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2014 Highlights

Trunk or Treat Time by Joshua Yamamura
This year instead of Costume Carnival we had
Trunk or Treat at our church. For Trunk or Treat
everyone had a game or surprise in the trunk of
their cars. A lot of people came that night. Even
though it was super rainy we still had it so that we
could reach out to people for God. We were so wet
but it was still fun! Our trunk was a fireman theme
and I called it “Save the Citizens from Death!”
Grandpa and Daddy made a Plinko game using
wood and nails. We helped to paint it and pound in
the nails. To play the game you had to drop the
Plinko pucks at the top and make sure it didn't land in the fire at the bottom.
If you were safe from the fire your prize was to roast marshmallows and
make s’mores. I helped with the
game and then I played with my
cousins and got a lot of candy. My
whole bag was filled with candy but
I shared it with my little sister. God
stopped the rain for the rest of the
night and everybody had an AWESOME time!

Tiffany is in the 8th grade and enjoys cooking healthy meals. She
continues to love sewing, decorating, and photography.
Our 5th grader Luke is constantly
reading books about history and
inventions. He can put anything
together with foil and duct tape!
Joshua is in the 3rd grade and enjoys playing Minecraft. He’s always
busy in the backyard. We’ve discovered a lot of unwanted houseguests in his room (e.g. millipedes,
lizards, snails).
Gracie is an eager preK student
who loves putting band-aids on
everyone and hopes to become a
doctor one day. She enjoys playing
in her kitchen, reading, and writing
love notes.
Cocoa our friendly, loving dog is
always ready to play. Her favorite
things to do are chase the kids and
go on walks.

A Sunny Day Fishing by Luke Yamamura

Thankful Tuesdays by Johanna Grace

It was a hot, sunny day and Grandpa took Joshua and me fishing at Kaena Point. We had to hike in for at least an hour to get
to our fishing spot. I was excited because I like fishing! I used
shrimp as bait and swung the line far into the water because
that’s where the fish were. After about a minute, I felt a tug
and pulled up the line. I caught a blue and silver fish called a
Hinalea. I was happy because I finally caught a fish! After hiking back to our car we were so hungry! We ate lunch at one of
my favorite restaurants McDonalds. When we got home we
had to clean the fish and take out all
of the guts. Grandpa wrapped it in
ti leaves and he baked it. It tasted
really good! The next time we go
fishing I’m going to catch more fish!

Our family has
Thankful Tuesdays
and we do something
to
bless
someone. I like to
write love notes to
people and mail it
to them. I draw a nice picture and write to tell
them “Jesus loves you!” Sometimes my mommy
cooks food for people that’s sick and I like to put
stickers on the note. I like to do this because God
made everything and cares about people. My
Cubbies verse says: “Love your neighbor as
yourself.” Matthew 22:39
I Love Jesus!
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Homestay Student by Tiffany Yamamura

Mililani Bulls Rock

This year we had the wonderful opportunity of having a Japanese exchange
student stay with us. Rie is a student
at Osaka College, where Aunty Deb
teaches. She came to learn how to
speak English, however, we were surprised by how well she already spoke.
While helping Rie with her English, I
learned a lot of Japanese and even
got a translation app! During our time
with Rie, we took her to visit the Hitachi Tree and the World’s Largest
Maze at the Dole Plantation. Feeling
very confident, we rushed into the maze! After awhile we got lost
and decided to call it a day. We ended our visit with a refreshing
pineapple ice cream! I was also amazed when I found out Rie is
a fashion designer! She was nice
enough to help me with my sewing
class projects. We were supposed to
help Rie, but instead she helped us!
We look forward to seeing her again
and hope she continues to do well in
her English studies.

by Joshua Yamamura

An Interview with my Awesome Pastor

My older brother plays basketball and I always
wanted to play but I was too young. Then I got
older and played my first season this year. It was
so cool that my dad picked me on his team! He
taught me new picks and plays like “Green Green
ready break!” I
made a lot of
new friends. We
went through a
lot of struggles
because we had
new
players.
But Dad went
over the rules and we got through all the hard
times. The games were awesome and we had
lots of fun! They didn’t keep track of the score
because they wanted us to learn instead of trying
to win. But we remembered the score and we
won EVERY Game - Mililani BULLS Rock!

by Luke Yamamura

How did you become a pastor? I came from a family of generational Taoists and became a Christian at 14. I was
the only Christian in my family at the time and went to a church in Singapore. I always admired my pastor and the
people who were preaching. I thought it would be great to help people like that. Now, I love being a pastor! The best
part of my job is when I get to tell someone about Jesus...even better still is when the person is open to ask Jesus to
become their Lord and Savior. That is my greatest Joy!
Pastor Joe shared about his father’s spiritual journey: We were in England at the time and had to return to Singapore to continue our Visa. We didn’t want to go back yet, as I was finishing up my studies. After praying, God gave
me a clear word that He was sending me back for a reason. We arrived in Singapore and no sooner my dad was hospitalized because he was diagnosed with colon cancer. God was gracious in sending us back at just the right time. I
had been praying for my dad since I was a teenager and here God was making something happen. After recovering
from his operation he shared with me that Jesus had come to him during the operation and showed him the glory of
Heaven. God also sent some ladies from our church, who spoke Mandarin, to share with him that he is the spiritual
head of the house and when he receives Christ, his family may also receive
God’s blessings. It was then that he asked Christ to be his personal savior.
Since making this decision, we’ve seen such a difference in my dad’s life. Now
he’s sharing his faith with his family and friends!

