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DRIVE SAFE
by Tyson Ray CFP®

For Easter weekend this year, we drove to Minnesota to celebrate with my 
sister and her family. On that Saturday, I was taking a nap at our hotel while 
Jenny drove the boys over to my sister’s house. When my phone rang, I 
wasn’t fully awake but when I heard Jenny crying, “Tyson, we have been in 
an accident!” I jumped to my feet. 

“What? Where? Are you okay?” I listened for a response but couldn’t hear 
anything. “Jenny? Are you there?” I looked at my cell phone reception - 5 
solid bars - my connection was good. Then I heard, “Dad!” It was Nelson, my 
oldest son. “Dad, we were in an accident!” “Yes,” I responded, “I know but 
why I am talking with you?” Nelson explained, “Well, because Mom is laying 
in the grass and they are working on her.”  Nelson tells me, “I am fine; Carson 
is in the ambulance being assessed; Austin broke his wrist but Mom is hurt!” 
Then he says, “I’ve got to go.” And he hung up. 

That is when I realized I was helpless. I was at the hotel without a car. I 
paced the hotel room, thinking that my wife is dying on the side of the 
road! I called my brother-in-law and asked him to come and get me. Then I 
called back Jenny’s iPhone and Nelson answered again. I asked Nelson some 
questions but could tell he was in shock, so I asked Nelson to take a photo of 
the accident so I could see the car. I wanted to know how bad the car looked 
to assess how bad the accident was.  

“You cannot get through a single day without 
having an impact on the world around you. What 

you do makes a difference, and you have to decide 
what kind of difference you want to make.” 

– JANE GOODALL
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CWI FOOD PACKAGING EVENT!

Over the past several years, Children’s World Impact has hosted a Food 
Packaging Event that brought together hundreds of volunteers to package 
meals for distribution to hungry children and families around the world. 
After packaging over one million meals, CWI took a break from hosting the 
event so the organization could focus on projects in Haiti, Ecuador and 
Ghana, Africa. In 2017, CWI paired up with Lakeland Community Church to 
host another event. Now we are pleased to announce that CWI is committed 
to making this an annual activity!

So mark your calendars for the first weekend 
of December starting with December 6 and 7, 
2019. Volunteer registration will be available 
on the website (cwi.org) beginning this fall. 

This is a joyous and festive way to contribute 
to the needs of others - we believe that many 
of our faithful volunteers will be happy to 
have this opportunity to serve. P 

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND

Raymond James is not affiliated with entities noted above.

HAVE YOU SEEN 
OUR VIDEO BLOG?

If you have a Facebook page, 
a LinkedIn address, or a Twitter 
account, you have hopefully 
“Liked” the FORM Wealth pages 
and connected with us. We have 
a great variety of interesting, 
informative and even entertaining 
posts that go up on a regular 
basis. And starting in 2019, Tyson 
Ray has added a video message 
at the beginning of each month 
to give you a little heads-up on 
how statements are going to 
look. We call them Up or Down 
for the Month. 

At the close of business on the 
last day of the month, Tyson 
records his views on what has 
transpired over the last few weeks 
and, based on the market activity, 
explains why your statements 
may be up or down. It’s important 
that, if you’re going to look at 
your statement, you see more 
than the one moment snapshot 
that is captured on that last day 
of the month. Tyson shares his 
research and insights, looks at 
trends and concerns, and helps 
you understand the ‘why’ behind 
the Up or Down.

Take a look at our Facebook 
page at facebook.com/
formwealthadvisors/ 

or LinkedIn at linkedin.com/
in/tysonray 

or Twitter Feed at twitter.com/
FORMwealth 

You can check out our website at 
formwealth.com/blog-vlog. 

Then be sure to “Like” or 
“Follow” or “Share!”

