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Amber O’Brien is named partner at Voyage

mber O’Brien has been named a principal partner
A
of the Voyage Financial Group by co-founders
and principals Mike Chong and Tom Royce … which
should come
as no surprise
to longtime
Voyage
clients.

“Amber has
been with us
since the day
we opened
our doors for
business ten
years ago,
this year,”
Mike noted.
“ Clients tell
me time and time again how pleased they are with
the service Amber provides, and how fortunate
Voyage is to have her.”

Tom adds, “She is truly the backbone of the excellent
service we work to provide. In addition to serving
clients, Amber is responsible for processing all of
the forms and transactions that we generate for our
clients as well as making sure we comply with the
rules and regulations that govern our business.
“Amber is a valued member of our team, and we are
delighted that she joins Mike and me in leading our
business.”
Prior to Voyage’s launch in 2006, Amber worked at
Advance Capital for six years where she managed
client accounts. She graduated from Western Illinois
University with a bachelor’s degree in Business
Management and Finance, and then earned a
master’s degree in Accounting and Financial
Management from the Keller Graduate School of
Management.
Amber is a Cubs fan who enjoys reading and spending time with her husband, Joe, and their daughters,
Maggie, Liddy and Annie at their home in Wauconda.

Credit Scores: Some things you might not know
Consumer Federation of America, which
Toutheconducts
a credit score survey every year, points
these facts about credit scores that you might

•

Mortgage lenders, credit card issuers, insurance
and cell phone companies, and landlords
typically access
your credit
Save the dates
scores to set
Please mark your calendar and plan
rates and
to attend the annual Halftime meetdetermine
ing closest to you:
credit
Rockford -  June 21
worthiness.
Schaumburg - June 21

•

Multiple
inquiries lower
credit scores,
but not over a
period of one
to two weeks
if you are
shopping for a
loan.

not be aware of:
•

Experian, Equifax, and TransUnion collect the
information on which credit scores are frequently
based, and each score can be different.

•

Age, marital status and ethnicity are not used to
calculate credit scores.

•

700 is usually a good credit score.

•

Opening several credit cards at one time will
lower a credit score.

•

A low credit score is likely to increase the finance
charges on a $20,000, 60-month car loan by more
than $5,000.

Urbana - June 23
Chicago South - June 23
Peoria - June 28
Milwaukee - June 28

You will receive a postcard in June
with the times and locations.
AND, reserve August 13 on your
calendar for the Kane County
Cougars game.

(Continued on Page 3)

Best time for deals

opular holidays such as Halloween, Valentine’s
Pbillions
Day, and Easter attract lots of attention and
in consumer spending every year.

Recommends

But, according to cheapism.com, deal hunters should
circle different holidays on their 2016 calendars.
These nine days stand out for featuring some of the
best sales and promotions of the year.

he Centers for Disease
Tprotect
Control (CDC) works to
health and promote

Mother’s Day (May 8) - Many sales will focus on
kitchenware such as appliances and cookware.
Memorial Day (May 30) - With graduations and
wedding season ahead, discounts continue for
cookware and appliances.

the quality of life through the
prevention and control of
disease, injury, and disability.
CDC offers the following suggestions to prevent
some of the most common health issues facing older
adults.
Screen for Cancer

Father’s Day (June 19) - Promotions center on
clothing, sporting goods and outdoor items. Don’t
be too quick to jump on seasonal items though.
Grills, for instance,
won’t see their lowest
prices until the end of
the summer.
Independence Day
(July 4) – Mattresses
typically go on sale,
just like they do on
Memorial Day and
Labor Day.
Labor Day (September 5) - Sales kick off early in
September and include discounts that rival Black
Friday, according to Money Magazine. This occurs
because Labor Day sales draw the remnants of
the back-to-school shopping crowd and clear the
shelves for holiday shopping.
Columbus Day (October 10) - This is the best time
to pick up shoes and accessories, as well as camping
gear and anything for use next summer, including air
conditioners, grills, and lawn mowers.
Black Friday (November 25) - There’s no doubt that
this is the day to purchase TVs and other electronics.
But, there will also be substantial discounts on
cookware, beverages such as tea and wine, and even
cars.
Cyber Monday (November 28) – Online top-selling
items are typically sought-after electronics for
Christmas, trendy toys as well as luxury brands.
Boxing Day (December 26) - The day after
Christmas brings big sales online and in stores.
Retailers put unsold gifts, holiday trappings, and
winter items on clearance.
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Among Americans aged 55-65, cancer
is the number one cause of death, and
the risk for most cancers increase as you
age. CDC supports screening for breast,
cervical, and colorectal (colon) cancers.
Get Vaccinated
Some adults incorrectly assume that the vaccines
they received as children will protect them
for the rest of their lives. CDC’s adult vaccine
recommendations include:
•

