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Big Brother? 
     Most Westerners thought as the Chinese became more prosperous they 
would eventually demand the freedoms that most western societies have. With 
the aid of technology just the opposite is happening. The Communist Party has 
a goal that by 2020 all people in China will have a Social Score.  
     The Party allowed Alibaba and its credit score system Sesame, along with 7 
others, to have a monopoly on keeping up with peoples’ behaviors through 
what they purchased and where they traveled, etc. The official goal: “To allow 
the trustworthy to roam everywhere under heaven, while making it hard for the 
discredited to take a single step".  
     Time magazine’s Charlie Cambell wrote an article about the new system.  He calls it a “Frequent Flyer rewards 
system on steroids.” For example, Yi Tingyue is a young successful Chinese lady who takes advantage of her ad-
vanced score. Sesame’s range is 350 to 950 and Yi is in the high range at 805. She drives an Audi and takes vaca-
tions in Thailand and the U.S. Sesame takes into account a large range of behaviors, not just how fast and reliable 
you are at paying your bills. Yi can get discounts, rent cars with no deposit and even skip lines at the hospital.  
     Several local authorities have now gotten involved in the system and are now giving people a Social Score. Buy-
ing alcohol, parking a rental bike in the wrong spot, and basically everything you do could conceivably be tracked 
and a score given. They will give points for good deeds and take points for perceived bad behaviors. They can re-
fuse you a mortgage loan or a car purchase. You can be black listed and not allowed international travel. The goal is 
that by 2020 all Chinese will have a score calculated with algorithms written by the government.  
      Neighborhoods have dedicated watchers to record good behavior and bad. Spreading rumors, for example, gets 
recorded as bad behavior. The state now has a data base of facial recognition of many citizens. The international 
community has called out the Party for having a facial recognition data base on all Uighurs (a Western Chinese 
Muslim minority group). In 2017 China installed over 20 million AI equipped street cameras.  If you are an Uighurs 
in China they know when you cross a street in most cities.  
     Dystopian Society is one in which an illusion of a perfect society and control is maintained through the use of  
corporate, bureaucratic, moral, technological, and totalitarian control. That sounds exactly like what is going on in 
China.  
     As you would expect, people with high scores are more in favor of the system than those with lower scores. I am 
not sure you can trust the official 80% favorability the government claims the system gets. If you did not like the 
system and gave it a bad score, the neighborhood watcher could ding your personal score. 
     What’s worrisome is the Chinese party’s official intention to dominate the world along with their seemingly in-
satiable appetite for control of its citizens.  
     Don’t think there are not forces in the good ole USA that would hesitate to use this new available technology. 
There is already a struggle between law enforcement and human rights groups going on now. Some cities have 
banned the use of facial recognition. The argument will continue and it’s a big deal. AI and cameras with facial 
recognition have opened up a real Pandora’s Box. Let’s hope we can keep 
what’s good about the technology without losing our right to privacy. 
     There is a lesson here about how we might think about free tech. It’s not 
free. Google, Facebook and many more know your shopping habits and 
what you buy. It is a Trojan horse in your life.  It’s just a small step from 
here to full time tracking. 
Thanks, 
Andy McClung CFP TM 
Time Charlie Campbell; www,dailymail.uk; www.readwritethink.org.;Frobs Bernard Marr 
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