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Our mission is to serve our clients, in an atmosphere of trust, to help grow and preserve their wealth.  We provide personal 

attention and comprehensive strategies, striving to enable our clients to live and retire with stability. Alltrust Financial Management 

serves clients seeking comprehensive financial guidance, with a team approach, in a manner that continuously exceeds our clients' 

expectations. We are a recognized and respected financial management firm delivering trusted, personal attention. 

 
 

WHAT CAN STAR WARS TEACH US ABOUT INVESTING (SOURCE: LPL RESEARCH) 
May 4

th
 is known throughout the galaxy as Star Wars Day. The date was chosen as a play on words of the famous Star Wars 

quote, “May the Force be with you.” Therefore, May 4 is the chosen day. “May the fourth be with you,” get it? 
 
Per Ryan Detrick, Senior Market Strategist, “In honor of this day, we decided to take famous quotes from the films and extract 
market insights. Quantitative minds would consider these spurious relationships, but those who believe in the force might think 
otherwise.” 
 
Darth Vader in A New Hope – “I’ve been waiting for you, Obi-Wan. We meet again, at last. The circle is now complete. When 
I left you, I was but the learner; now I am the master.” 
Investing can be a humbling experience. As soon as we consider ourselves to be masters of the universe, the market usually 
teaches us something new. The cost of the lesson is capital. The longer you invest, the more you realize you don’t know. Darth 
Vader was a little too full of himself and in the end, it caught up with him. Many investors experience the same fate, at least 
from time to time. 
 
Obi Wan Kenobi in A New Hope – “Obi-Wan Kenobi. Obi-Wan. Now that’s a name I have not heard in a long time. A long 
time.” 
Investing is cyclical, and rest assured that what propels markets today has done so before. Or as Obi-Wan learned, the past 
eventually will catch up with you. Think about it like this, Sir Isaac Newton might have been smart enough to discover gravity, 
but he wasn’t wise enough to avoid investing in the South Sea Company bubble of the early 1700s and losing nearly his entire 
fortune. Bull (and bear) markets can lead rational investors do make irrational decisions, and studying the past is one way to 
avoid repeating it, or at least give yourself a chance. 
 
C-3PO in A New Hope – “I suggest a new strategy, R2; let the Wookiee win.” 
Some of the most successful investors can acknowledge when they are wrong. George Soros is famous for this. Sticking to a 
losing trade simply because “it should be working” isn’t how to create wealth, in fact, it will do the opposite.  Acknowledging 
when you’re wrong is a very important component of successful investing. 
 
Han Solo in A New Hope – “Great shot kid, that was one in a million.” 
All it takes is one great investment to make up for many poor investments. But you won’t ever make it if you don’t take the shot 
of course. 
 
Darth Vader in The Empire Strikes Back – “Luke, I am your father.” 
We couldn’t think of anyway this relates to investing, but what a great movie quote!  



IMPORTANT DISCLOSURES  

Past performance is no guarantee of future results.  
The opinions voiced in this material are for general information only and are not intended to provide or be 

construed as providing specific investment advice or recommendations for any individual security.  
The economic forecasts set forth in the presentation may not develop as predicted.  

Investing in stock includes numerous specific risks including: the fluctuation of dividend, loss of principal and 
potential illiquidity of the investment in a falling market.  

This research material has been prepared by LPL Financial LLC.  
To the extent you are receiving investment advice from a separately registered independent investment advisor, 
please note that LPL Financial LLC is not an affiliate of and makes no representation with respect to  such entity. 

Not FDIC/NCUA Insured | Not Bank/Credit Union Guaranteed | May Lose Value | Not Guaranteed by any 
Government Agency | Not a Bank/Credit Union Deposit  

Securities and Advisory services offered through LPL Financial LLC, a Registered Investment Advisor Member 
FINRA/SIPC 

 
5 MUST-HAVE APPS FOR YOUR PHONE (SOURCE: KIM KOMANDO) 
A new app is like candy: It’s fun, bite-sized, and gives you a rush. Whether you prefer the iTunes App Store or Google Play, you’ll 
find an all-you-can-download buffet of mind-blowing software for your mobile device. 