DATES: 
Friday, Dec. 6
4:00 - 5:30 PM
6:00 - 7:30 PM

Saturday, Dec. 7
8:00 - 9:30 AM

10:00 - 11:30 AM
12:30 - 2:00 PM

LOCATION:
Lakeland Community 

Church
N3181 State Road 67

Lake Geneva, WI  53147
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A good friend called recently and, 
while we did start off our conversation 
with a few stories about how busy we 
were this summer with kids’ activities 
and how we were looking forward to 
the upcoming Packers season, I could 
tell something was bothering him. 
After a few more moments, he revealed 
that his aunt had recently passed 
away and that he was the sole heir 
and executor to her estate. He shared 
she was not a wealthy woman but 
nevertheless, he was feeling humbled 
with that honor and the small amount 
of assets his aunt had left to him 
as her legacy. However, he was also 
feeling overwhelmed at the number 
of items she had personally collected 
over the decades and now had left to 
him. While these things may have had 
some value to his aunt at some point, 
they certainly had little to no value 
now as my friend surveyed her home 
stuffed to the gills with a lifetime of 
possessions. What was he going to do 
with it all? How long would this take 
him and where should it all go? In the 
end, it took him weeks to go through 

all the items. Some he was able to 
give to local charities, other pieces to 
Goodwill; but most went to the curb 
for garbage pick-up. 

 
Certainly, that process for 
my friend was impactful 
in many ways, but maybe 
the most important thing 
that came from all of it 
was the message of the 
need to simplify. 

Many of us, myself included, have 
stuff - probably way too much stuff, 
if I am being perfectly honest. Down 
the road, hopefully many years from 
now, what will my son or daughter 
feel about my possessions? Surely 
there will be some they value, others 
I hope they will value and lastly, many 
items that may have no value to them 
at the time. From the experience of 
my friend, I have a better feeling that 
it is my job to make sure Jackson and 
Lauren don’t feel that way; that Becki 

and I do the job of getting rid of our 
clutter and making it easier for them 
to see and retain the items that truly 
are of value. I feel confident if we 
could ask my friend’s aunt today if she 
meant to leave all of that behind, she 
certainly would not have. Like most of 
us, cleaning out the basement or the 
upstairs closet sits at the bottom of 
the never-ending chore list. So, if that 
is true… and I can tell you it is true for 
me, what makes us think that it would 
be on the top of our loved one’s list of 
things to do? Or in less words, if we 
don’t want to make time for our junk, 
why would they?

I’m sure you have read plenty of articles 
on organizing or viewed the new 
sensation ‘Tidying Up’ on NetflixTM, but 
at some point, we actually must do the 
work. We need to go through our things 
and decide what to keep and what to 
let go. If you look at an item and you 
wouldn’t buy it again, turn it loose. 
The Swedish call it dostadning, or 
death cleaning. You have to love those 

SUMMER SLIMDOWN 
by Luke Kuchenberg, CFP®

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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I can’t remember the last time I wrote 
a physical check to make a purchase. I 
still use cash but not as often as I just 
swipe the credit card. As a principle, 
I pay off my credit card in full each 
month.  However, as a culture, more 
and more people buy things on credit 
with no thought of how to pay for 
them. Worse, their credit card bill 
gets to be a monthly surprise because 
they do not keep track of how much 
money they are spending.   

I agree with Dave Ramsey who said, 
“We buy things we don’t need with 
money we don’t have to impress people 
we don’t like.” Recently I needed to 
teach my oldest son about buying 
things he didn’t need, and it ended up 
frustrating him and my middle son in 

the process. Let me explain.  

The other night, I came home to 
find my oldest son, whose nickname 
is Nelson “I Want” Ray, greeting me 
while waving his iPhone. “Dad, I want 
to buy a new pair of shoes.” He shows 
me the shoes he wants on his phone, 
stating how awesome they are and 
only $200, down from $400. “Wow, 
what a value - half price! Can I get 
them, Dad?” My first thought was 
who buys $400 shoes for a 15-year-old 
kid and that $200 was not any better. 
I tried to offer my son some of Dave 
Ramsey’s wisdom about not buying 
stuff you don’t need, but it seemed 
to miss the mark. So I deferred with, 
“Lets discuss this in the morning.”  