An annual influenza shot

•

One dose of the shingles, or herpes zoster,
vaccine for people aged 60 or older

•

Pneumococcal Polysaccharide Vaccine
after age 65

Eat Right & Stay in Shape
Older adults need an
equivalent mix of moderate
and vigorous aerobic activity
and muscle-strengthening
activities, two or more days
a week, in order to work all
major muscles.
Prevent High Blood Pressure
High blood pressure is often called the ‘silent killer,’
because it usually has no noticeable warning signs
until other serious problems arise such as heart
failure and stoke. Prevention includes maintaining a
healthy weight and diet, staying active, not smoking,
controlling your alcohol consumption, and working
to prevent or control diabetes.

Client Spotlight - Dion Clary

Retirement meant literally ‘taking a hike’ for Clary

ne night more than a decade ago, Dion Clary was
O
reminiscing with fellow Scout masters from Boy
Scout Troop 45 in Glen Ellyn about some of the great
hiking trips they had been on with their kids.

“We realized that we all missed backpacking with
the kids. Then, the more we talked about it, we
wondered how much fun it would be to go without
them,” Clary said with a laugh.
The idea quickly picked up steam and Clary and crew
created club SOFA (Summer Old Fart Adventures)
that, for 11 years and counting, has made an annual
six-day, five-night hiking expedition.
Most often, the group has gone to national parks.
Mount Rainier, Grand Teton, Yellowstone, Glacier,
Yosemite, North Cascades and Olympic are among
the notable destinations it has visited. So far, the
group has not visited the same locations twice.
This year’s trip likely will be in early September at
Wind River Range in Wyoming – and planning for
such an arduous undertaking has begun.
Club members going on the expedition take practice
hikes first – one hour, every week, four months in
advance. This helps the men, ranging  in age from
54 to 66, build up their endurance and get used to
hauling a 40-pound backpack.
Clary, who retired from AT&T in 2014 after spending
his last few years as a technician in the OCS
department, said one of his most memorable trips
was to Yellowstone National Park in Wyoming, where
his group was awed by the site of so many buffaloes

Consumer Scores ...

from Page 1

•

Consumer protection officials agree that credit
repair companies offer poor value.

•

The Consumer Financial Protection Bureau is the
federal agency best suited to resolving problems
about credit scores and reports.

•

Credit “reports” – that contain the information
by which credit scores are determined –
should be checked for accuracy once a year.
They are available for free at https://www.
annualcreditreport.com/index.action. You can
also obtain your credit score at this site for a fee.

Want to test your knowledge about credit scores?
Take a 12-question quiz at www.CreditScoreQuiz.org.

roaming the
range (see
photo).
Clary, who
just turned
58 in January,
doesn’t see
their trips
ending
anytime
soon.
When not
preparing for
his next hike,
Clary works part-time for the Village of Glen Ellyn
doing street sweeping. He also patches potholes,
plows snow and helps make street signs.
In his free time, he enjoys traveling with his wife, Sue,
to spend time with their oldest son, Scott, in San
Francisco, his father in Florida and their youngest
son Brian, who now lives in Chicago after a few years
in Dallas.
lient satisfaction is paramount to us at Voyage
C
because it reflects on us as a team and as a
business. If you’re not happy, we’re not happy, for
two very important reasons:
•

You became a client with us for good
reasons and high expectations. Our goal is
to live up to those reasons and exceed your
expectations.

•

Our business is built on referrals. If you are
anything less than completely satisfied
with our services, we can’t expect you to
recommend us to your family, friends,
neighbors and business associates.

Our goal is to provide outstanding customer
service. So, while we’ll be in touch, don’t hesitate
to initiate a call to us for help with any financial
advice or guidance.
And if you know of someone
who may be interested in
our services, we have a
brochure - Ready ... Set
... Retire - you can pass
on to them. Just call or
email us and we’ll send
one right out to you.
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300 clients attend Forecast meetings
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Forecast meetings
1  Tom Royce, Jimmy and Clovis Tolliver
2  Dave Howard, Kurt Anderson, George
     Engelthaler
3  Mike Brand, Rosemarie Bauer
4  Mike Chong, Maggie Hellems-May, Les
     Worcester
5  Wayne & Nancy Smith with Ryan Dragstrem
6  Mike Gorsuch, Mark Corcoran
7  Nancy Hagger, Nancy Waters
8  Nancy Steffen, Karen Korosa
9  Rockford Luncheon
To view more photos from these events, go to
http://www.voyagefg.com/p/past-events
Securities and advisory services offered
through LPL Financial, a Registered
Investment Advisor, member
FINRA/SIPC
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