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SUMMARY: Life happens. Even if you do your best to plan, the unexpected may get in the way. What happens if 
you are in a cash crunch and need money now? Perhaps you just started working and haven’t had a chance to 
save, or there was an accident and you need to come up with cash fast. Long-term, you can speak with one of 
our financial coaches to review your finances and build an emergency fund, but for today you may not have time 
for that. There are a surprising number of options for raising quick cash, so long as you are willing to be creative 
in your thinking and are willing to sacrifice some time or possessions. 

 

START WITH FIGURING OUT HOW MUCH YOU NEED: There are many ways to earn money, and some are 
quicker than others. Determine how much money you need, and how soon you need it. Then consider how 
much time you can devote to earning it. Obviously, the more time you have generate funds the better, so try to 
look ahead a bit to see if there are any pressing needs in your future. Our coaches have put together this 
incredible list of their favorite recommendations for raising extra income. Take a look: 

 

OPTIONS FOR RAISING CASH: 

• SELL YOUR STUFF. Look around your house for things you don’t need. Try posting items on Craigslist, 
Offer Up, eBay, or Facebook Marketplace. Hint: Furniture and electronics often sell for more than 
clothing and knickknacks. Take good pictures with your cell phone and be sure to give a good accurate 
description of why someone should take it off your hands. 

• USE A VALET. If you don’t have as much time to sell items, use services that sell things for you such as 
eBay Valet, thredUP, swap.com, Decluttr, Buyback Express, or BookScouter. These companies sell your 
electronics, clothing, home décor, DVDs, CDs, books, and more. 

• CASH IN YOUR GIFT CARDS. Sell any gift cards you have on sites such as Cardpool, Card Kangaroo, and 
Gift Card Granny. 

• CANCEL YOUR CABLE. Not only will this reduce your expenses next month, you should be prorated for 
the remainder of the period which means money back. There are plenty of alternative ways to enjoy 
television, such as live streaming. 

• TAKE YOUR CRAFTS TO MARKET. Are you a crafter? Set up an Etsy shop to sell your handcrafted items. 

• GOLD AND SILVER SELLS. Sort through your jewelry box. Do you wear it all? If not, consider selling any 
gold, silver or diamonds. 

• TAKE SURVEYS FOR CASH & GIFTCARDS. Search the internet for reputable sites. A few that come up 
include Swagbucks, Inbox Dollars, cash surveys only, and paid-surveys-at-home. Hint: consider setting up 
a separate email address just for these sites, so your personal inbox doesn’t get inundated with email.  

• OFFER YOUR SERVICES. You can get paid to make deliveries, clean houses, do lawn care, drive, inspect, 
take pictures, walk, or any other skills you may have. Check out sites like PostMates, Uber, Lyft, Fiverr, 
WeGoLook, Gigwalk, FOAP, and TaskRabbit. 

• MAKE USE OF YOUR TALENTS. Do you play a musical instrument, a sport, or speak a foreign language? 
Consider teaching music or a language, tutor students, or referee. Post ads on community social pages 
like Facebook Marketplace or Nextdoor.com and ask friends to share with others. 

• COLLECT YOUR UNCLAIMED MONEY. Check missingmoney.org to see if you are owed any unclaimed 
funds. 

• RETURN ANYTHING YOU STILL HAVE WITH TAGS ON THEM. Bring it back to the store, and take an in-
store credit if you do not have the receipt. Save the credit for something you need later. 

 

https://www.craigslist.org/about/sites
https://offerup.com/
https://www.ebay.com/
https://www.facebook.com/marketplace
https://www.ebay.com/s/valet
https://www.thredup.com/
https://www.swap.com/
http://www.decluttr.com/
http://buybackexpress.com/
https://bookscouter.com/
https://www.cardpool.com/
https://www.cardkangaroo.com/
https://www.giftcardgranny.com/
https://www.etsy.com/sell
https://www.swagbucks.com/
https://www.inboxdollars.com/
http://www.cashsurveysonly.com/
http://www.paid-surveys-at-home.com/
https://postmates.com/
https://www.uber.com/drive/
https://www.lyft.com/drive-with-lyft
https://www.fiverr.com/
https://wegolook.com/lookers/
http://www.gigwalk.com/gigwalkers/
https://www.foap.com/photographer
https://www.taskrabbit.com/become-a-tasker
https://www.facebook.com/marketplace
https://nextdoor.com/
file:///C:/Users/marcy/Desktop/missingmoney.org
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• CASH IN BOTTLES AND CANS. Some states give five cents per bottle or can returned, and others provide 
cash by weight. 

• SHARE YOUR HOME. Rent out a room or your whole home on Craigslist, Trulia or Roommates.com. 

• ASK FAMILY. Do you have any family or friends willing to help you out? While it is difficult to involve 
finances in friendships, perhaps you know someone who could help with an interest-free loan, or 
possibly a place to stay so that you can move out of your house/apartment and find something less 
expensive.   

• CROWDFUND YOUR SITUATION. Are you in a situation where others would feel sympathetic and likely to 
contribute? You could start a fundraiser using sites such as GoFundMe or YouCaring.  

• SELL YOUR WHEELS. If you really need a lot of cash, consider selling your car. Can you walk or bike to 
work? Is there public transportation nearby? Do you have coworkers that you can carpool with to the 
office? You’ll not only get cash for the car or eliminate car payments, you’ll also save on insurance, 
gasoline, maintenance and registration. If you can’t do without a care, perhaps you can sell and purchase 
a less expensive vehicle. 

• ASK FOR PAYMENT PLANS. For what reason do you need the money? You can try calling the company 
you’re paying and ask to set up a payment plan to reduce the cash needed upfront. You may be surprised 
at what can be worked out if you can come up with some of the cash needed. 

 

TIPS, TRICKS AND CAUTIONS: 

• Always meet people in a public place. If you’re selling to strangers, let someone else know where you are 
going and when. Meet during daylight if possible or in a safe area you are familiar with. 

• Don’t share too much personal information on the internet. If you are offering a service, protect your 
identity and confirm the legitimacy of the other agency or person. 

• Use the Better Business Bureau to research reviews of companies you are considering joining.  

• Research how much your items are worth before setting a price to sell them or shipping them off to 
another service to sell them for you. This way you can make sure you are getting what you deserve for 
the item, and that you are not overpricing it so that it sells! 

• Speak to one of our certified financial counselors to review your income and expenses and help you 
create an individualized plan. 

 

IF YOU MUST BORROW MONEY: If increasing income or decreasing expenses aren’t enough, you may need to 
take out a loan, either from a business or from your own accounts. Ask yourself these questions to help you 
make well thought out choices, and avoid making an expensive, panicked decision: 

• How much will it cost you to borrow money? Compare the interest rates charged before deciding to 
borrow money. Look beyond the monthly payment and calculate the total amount the loan will cost 
you.  Is it worth it, or can you find another way to reduce expenses or increase income? 

• Are there any fees? Whether borrowing from a bank, payday lender, or your own retirement or life 
insurance accounts, there may be fees and penalties in addition to the interest expense. 

• Understand the difference between secured and unsecured loans. A secured loan means you may lose 
an asset (example: house or car) if you don’t make all the payments. Unsecured loans are generally 
safer, even if the interest is slightly higher, compared to secured loans. 

https://www.craigslist.org/about/sites
https://www.trulia.com/rent/
http://www.roommates.com/
https://www.gofundme.com/
https://www.youcaring.com/

