to file your taxes, we’ll keep you on 
track for meeting the filing dead-
lines. However, we also need your 
pertinent information in order to 
complete your return, so be sure to 
collect your information in a timely 
manner. If you don’t think you’ll 
be able to make the filing deadline, 
just let us know in advance and we 
can file an extension on your behalf, 
giving you until October 15, 2018 
to file. But remember, you will still  
need to make a reasonable estimate  
of your tax liability for 2017 and pay  
any balance due with your extension  
request.

 Ask for help if you need it.  
If your tax situation is fairly straight- 
forward, putting the information 
you need together to file your taxes  
shouldn’t cause a great deal of stress.  
If you do find yourself with questions  
about the information you need to  
submit with your tax organizer, please  
let us know. We are happy to answer 
questions and help you identify 
areas of additional tax savings.

There’s no doubt about it…tax 
season often sneaks up quickly. The 
best way to ensure that you have your  
taxes filed accurately, on time and 
with every available deduction is 
to prepare yourself well before the 
deadline. Reach out to our firm for 
any additional help that you may 
need as soon as possible.   
Source: intuit.com
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Don’t Miss  
These Tax 
Deadlines
Keep these dates handy 
to avoid paying penalties 
 

PARTNERSHIP/S CORP  
TAX DEADLINES
March 15, 2018
Partnership/S Corp  
Filing Deadline
September 17, 2018
Extension Deadline
 

C CORP TAX DEADLINES
April 17, 2018
C Corp Filing Deadline
October 15, 2018
Extension Deadline

ESTIMATED QUARTERLY  
TAX PAYMENT DEADLINES
4th Quarter 2017
January 16, 2018
1st Quarter 2018
April 17, 2018
2nd Quarter 2018
June 15, 2018
3rd Quarter 2018
September 17, 2018
 

INDIVIDUAL  
TAX DEADLINES
April 17, 2018
Individual Filing Deadline
October 15, 2018
Extension Deadline

IRA CONTRIBUTION  
DEADLINE
April 17, 2018

 
    Please visit  
    www.irs.gov for additional  
    updates throughout the year.
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Be proactive about disaster plans.  
Do you have a disaster plan in writing? You should 
so that you and your family know what actions to 
take in case of severe weather. The American Red 
Cross website (redcross.org) is a good source for 
weather-related disaster planning tips.

Keep alert to the possibility  
of severe weather.  
Your best defense against severe weather is knowing  
ahead of time that it is coming. Your local newscast, 
online weather websites and a battery-operated 
NOAA Weather Radio All Hazards receiver unit 
(which can be purchased at most electronic stores 
or online) can help you keep track of severe weather  
heading your way. So, tune in at the first rumbling 
of storms ahead.

Gear up with a Go Bag.  
Every family should have a pre-packed “Go Bag”—
an easily accessible travel bag or small suitcase that 
you can take at a moment’s notice should you  
be evacuated due to severe weather. The U.S.  
government’s website, ready.gov, has a list  
of what your Go Bag should contain.

Make sure your vehicles  
are storm-ready.  
When it comes to severe weather, don’t forget to 
prepare your vehicles. Keep an emergency kit with 
blankets, first aid supplies, food and water in your 
car at all times. In addition, keep up on regular car 
maintenance—and keep your gas tanks full! 

Review basic storm safety rules.  
Don’t take it for granted that everyone in your family  
knows what to do if a storm is imminent. Pay special  
attention to touching base with teens and young 
drivers so they know what to do if they are at home 
or on the road alone when a storm comes up.

Storms can happen at any time of the year, but 
there are many regions of the United States where 
the first few months of the year have particularly 
turbulent weather. Use the tips above and those 
from credible safety organizations to make sure a 
weather emergency doesn’t catch you off-guard. 

Severe weather can strike at any time of the year—often with little warning. Whether you 
are facing a hurricane, a blizzard or some other weather-related issue, being prepared ahead 
of time is key to keeping yourself, your loved ones and your property safe. Here are some 
weather tips to put on your radar.
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CAVING is the sport of exploring caves, and it 
often requires climbing or crawling through narrow 
gaps and the use of ropes to negotiate drops. While 
some caves can be explored easily on foot, you do 
need to be fairly fit for this sport, and you definitely 
want to enlist the help of a guide. You should not  
go it alone.

KITE SURFING is an extreme, but family- 
oriented sport where you use a small surfboard 
with foot straps and bindings to which a large 
power kite is attached. The kite propels you across 
and sometimes over water. You do need to be a 
strong swimmer for safety reasons, and upper-body 
strength is a must, as is a helmet.