Usually my kids’ attention spans are so 
short that by the next morning, they’ve 
forgotten all about it. However, I was 

These days it is too easy 
to use debt to buy things.  

DON’T USE DEBT
by Tyson Ray CFP®

not so lucky. The next morning while 
making breakfast, he arrived with the 
same desire as the night before. “Dad, 
can I get the shoes?”  

Seeking to be a good parent, I 
explained to him my job as father 
is to project him from himself and 
buying a $200 pair of shoes was not 
a good idea. To help add a visual 
proof, I held up his last pair of new 
expensive shoes which have holes 
worn in them, are dirty and smell.  

After eating breakfast in silence, I 
offered this great parenting speech as I 
was doing the dishes. I said “Nelson, if 
you want to get a job and go earn $200 
so you know the real cost of those 
shoes, then fine.” Now remember, 
I was doing the dishes and was not 
looking at him or, more importantly, 
at my wife, Jenny. She was shaking her 
head at me with that look that let me 
know I just said something completely 
wrong and stupid.  

As I finished my point, I looked up 
to see Jenny’s warning and Nelson’s 
delight. Nelson explained he did earn 
it; he worked at a widow’s house 
the weekend before and earned 
$170 dollars and has borrowed the 
remaining $30 dollars from his brother, 
Austin. Sensing I lost the battle but 
not the war, I responded, “Well, you 
can’t buy the shoes with debt!”  

As I drove him to school, Nelson 
argued that borrowing from his 
brother was fine. Austin, who was also 
in the car, agreed that he was, in fact 
fine with it. But I stood my ground and 
as Nelson got out of the car, I said, 
“No, you can’t borrow the money to 
buy the shoes. You have to earn it.”  

The door shut and I left victorious, 
until I looked at Austin. He had a 
frustrated look on his little face that 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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When the photo showed up on my 
iPhone, my heart sunk. I wanted to be 
there with my family, but I couldn’t 
because I was stuck in the hotel. I 
called Nelson back and he explained 
that they were hit head on by another 
car that failed to stop at a 4-way stop 
sign. Nelson said he overheard the 
other driver tell the officer that he 
didn’t see the stop sign. He also said 
he heard the officers estimate the 
other driver was traveling over 55 
miles an hour at impact. 

My brother-in-law picked me up and 
we drove straight to the hospital 
where my whole family had been 
transported. I arrived and was relieved 
to see no major physical damage 
to anyone. I then sat for the next 4 
hours while, one at a time, each of my 
family members was carted away and 
given CT scans to check for internal 
bleeding and assess their individual 
situation. My youngest, Carson, was 
treated for cuts and burns from the 
seat belt that the transfer of energy 
of the impact caused. My middle son, 
Austin, was treated for a broken wrist. 
My oldest son, Nelson, seemed to be 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

MAMA K RETIRES 
by Luke Kuchenberg, CFP®

We often speak of relationships here at FORM Wealth and how important 
they are to all of us. Well, for most of us, there is no greater relationship 
than that shared with your mother. And to that point, we want to take a 
moment and congratulate Linda Kuchenberg (aka Mama K), for her recent 
and well deserved retirement! May you and dad enjoy the years ahead! 
This is a picture of Tyson, mom and me circa 1991, when Tyson and I still 
had hair….oh, the glory days! P

fine although we would later find out 
he was not fine. Then Jenny, who 
everyone was most concerned about, 
was only treated for whiplash and we 
were all sent home.

