
Nearly 100 million Americans have experienced adoption in their immediate family, 
according to the Adoption Network Law Center (ANLC). Some were adopted as children, 
some of them have adopted children, some have family members who were adopted, and 
some gave their children up for adoption—or lost their parental rights in the family court 
system. Whatever the circumstances, raising awareness of the challenges, opportunities, 
and benefits of adoption can ultimately help children and adults on the journey to their 
forever family. That’s why National Adoption Month plays an important role in so  
many lives. 

The history and mission of National Adoption Month
The history of National Adoption Month can be traced to 1976, when Massachusetts’ 
Governor Mike Dukakis highlighted the large number of children in the state’s foster care 
system and emphasized the need for more adoptive families. He proclaimed the first week 
of November to be “Adoption Week” in the state, and President Gerald Ford turned it into a 
national event in 1984. In 1998, President Bill Clinton proclaimed November to be National 
Adoption Month, recognizing that a week wasn’t long enough to include the many events 
the effort generated.  

The mission of National Adoption Month—also called National Adoption Awareness 
Month—is to:

 � Encourage more people to learn about adoption

 � Recognize the many thousands of children currently in group homes or foster care

 � Celebrate the families that have grown through adoption 

Raising awareness should lead to more open hearts and minds—and more children finding 
their forever families. 

Raising awareness can help 
connect children with their 
forever families

NATIONAL 
ADOPTION 
MONTH



Important Disclosures

This material is for general information only and is not intended to provide specific advice or recommendations for any individual. There is no assurance that the views  
or strategies discussed are suitable for all investors or will yield positive outcomes. Investing involves risks including possible loss of principal.

This material was prepared by LPL Financial. 

Securities and advisory services offered through LPL Financial (LPL), a registered investment advisor and broker-dealer (member FINRA/SIPC). Insurance products  
are offered through LPL or its licensed affiliates. To the extent you are receiving investment advice from a separately registered independent investment advisor that is not an  
LPL Financial affiliate, please note LPL Financial makes no representation with respect to such entity. 

Not Insured by FDIC/NCUA or Any 
Other Government Agency

Not Bank/Credit Union 
Guaranteed

Not Bank/Credit Union Deposits 
or Obligations

May Lose Value

LPL.COM
For public use. Member FINRA/SIPC.
Tracking 1-05343673 Exp. 11/25
 MC-997207-0122

Adoption and foster care numbers  
in the U.S.
The most recent adoption figures we 
were able to find online were from 2020, 
compiled by the data-generating  
company Statista: 
� In 2020, about 407,493 children in the

United States were living in foster care.
� About 117,470 children (18 and younger)

were waiting to be adopted in 2020, and
less than half (57,859) were adopted.

� The age groups with the largest numbers
of children waiting for adoption were
those who were a year old or younger
(7,874), two years old (8,194), three years
old (6,204), and four years old (4,999).

Ways to show your support for 
National Adoption Month
During National Adoption Month, many 
communities, businesses, charitable 
organizations, families, and individuals 
plan events that celebrate and encourage 
adoption as a positive way to grow families. 
One of the highlights of the month is 
National Adoption Day, typically held on 
the Saturday before Thanksgiving, when 
thousands of adoptions are simultaneously 
finalized during court hearings across  
the nation.  

There are countless ways to show your 
support for adoptive families and their 
children, families who are considering 
adoption, and children in foster or group 
homes who dream of being adopted by a 
forever family. Here are a few ideas  
to consider:
� Work with friends, family members,

neighbors, and/or coworkers to plan
an event to increase awareness about
adoption, raise money to support
adoption, and share positive stories about
adoption experiences. One resource
you may want to consider using is The
Archibald Project, an orphan-care
advocacy group that is changing the world
through storytelling.

� Talk to the children in your life about what
adoption means, and encourage them to
ask you questions.

� Share information about National
Adoption Month at work, with friends and
family, and/or on social media.

� Donate time and/or money to charitable
organizations that support adoption or
children in foster care.

� Share with friends and family members
the impactful stories and information
you’ve learned.

� Recognize the hundreds of thousands of
children waiting for permanent families
by reading, watching, or listening to some
of their stories on AdoptUSKids.org, The
Archibald Project website, and other
adoption-focused websites.

� If you’re an adoptive parent or a foster
parent, start a National Adoption Month
family tradition with a special activity, and
make it an annual celebration.

� Mentor a child who is aging out of the
foster system.

� Recognize that adoption stories contain
components of grief or loss, and not
everyone wants to celebrate their
adoption—and may need additional
support during National Adoption Month.

In addition to the websites for AdoptUSKids.
org and The Archibald Project, you can 
find a lot of helpful online resources about 
adoption at the Child Welfare Information 
Gateway (a division of the U.S. Department 
of Health & Human Services), The 
Adoption Network, and other organizations 
committed to connecting children with their 
forever family. 
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