Pastor Joe and Debbie Ong

What advice would you give a 5th grader? I think it’s important to be your own
person and also to listen to your parents. Secondly, is to know that you can do
whatever God asks you to do. It may not happen immediately but if you are willing to hear and follow Him...He’ll prepare you to do all the work He has planned
for your life.
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Aulani Staycation

Fun in Chicago by Johanna Grace Yamamura

by Tiffany Yamamura
Our family loves
all things
Disney!
Which is
why we
were so
excited
when we
heard that the whole Sukita family was going to Disney at Aulani! When we arrived,
they gave us beautiful leis and Hawaiian
gifts. The whole experience made us feel
like we were on a different island. We had a
breathtaking view and could see the lagoon
from our hotel room. All of the cousins had
so much fun together - going from pool to
pool, racing down the lazy river and cruising
in the Jacuzzis. During our vacation we decided to visit a church in Kapolei. We went
to New Hope which is located at Podium
Raceway. I never thought you could have
church at a raceway! It was such a fun filled
weekend. Of course, I will miss Mickey and
the slides but most of all, I will miss getting
to spend time with the whole family.

Make
by Joshua Yamamura

So Mommy was the whole world in black
and white in your day, too?

My Daddy take me and
Mommy to Chicago and
it was a long trip. I had
to sleep on the plane
and it was so cool! The
plane landed in L.A. but
a man set a fire at the
Chicago control place
so we got stuck there.
We had to wait at the
airport for 9 hrs. Ho!
that’s pretty long! So, at the airport I sleeped. Daddy said it was a
miracle that we get on the only flight out. We finally get to Chicago
and after that we go on a big trolley tour to see all the tall buildings.
I see a man that looked cold and I wanted to give him my sweater
but it was too small. So I give him something to drink and I tell him
“God loves you!” We walked all around the city and it was really big!
Later on it got so cold I had to wear a coat because my mommy didn’t want me to freeze. My Daddy had to go
working at the conference. I went with Mommy
and ate the yummiest pizza ever! It was gooey
and so good! Then we went by this cool park
and we find leaves. It was all different colors
like red and orange because it is fall! I even see
a little squirrel! It was so cute I wanted to take it
home. Then we went to a kids museum and I
ride on the merry-go-round so many times. The
best part was finding dinosaur bones with
Daddy! Chicago was SO much fun!

Lego Robotics by Luke Yamamura
This year I started Lego Robotics. I met new
people and learned new things. Our team
learned how to program the robot to do different missions. Sometimes it didn’t do what we
wanted it to do. We had to test the robot to
make sure it worked. If it didn’t, we had to do
trial and error and figure out what to change
until it worked. It took a lot of patience and
we were careful so we couId get it right. We
learned to work as a team and help each
Luke & his friend Riley other with different parts of the mission. My
favorite part of robotics was programming. It was awesome because
we made the robot lift things up, use a color censor, and even made
it dance. Lego Robotics is cool!
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Planting with Aunty Deb by Joshua Yamamura Twirly Whirly by Johanna Grace
Our family decided to relandscape our yard. My Daddy
says it means making your yard
and land nice. We asked my
Aunty Deb to help us since she’s
a Landscape Architect. The first
thing we had to do was take out
the berry tree that was taller than
me (I'm a just little bit taller than four
feet). The tree roots were growing
too far and it was a problem. So my
Aunty brought some of Grandpa’s
tools and we had to dig it up to remove the tree. It took all of us mommy, Aunty Deb, Tiffany, Luke
and me to dig it up. Next we had to till the ground and put the potting soil to soften the ground. Then we were ready to plant flowers. We also planted small grass called Mondo grass. Everyday I
go out to water the plants and I find a lot of bugs. Now the yard
looks beautiful and colorful. Whenever Mommy looks out of the
kitchen window she can see the beautiful hard work that we did!

Speech and Debate Class
by Tiffany Yamamura
Speaking in front of people gives me
the goose bumps! I’m afraid that I’m
going to freeze while standing up
there, that’s why I’ve stayed away
from public speaking. Recently, my
parents signed me up for a speech
class for homeschoolers and I
dreaded it! The homework was tough
at first but after I completed several
assignments, it became more enjoyable. I learned about
how to organize and present a speech. During this past
semester, I’ve learned how to stand in front of people
and give a speech with confidence! I chose an impromptu event for the speech tournament and practiced
a lot. When the time for the tournament came, I was
nervous from head to toe, but thankfully God helped me
to do my best! I still have a lot to learn but so far, speech
has been a great, educational experience.

On Saturday really
early in the morning I
wake up to eat
breakfast.
Then I
pack up my tutu bag
and put on my beautiful ballet clothes.
My mommy gets me
ready and puts my
hair up in a bun.
I like to dance a lot and my teacher is
really nice. First, I warm up and then I
get ready to dance! I do first position,
second position, third position. I really
like to leap and twirl and curtsy. I still
have to practice doing a Plie because
sometimes I get wobbly. I’m so excited
because I’m going to the Nutcracker Ballet for Christmas with my Mommy and
Daddy.

Cherish Every Moment
Recently, San and I were watching old family videos from
2010. Can you believe that was four years ago? Of
course we looked the same, young and vibrant as always.
However, what caught us by surprise was realizing how
much our children had grown. I didn't know whether to
laugh or cry while watching clips of all four kids dancing
and laughing with each other. I kept thinking...treasure
every moment.
We hope you and your
family savor and enjoy
every special moment
together this holiday season. We wish you a very
Merry Christmas and
Blessed New Year!
With love,

Christmas 2010

Owen, Sandy, Tiffany (13), Luke (10), Joshua (7),
Johanna Grace (4), & Cocoa