I was thankful they all survived and 
were released. However, that night 
Nelson started to complain that his 
back hurt and Jenny was in a lot of 
pain. A week later, things got worse 
instead of better and, after some 
doctor visits and lots of pain meds, 
MRIs were ordered for Jenny and 
Nelson. Jenny’s came back with 3 
bulging disks in her neck. Nelson’s 
first MRI diagnosed 2 bulging disks 
and a possible spinal infection. He 
needed an additional MRI that would 
be done with contrast.  Nelson ended 
up having 6 different MRIs, each giving 
a different diagnosis. Frustrated with 
no answers and with Nelson still in 
a lot pain, we ended up at Children’s 
Hospital with an expert spinal 
surgeon. He was to tell us what the 
MRI showed and, more importantly, 
what treatment would be required.

We got the best news possible from 
the surgeon. The doctor felt Nelson’s 
back had released some spinal fluid 
which the first MRI diagnosed as 
bulging disks and a possible spinal 
infection. The MRI with contrast (a 
dye injected into the blood) showed 

DRIVE SAFE
continued from page 1
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SUMMER CHICKEN PANZANELLA SALAD

Directions

1. On large rimmed baking sheet, toss leek, bread, and 2 1/2 tablespoons olive 
oil. Bake in 450 degrees F oven 15 minutes or until bread is toasted and leeks 
are golden. 

2. In large bowl, whisk lemon juice, grainy mustard, remaining olive oil, and salt to 
taste. Add tomatoes; toss. Add chicken, parsley, toasted bread and leeks. Toss 
to combine. Serve immediately.

Ingredients

1 large leek, chopped 

1 12 oz. loaf rustic white bread, 
torn into chunks 

3 1/2 tbsp. extra-virgin olive oil, 
divided 

2 tbsp. lemon juice 

2 tbsp. grainy Dijon mustard 

Kosher salt 

3 large ripe tomatoes, chopped 
(I love to use fresh heirlooms!)

4 c. shredded rotisserie chicken meat 

1/2 c. fresh parsley

If you’re looking 
for a delicious 
summery salad 
that makes up 
quickly, try this!

I did not understand.  After a few moments of silence, I 
asked, “Austin, what is wrong?” Austin looked up at me 
and in a very disappointed tone he proclaimed, “Dad, I 
had great TERMS on that loan!”  

He explained, “Dad, I loaned Nelson $30 for one month 
for $10 interest. Then after June 17th when Nelson 
forgets to pay me, the loan then charges $1.00 every other 
day.” (At this point, Austin is showing me his iPhone with 
the June 17th Loan Due noted on his calander). Austin said 
his plan was to wait 6 months and Austin’s $30 loan would 
have turned into Nelson owning him $200. I asked how 
Austin would get Nelson to pay him that. Austin responded, 
“Dad, I made Nelson sign a written contract!” 

As Austin was getting out of the car, frustrated his loan 
was not going to happen, I explained I would consider 
buying Nelson out of his contract. Bottom line, Nelson 
did not get the shoes and I think he has forgotten about 
them. Additionally, I am worrying less about Austin’s 
ability to make it in the real world.  

As a parent, we never stop trying to teach wisdom to our 
kids about money, debt and spending. If we can help 
you help your loved ones, let us know. P

DON’T USE DEBT
continued from page 4

folks…. just call it what it is. While the name is off-putting, 
it gets a lot of attention as a practical and simple way to 
deal with your possessions. Margareta Magnusson wrote a 
book based on this very concept called, “The Gentle Art of 
Swedish Death Cleaning: How to Free Yourself and Your 
Family From a Lifetime of Clutter” and its message is being 
received by an expanding audience; slowly declutter your 
life so those possessions are not a burden for your loved 
ones in the future. 

Now is as good a time as any. Take a look around. Do 
you have some things, some stuff you have accumulated 
through the years that your loved ones may not value 
or will find hard to deal with once you have passed? 
Maybe now is the time to have a good one-on-one with 
those items and decide if they truly have value or not. If 
they do, great. Be sure to keep those and note why they 
are important or have sentimental value to the family. 
But if they do not have value, perhaps get a few boxes 
together and bring those items down to the local charity 
or Goodwill. Some may even find the trash. I think after 
going through it all, not only will you feel better and a 
lot lighter, your loved ones will have a lighter load in the 
future as well. P

SUMMER SLIMDOWN 
continued from page 3
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You don’t have to spend money 
to make a memory. Often it is just 
spending time with those you love. If 
you wrote something down, send us 
an email and let us know what you 
decided. For me, I recently made a 
memory for life. 

