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Having three decades of experience counseling couples, here 
is a little fatherly financial advice to those about to embark 
on the journey of marriage.  There are several steps a couple 

can take during the engagement period and even into their mar-
riage that can greatly increase their chances for success.

COMMUNICATE FOR A 
SMOOTHER TRANSITION

     Communication is, in my 
opinion, the most impor-
tant ingredient in a success-
ful marriage.  Speaking from 
nearly 30 years of experience, 
I can honestly say poor com-
munication has caused me to 
spend more than one night on the sofa.  In Gary Chapman’s book 
Covenant Marriage-Building Communication and Intimacy he 
discusses the importance of engaging in quality “intellectual com-
munication” with your spouse.  When it comes to finances, extra 

attention should be paid to 
the level and type of com-
munication being used.  In 
Larry Burkett’s book Money 
Matters for Newlyweds, in 
the first chapter entitled 
Communication (you can 
see the importance he places 
on this subject), he writes, 
“Many couples talk at each 
other about money but few 

really talk about money in a way that allows both to voice their 
true feelings.”  For many years, money and financial matters have 
been the number one culprit mentioned as the leading cause of 
divorce.  I highly recommend 
both books for those con-
templating marriage, or for 
anyone recently married.

DON’T BE NAÏVE

     When two individuals 
come together to unite as 
one, it is sometimes a chal-
lenge to get their finances coordinated.  Remember, when the mar-
riage certificate is official there are legal responsibilities attached.  
Understanding the other partner’s debt situation ahead of time 
might reveal a red flag or at least send up a caution signal.  To 
fully understand the financial circumstances, each fiancée should 
request a credit report.  Since opposites do attract, it is not uncom-
mon for one person to be a saver and the other to be a spender.  
Because of these propensities, one individual might have acquired 
an inordinate amount of debt that needs to be addressed prior to 

marriage.  I have witnessed 
extreme cases of debt that 
caused a delay in the mar-
riage.  One was so sever 
the marriage was eventually 
called off completely.  Each 
individual should under-
stand what they are about to 
acquire in the way of assets 
and liabilities. 

     Don’t be naïve and remember for any relationship to last 
it must be built on a foundation of honesty.  If either party is 
reluctant about sharing their 
debt picture, perhaps coun-
seling could help.  Proverbs 
10:9 puts it this way, “He 
who walks in integrity walks 
securely, but he who per-
verts his ways will be found 
out.”  The saying “love is 
blind” seems to be magnified 
when finances are concerned.  
Communicate and know the 
facts before you embark on a 
lifelong plan of commitment.  
If there is a problem, it is always better to discover it sooner than 
later.  
 
BE HONEST

     A study by scientist 
Jay Zagorsky suggests that 
“money is consistently 
cited as one of the biggest 
areas of concern for mar-
ried couples born between 
1957-1962.”  The news 
is bad, but what makes it 
more alarming is that many 
couples don’t want to 
admit there is a problem.  

Additional information concerning budgeting, debt management, or any of the 
other areas discussed in this article can be obtained by contacting Randy by 
email at rcowell@htk.com or by phone at (918) 664-0081.

I Take Thee
Financial Advice for Those 
Starting Out in Marriage

“Approximately 31% of all 
couples—even the happi-
est ones—clash over their 
finances at least once a 

month.”

Ameriprise study on couples 

and money (June/July 2016)

“Discussions on household 
finances lead to argu-

ments among 45% of the 
general population, 44% 
of affluents, and 72% of 

young professionals”

TD Bank Love & Money Study 

(June 2015)

“Couples who regularly 
talk about money are hap-
pier in their relationships 
than those who discuss 

finances less frequently.”

TD Bank Love & Money Study 

(June 2015)

“83% of millennials 
believe their significant 

other overspends in 
some way, compared 

with only 63% of all 
respondents.”

TD Bank Love & Money Study 

(June 2015)

“More than a third of mil-
lennials in relationships 
(36%) fight about money 
at least once per week, 
compared with 15% of 
gen Xers (ages 35-54), 

and 7% of baby boomers 
(ages 55+).”

TD Bank Love & Money Study 
(June 2015)

“American couples typical-
ly bring the largest levels 
of debt into relationships 
(51%) while most couples 

in Italy and the Netherlands 
say they have no debt.”

Recession Ignites Financial Dis-
cord Among U.S. Couples (Jan. 

27, 2009)