People are always asking me what apps they should get. The answer depends, of course, on many things. What are your 
pastimes? What do you need help with? Some people subsist on Tinder. Others are obsessed with Google Translate, or 
Pokémon Go, or Pandora. We each have our unique preferences. 

But certain apps rise above the rest. They’re powerful, they’re fun, and they’re incredibly useful. They’re top in their category, 
and almost every user ends up exclaiming, “Wow, I can’t believe how cool this thing is!” Here are 5 of those must-have apps. 

Waze 

What would happen if you combined the geography of Google Maps with the mentality of Twitter? It would probably look 
something like Waze, a navigational tool that also uses crowd-sourced data. The little map will show you fellow Waze users on 
the highway, and they routinely report accidents and speed traps to make your trip smoother. 

Pact 

You’ve gained a few pounds. Your doctor has given you a frightening prognosis. Whatever the reason, you want to get exercise 
and feel healthier, but what you need is hard motivation. That’s where Pact comes in. You set health goals on the app, and 
when you don’t reach them, you have to pay other Pact members money. Like, real money. But when you do reach your goals, 
other people pay you. It’s kind of like gambling, except you always win, as long as you reach your benchmarks. Pact may sound 
like a crazy gimmick, but it has inspired 11.8 million workouts to date, claiming a 92 percent success rate. 

Google Trips 

Travel is wonderful for the soul, but it can be a very cluttered experience. You’ve got plane tickets, handbooks, printed 
itineraries, car rental details, hotel addresses scrawled on napkins, camera gear, backup batteries, and a million other doodads 
stuffed in your cargo pants. Google Trips takes your travel information and aggregates it. You can list all of your booking 
information, all of your itineraries, and all information about local eateries and monuments into one app. Can’t get reception in 
the middle of Mongolia? Google Trips works fluidly offline as well. 

Dark Sky 

“They said it would be sunny!” exclaimed the frustrated fisherman as rain poured over his boat. If the smiling TV weatherman 
has lost your trust, and you’re skeptical of the free weather app on your phone, consider Dark Sky. Billed as a “hyper-local” 
weather forecaster, this app is designed to predict the weather in your exact location. This can be especially handy in 
mountainous regions, where every little valley experiences its own weather, or in the Great Plains, where storms sweep past at 
a moment’s notice. Detailed maps show you exactly what weather is brewing, and you can receive notifications as frequently as 
you like. 

Mint 

For many of us, managing money is kind of like keeping a tidy house. It would be great to keep pristine spreadsheets, scan our 
receipts, and integrate all of our account information into a single platform. Well, Mint makes that easy. Not only can you keep 
track of earnings, expenses, and tax information, but you can automatically pay bills and draft budgets, right on your mobile 
device. What’s more, you can check your credit score at a glance, no third-party service required. Remember, it’s never too late 
for a New Year’s resolution. 

 
 
 



SAVING CLIENTS FROM COSTLY RMD AGGREGATION MISTAKES (SOURCE: FINANCIAL-PLANNING.COM) 
When it comes to taking required minimum distributions, the source matters. 
 
Many clients have more than one retirement plan or account. When they reach age 70½ and have to start taking RMDs from 
their own, non-inherited accounts, the question arises as to which of these distributions can be combined and taken from just 
one plan. 
 
Advisers and clients may think it doesn't matter which account makes the distribution, as long as the total calculated amount is 
taken from one of the accounts. They are wrong. There are specific rules for aggregating RMDs. 
 
IRS rules state that an RMD should be calculated for each account separately. Then, where aggregation is allowed, those RMD 
amounts can be added together and the distribution can be taken in any proportion from one or more of the aggregated 
accounts.  
 