My middle son, Austin, turns 14 this 
year and in the Ray family, the year 
you turn 14 is a right of passage.  
It’s the age where a boy gets to 
experience doing something that men 
do. Nelson’s trip at 14 was a fishing 
trip to Canada and now it’s Austin’s 
turn. After being given the option to 
go alone or bring his older brother, 
Austin agreed to have Nelson join us 
and the three of us enjoyed a fishing 
trip we will never forget.  

After a one-hour flight from 
Milwaukee to Minneapolis, a one 
hour flight from Minneapolis to 
Winnipeg, a two hour drive north of 
Winnipeg and another hour flight on 
a float plane, we landed in Northern 
Manitoba for a 5 day fishing trip.  

There is something about being 
completely surrounded by Mother 
Nature - no TV, no phone service, 
just nature. There is nothing that 
can replace spending 5 days together, 
eating breakfast, lunch and dinner 
together. Hours of conversations. 
Shore lunch everyday was a few fish 
you caught that morning.  The fresh 
air. Fishing in the pouring rain and 
you don’t care because it’s just part of 
the experience.  

The first day, we each caught a few 
Northern Pike and Walleye. The 
second day, Nelson caught his trophy 
43” Northern Pike. The third day, 
Austin caught his 42” Northern Pike 
and the fourth day, Austin caught his 
second trophy at 41 ½”. My trophy 
was the photo of me with my two 
sons and a memory for a lifetime. 

Our desire is to help you - our 
clients - live the best version 
of your life. I want to help you 
make your own memories and to 
actually practice for myself what I 
recommend to others. As we share 
our memories with you, don’t forget 
to send us your photos which help 
communicate back to us we are 
doing our job and helping you make 
your memories. P

MAKE A MEMORY 
by Tyson Ray CFP®

Right now, take out a 
piece of paper and ask 
yourself this question: 
what do you want to 
do in the next year 
and with whom do you 
want to do it?  

there were no bulging disks, no spinal 
infection and the fluid had gone down 
to normal levels. Thus, no surgery; no 
major treatment; and the back-pain 
Nelson has been experiencing is now 
solely muscular. The doctor encouraged 
Nelson to start physical therapy to 
reprogram his back muscles that are 
stuck in the ‘fight or flight’ response 

from the trauma. His back thinks it 
is still experiencing the accident and 
it will take a few weeks to retrain his 
muscle to go back to normal. 

Jenny also will begin physical therapy 
now that her boys are better. She 
would not allow herself to focus on 
herself until she knew her kids were 
okay. So, for the month of July both 
Jenny and Nelson have physical 
therapy 5 days a week with the hope to 
soon be on the road to full recovery.

The accident reminded me that 
we are not promised tomorrow. I 
have a huge appreciation for the 
technology and crash testing that 
has gone into making vehicles safer. 
I have an appreciation for emergency 
responders, medical personnel and 
how people take care of other people. 
I have been reminded that seat belts 
save lives. As my family fully recovers 
this summer, I have one request for 
all of us - Drive Safe. P

DRIVE SAFE
continued from page 5
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FORM FAMILY
Summer 2019

FORM MISSION

FORM Wealth Advisors seeks to be a family’s sole financial 
advisor. Working with only a select number of clients, we consult 
by knowing your Family, Occupation, Recreation, and Mission. 

Then we focus on risk management.

CARSON RAY, 10

NELSON RAY, 15

AUSTIN RAY, 14

JACKSON KUCHENBERG, 10
LAUREN KUCHENBERG, 8


