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“TO GEORGE BAILEY, THE RICHEST MAN IN TOWN”        

 

Anyone who has ever watched the movie “It‟s a Wonderful Life” knows that this is the line at the 

end of the movie when George‟s war-hero brother toasts George. The toast refers to the richness 

George has in terms of friends, family and love. Despite the ongoing economic challenges we face 

both as a nation, and globally; we still believe that you can attain a level of comfort and 

contentment in your life; both before and during retirement. At the bottom of this commentary, 

we‟d like to share our insights into “being rich” even in tough times.  

 

The “state of the union” at PPC is that we are confident about our collective ability to help you 

navigate through these difficult times. We have always been proud of the work we do, and the 

addition of Dominic Cimino to the firm in 2009 has added a critical fourth layer of financial 

oversight and guidance.  Here is an overview of the four layers we provide for clients as financial 

advisors:   

 

1. “Retirement Cash Flow Analysis”: We continue to use this analysis as the basis for 

evaluating how a client‟s financial assets are positioned for retirement. This has allowed us 

to help prevent people from being too overexposed to high risk assets. If you have not yet 

had this analysis done for you, please give us a call to begin the process.   

 

2. “Time Buckets of Money”: We continue to advise people to separate their invested assets 

into “time frames” (i.e. buckets) that are 1-5 years, 6-10 years, and 10 years and beyond. 

This system has allowed us to have most clients stock-market based assets linked to a 

longer time horizon, and help reduce their current risk levels.  
 

3. “Protect against the Unknowns”: Once people have a “plan of action”, based on the first 

two layers, we also want to make sure their life, health, disability and long-term care 

insurance coverage is properly structured. This will then help minimize the negative 

impact of a death, disability, or serious, lingering illness. 

 

4. “Regular and insightful analysis of the economy and stock markets”: This is the layer that 

Dominic Cimino now provides. As you can tell from his e-mail blasts and economic 

commentaries, Dominic is constantly seeking to evaluate what is happening around the 

world economically, and provide you with insight, as to the possible impact of what is 

happening and what risks or opportunities exist.  

 

With these four pillars of financial advice firmly in place, you have what is needed to keep you on 

the right track financially.  Now let‟s focus on a list of ideas we have for how you can “live richly 

even in tough times”! 

 

 

 



 
 

 

“THE LIVING RICH LIST OF THOUGHTS AND IDEAS” 

 

 Complement someone every day, and say “thank you” as much as possible.  

 Dust off the stack of good books you want to read, curl up by the fire, and enjoy! 

 Exercise regularly to help you stay fit, healthy, and vibrant.  

 Keep a journal of daily thoughts, or reasons why you are “thankful” about life.  

 Smile. Doing so makes you happier, healthier, and better looking.  

 See a movie; by yourself, or with friends and loved ones; and then discuss it.  

 Call those important to you more often than you might currently be doing.  

 Volunteer sometime during the year to help those less fortunate.  

 Find a quiet place to reflect, pray, and find the source of your inner strength.  

 Play a game with others rather than just by yourself on the computer.  

 Eat together with family and friends whenever possible.  

 Find a new park, museum, or point of interest to enjoy and learn.  

 Take a class on something you‟ve always wanted to learn more about.  

 Be charitable………in both thought and action.  

 Find a hobby, expand your mind, and be creative.  

 Don‟t let too much time pass between saying „I love you”.  

 Find a way to say “thank you” to our soldiers who risk their lives for us.  

 Explore flea markets, local fairs, estate sales, craft shows, and antique shops.   

 Enjoy the things in nature you love that are around you.  

 Ride a bike, take a hike, catch a pike, or do something else you like.  

 Listen to music.  

 Paint a picture, mold something with clay, or do a puzzle.  

 Take a cooking class, or have a cooking party at your house.  

 Hold someone‟s hand……..every day if possible.  

 Listen as well as talk….remember, you have two ears compared to one mouth.    

 Teach someone something you know; and let someone else do the same for you.    

 Add your own ideas to this list, and share them with others.  

 

We know we have the skills to help you attain financial success. But we also believe that with the above list, 

you can be “rich” in all aspects of your life.  

 

Much success and happiness in 2010 and beyond from all of us at PPC!!  

 

 

Ken, Dave, Dominic, Julie, Therese, Maja, Holly, and Asja  

  

********** IMPORTANT NOTE ********** 

 

We have created an email blast list compiled of the email address that you have provided to us.  

Throughout the month, Dominic sends out several additional emails with market updates and his views on 

the economy.  If you have not already supplied us with your email please give us a call at (847) 375-0505 or 

send Maja (mculafic@planning-concepts.com) or Therese (ttalarico@planning-concepts.com) an email 

with your information.  Also to create a greener environment we will be begin utilizing this list to send our 

monthly commentaries.  If you do not have an email address, we will be happy to continue mailing you our 

commentaries.   Thanks and we look forward to hearing from you. 
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