
SOCIAL SECURITY PLANNING 
LIKE YOU’VE NEVER SEEN
How do you make something that’s complicated (sometimes maddeningly 
so) simple? How do you ensure a critical mistake isn’t made at the wrong time, 
potentially costing you or your loved-ones thousands of dollars and peace of 
mind in retirement?



INTRODUCING THE GROUNDBREAKING 
SOCIAL SECURITY ZONE™!
The latest in a long line of innovation from the leaders in social secu-

rity software and research, the Social Security Zone™ compares the 

performance of different claiming strategies in one easy-to-under-

stand and interactive screen based on your life expectancy. A feature 

of the SSAnalyzer software, the Social Security Zone™ will change the 

way you think about claiming Social Security benefits.

When addressing the difficult issue of longevity, attempting to plan 

for a specific point in time when someone may die is the wrong 

approach, as our research shows. Too often, it results in a recipient 

who chooses a less than optimal strategy for any other possible life 

expectancy, lowering cumulative lifetime benefits.

This patented methodology dynamically displays regions, or zones, 

to easily identify the point at which a strategy is optimal, as well as 

less-than-optimal. Our sophisticated approach empowers you to see for 

yourself how significantly life expectancy impacts your unique situation. 

It’s impossible to efficiently perform that type of analysis without the 

right software. Other software uses only six or seven canned strategies 

to deliver the “right” strategy, but with over 70,000 potential combina-

tions, evaluating six or seven just isn’t enough.

For example, each box of the graph to the above right (figure 1.1) 

represents an age combination for a married couple, and each color 

represents a single strategy. As you can see by the colors in the 

graph, they only compare two strategies. The star represents the 

ages to which your clients expect to live, and it would appear the 

strategy represented in blue is ideal for almost every combination of 

possible mortality outcomes.

Now compare it with figure 1.2 using the same couple with the same 

life expectancy projections. Again, the black star represents the life 

expectancy combination provided by a recipient, only this time with 

deeper analysis and more claiming options. You can see that if the in-

dividual lives just two years longer, the green zone becomes optimal. 

In addition, if the individual lives five years longer, the new strategy 

increases the cumulative lifetime benefit by $75,000.

Ultimately, the most important lesson to learn about developing a 

Social Security strategy is that the focus should be on ranges—or 

zones—of possible ages, rather than a single life expectancy. This is 

important; in some cases, an individual who lives just one year lon-

ger can render a once-optimal strategy to become less-than-optimal. 

In other words, that “right” strategy be not be the best strategy.

GET IN THE ZONE
So, why is this so important in Social Security income planning? The 

Social Security ZoneTM can make it easier for you by visually rep-

resenting the best claiming choice across possible life expectancy 

combinations. You can easily see that your best choice for claiming 

benefits changes if you live longer or shorter than planned. For the 

married couple represented above, they might choose a number of 

strategies and ask to see a breakeven analysis for each before making 

a decision. Or they might determine the strategy in the green zone is 

most optimal for a larger range of life expectancy combinations—and 

it protects them in the event they live longer than initially planned.

The important part of the process, however, is the ability to give you 

options from which to compare and choose. 

HOW TO GET THE ZONE 
The Social Security ZoneTM adds to our long line of Social Security 

planning and innovation. We continue to be the leader in claiming 

strategy research, and our software is the best available and easiest 

to use in making your claiming decision. It’s not only backed by re-

search published in leading financial journals, it is also recommend-

ed by some of the most respected technology analysts in the media. 

In the words of one of our users, our software makes it easy to give 

expert advice about, “the most daunting and frustrating 

bureaucratic process known to retirees.” In addition, you will have:

• Confidence that you are filing for benefits in the method that’s 

best for your unique situation, rather than one of only a 

handful of strategies that aren’t prescribed for your scenario;

• Peace of mind you haven’t overlooked an important rule that 

might mean more money or a greater hedge against longevity;

• Step-by-step instructions so you could be sure you claim 

correctly!

The purpose of the Social Security Analyzer software and related information is to educate and give general guidance to help craft a personalized approach to taking Social Security. This information should 
not be taken as legal, financial or tax advice. Social Security Solutions, Inc. is not affiliated or endorsed by the Social Security Administration. 

Nothing contained herein shall constitute an offer to sell or solicitation of an offer to buy any security. Securities are offered through KMS Financial Services, Inc. Material in this 
publication is original or from published sources and is believed to be accurate. Readers are cautioned to consult their own tax and investment professionals with regard to their 

specific situations. KMS and Social Security Solutions are not affiliated.