MOUNTAINBOARDING or all-terrain boarding  
may be for you if you live near or love to visit 
mountains. Derived from snowboarding, this sport 
can be done on any surface such as grass, dirt and 
rocks. Essentially, it involves riding on a large board 
with mounted wheels that are designed to withstand  
larger obstacles and handle sharper turns than reg-
ular skateboards. 

MOUNTAINEERING is another extreme sport 
for mountain lovers. It is not for the casual partic-
ipant, however. You need to have substantial rock 
climbing and hiking experience as well as be physi-
cally fit and mentally sharp to navigate heights and 
challenging terrain.

SKYDIVING is not for the faint of heart—liter-
ally or figuratively. This sport involves jumping out 
of an aircraft at heights of around 12,000 feet so 
you can free-fall before activating a parachute. This 
is such an extreme sport it is considered best to 
consult a doctor prior to participating, especially if 
you are over 40. You would also want to train with 
an experienced instructor in the form of a tandem 
skydive before attempting a skydive on your own.

WHITE WATER RAFTING is a sport that often 
involves white knuckles as well as the thrill of navi-
gating rushing water. You usually have a team of up 
to eight who paddle along raging rapids. This sport 
involves a lot of upper body strength for paddling 
and reasonable swimming skills. It is recommended 
to have professional instruction prior to tackling 
the rapids independently.

These are just a few of the extreme sports you may 
want to explore this year to get your heart pumping  
and your sense of accomplishment rising to a new— 
and thrilling—level! 

Do you feel like you want to try something new and adventurous this year? Are you willing 
to push your mind and your body to their limits? Then one of these extreme sports featured  
on realbuzz.com may be for you. Just keep in mind that every activity has risks (and  
rewards) and you should ensure that you take appropriate precautions if you decide to try 
one (or more) of them.



14  |  JANUARY–FEBRUARY 2018

Think 
these
Foods 
are 
Healthy? 
Think 
Again!



JANUARY–FEBRUARY 2018  |  15  

Juice 
While it’s technically not a food, it is the source of 
many calories for a lot of people. While juice has 
been portrayed as a healthy beverage, it actually has 
no fiber—the key ingredient in fruit that keeps you 
feeling full until your next meal. As a result, juice 
is a high-sugar, low-protein beverage that would be 
better swapped with water.

Coconut water 
Here’s another beverage that can be erroneously 
labelled as a cure-all for many ailments and health 
concerns. Experts say that coconut water isn’t  
necessarily bad for you, it just doesn’t have all of  
the health benefits that its high price tag suggests. 
You are better off drinking plain water.   
 
Low-fat foods 
Many of us still think that all low-fat products are 
healthy, but research suggests that they really aren’t— 
unless you are talking about naturally low-fat foods 
like fruits, veggies, whole grains and dairy products.  
Many low-fat and non-fat foods contain high amounts  
of sugar to compensate for their lack of fat. It turns 
out that healthy fats, like those from nuts, fish and 
avocados, are better for you.

Cereal 
Marketed as a quick and wholesome meal or snack, 
most cereal is actually loaded with sugar and refined  
carbohydrates with very little protein. The exceptions  
are oatmeal and 100 percent shredded wheat, which 
offer fiber and longer-lasting fuel for your body as 
well as protein when they are paired with milk.

Multivitamins 
Almost half of American adults take vitamins every 
day. Yet long-term research studies show that they 
really don’t offer a significant nutritional benefit. In 
the long run, you are better off eating a balanced diet. 

Gluten-free products 
While products without gluten are great for the one 
percent of Americans who suffer from celiac disease,  
they really have very little (if any) health benefit 
for the rest of us. As such, if you don’t have celiac 
disease, you may want to save your money and go 
for more mainstream foods.

These are just a few examples of foods and beverages  
that you should reconsider when making dietary 
changes to improve your health. Make sure to read 
labels—or stick to whole, unprocessed foods—so 
you can maximize the health benefits of your diet.   
Source: https://www.businessinsider.in/11-things-you-think-are-healthier-
than-they-really-are/Gluten-free-products/slideshow/58695282.cms

If you’re trying to eat healthier this year, you’re not alone. Many of us start the new year 
with great intentions to eat better—which can be hard enough—let alone having a 
plethora of products masquerading as healthy when they are really not. So read on and 
learn how to spot the so-called “healthy” foods (and beverages) that could derail your 
dietary resolutions.