It’s also important to remember that an RMD cannot be rolled over from any one account to another account, and the RMD is 
considered to be the first funds distributed from any retirement account during the year. 
 
Thus, an IRA CD that comes due in March cannot be moved in its entirety as a 60-day rollover to another retirement account. 
The RMD amount must be subtracted from the amount that is subsequently rolled over. 
 
The same is true when a distribution is made from an employer plan. All plan distributions are considered rollovers, even when 
they go directly from the plan to another retirement account. 
 
IRA RMDs can, however, be transferred from one account to another. A transfer is when the IRA funds go directly from one 
financial institution to another. The RMD can then be taken later in the year. 
 
Advisers must make sure the RMD is taken by clients. The new IRA custodian will not have any records of the RMD calculation, 
and will not have any automatic reminders for notifying anyone about the RMD in the year of the transfer. 
 
RMDs for one type of account can never be taken from a different type of account. For example, a 401(k) RMD cannot be taken 
from an IRA, and an IRA RMD cannot be taken from a 403(b). This is a very common mistake and must always be avoided. 
 
IRA RULES 
One of the benefits of IRAs is that RMDs for multiple IRA accounts can be aggregated. This includes SEP and SIMPLE IRA 
accounts. The RMD should be calculated for each account separately, but after that, the RMD amounts can then be added 
together and taken from any one or combination of accounts. 
 
403(b) ACCOUNTS 
A similar aggregation rule exists for 403(b) accounts. A client with more than one 403(b) account can calculate the RMD for 
each account and then add the RMDs together. The total can then be taken from one or a combination of 403(b) accounts. 
 
EMPLOYER PLANS 
RMDs from employer plans, not including 403(b) plans and SEP and SIMPLE IRAs, cannot be aggregated. A client with multiple 
401(k), governmental 457(b) or other employer plans must calculate the RMD for each individual plan and take that RMD from 
that plan only. 
 
ROTH IRAs 
There is no need to worry about whether or not Roth IRA RMDs can be consolidated, because Roth IRAs have no RMDs during 
the account owner’s life time. It can’t get much simpler than that. 
 
Any plan making a series of substantially equal payments over a period of 10 years or more, or over life expectancy, cannot 
aggregate that payment with the RMDs from any other retirement account. The distribution from the account making these 
substantially equal payments is considered the RMD from that account only. 
 
 
Complicated, right? Remember that we are here to help you by discussing your personal RMD distribution options. Always feel 
free to contact us. Next month, we’ll cover the potential consequences if RMD’s are not handled correctly. 

 



WEEKLY UPDATES ARE AVAILABLE  
LPL Financial’s Weekly Market Commentary and Weekly Economic Commentary can be found on LPL Financial’s website 
(http://www.lplfinancial.com/learning_center/research/). 
 

OTHER UPDATES AVAILABLE FROM LPL RESEARCH DEPARTMENT 
- Daily market update: http://LPLresearch.com  
- YouTube Channel: http://www.youtube.com/lplresearch (which can also be found on our website) 

 

CLIENT CONNECT 
Are you anticipating an e-mail change? Let us know. We want to make sure you receive all of our e-mail communications. Send 
your new e-mail to melissa.arbisi@lpl.com  
 
If you have any input or comments about our newsletter, let us know. We love to hear from you!! 
 
Your referrals mean a great deal to our business. If you know of a friend or family member who might benefit from our service, 
please let us know. We will work hard to ensure that your referrals feel it was a wise investment of their time – and their 
future- to have met with us. 
 
Don’t keep us a secret!! Share this with your family and friends. 
 
Till next month, 
 
The Alltrust Team 
 
 

Securities offered through LPL Financial.  Member FINRA/SIPC 
The opinions voiced in this material are for general information only and are not intended to provide specific advice or 

recommendations for any individual. To determine which investment(s) may be appropriate for you, consult your financial 
advisor prior to investing.  
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