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MORE SAFETY & TRAINING TIPS

When it’s truck vs. train, train always wins
In good conditions, it takes about 14 seconds for an 80,000 pound, 53-foot rig to 
cross a single railroad track. Drivers who think they can speed up to beat the train 
often forget how large and slow their vehicles really are until its too late.

It’s essential to remind drivers that when going up against a train, they will never 
win. Instead, remind them to follow these safety tips:
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For more essential safety and training tips, 
don’t forget to take advantage of your 

JJKellerLibrary.com subscription today.  
You’ll find a full year’s worth of practical,  

easy-to-understand safety training materials, 
and our Expert Help feature puts you in touch 

with industry-leading experts. 

• Begin slowing down when an advance 
warning sign is observed.

• Always expect a train when 
approaching a crossing.

• Trains always have the right of way  
(no exceptions).

• Look and listen carefully in each 
direction for the sight and/or sound of 
the train.

• If unsure that the CMV can safely 
cross the tracks, wait for the train to 
pass.

• Be sure that the CMV can completely 
cross the tracks before starting to cross.

• Never race a train, or drive around 
lowered gates.

• Never shift gears when crossing the 
tracks.

• When crossing multiple tracks, watch 
for a second train. ♦



March 2021 Transportation Safety Training Advisor 3

Preventing accidents and incidents
In 2019, there were 2,216 collisions at railroad crossings 
in the United States. According to preliminary data, these 
incidents resulted in 293 deaths and 807 injuries.

With more than 200,000 highway-rail grade crossings 
in the United States, it is important that all professional 
drivers know how to legally and safely cross railroad 
tracks.

The regulations
Section 392.10 of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Regulations (FMCSRs) requires that certain types of 
commercial motor vehicles (CMVs) stop within 50 feet of, 
and no closer than 15 feet to, the railroad tracks. CMVs 
that must stop include:

• Buses transporting passengers;

• CMVs transporting any quantity of a Division 2.3 
chlorine;

• Certain classifications of CMVs which are required to 
be marked or placarded (see Sec. 392.10);

• Cargo tank motor vehicles, whether loaded or empty, 
used for the transportation of any hazardous material; 
and

• Cargo tank CMVs transporting commodities under 
specific circumstances (see Sec. 392.10).

When at a railroad crossing, a driver must listen and look 
in each direction along the tracks, making sure that a train 
is not approaching. When crossing the tracks, a driver 
cannot shift gears.

There are also certain instances when stopping at 
railroad tracks isn’t required. This includes abandoned 
crossings which are marked with a sign as abandoned or 
an industrial or spur line railroad grade crossing marked 
with a sign reading exempt.

When driving a CMV that is not required to stop, the 
CMV must travel at a rate of speed that is slow enough to 
stop before the CMV reaches the tracks.

The CMV may not cross the tracks until the driver is 
certain the crossing is clear and that there is sufficient 
space to drive completely through a highway-rail grade 
crossing without stopping.

TIP: Distribute and review the applicable regulations in  
Part 392

Disqualification
A conviction for a highway-rail grade crossing offense 
while operating a CMV requiring a commercial driver’s 
license (CDL) will disqualify a driver from driving a 
CMV. The offenses, which are listed in Sec. 383.51 of the 
FMCSRs, include:

• Failing to stop or slow down when required;

• Failing to have enough space to completely cross 
without stopping;

• Failing to obey a traffic control device or the 
directions of an enforcement official; and

• Failing to negotiate a crossing because your CMV has 
insufficient undercarriage clearance.

The disqualification period is as follows:

Disqualification Period for Railroad-Highway 
Grade Crossing Offenses

1st violation At least 60 days

2nd violation in 3-year period At least 120 days

3rd or subsequent violation 
in 3-year period

At least 1 Year

A driver who is disqualified may not drive and his/her 
motor carrier may not require/allow him/her to drive a 
CMV for the disqualification period.

TIP: Review the disqualification provisions in Sec. 383.51, and 
make sure you stress the serious nature of this issue.
Also, distribute any policies your company may have 
addressing disqualification. ♦

TRAINING BLUEPRINT — RAILROAD CROSSING SAFETY
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There are two basic types of warning devices  
at railroad crossings, passive and active.

Passive warning devices are not electronic. They are intended to direct the driver’s 
attention to the crossing. These devices include advance warning, crossbuck, stop, and yield 
signs.

Active warning devices activate automatically when a train approaches a highway-rail 
grade crossing. They include gates, bells, lights, and traffic signals.

TRAINING HANDOUT — RAILROAD CROSSING SAFETY

Advance warning sign

• Warns that the road crosses railroad tracks ahead

• Reminder to slow down

• Be prepared to stop if necessary

Crossbuck

• Marks the crossing

• Should be considered the same as a yield sign

Low ground clearance

• Indicates low ground clearance which can cause problems 
for certain types of CMVs

Parallel track

• Warns of railroad crossings that appear immediately after 
making a turn ♦
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Directions: Read each statement carefully and mark the response that best answers the question.

1. An advance warning sign:

A. Marks the location of the railroad crossing

B. Is a reminder for you to speed up

C. Is a reminder for you to slow down

D. All of the above

2. A crossbuck should be considered the same as a yield sign.

A. True

B. False

3. ______ warns of railroad crossings that appear immediately after making a left or right 
turn.

A. Crossbuck

B. Parallel track

C. Low ground clearance

D. All of the above

4. CMV drivers don’t need to worry about a low ground clearance at a railroad crossing.

A. True

B. False

5. ______ marks the railroad crossing.

A. Crossbuck

B. Parallel track

C. Low ground clearance

D. All of the above

TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE — RAILROAD CROSSING SAFETY

NAME:             DATE:        
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Clearinghouse statistics shed light on drug and alcohol use

NEWS

The CDL Drug and Alcohol Clearinghouse has been 
around for a little over a year. The number of portal 
accounts, requested queries, and data submissions 
continue to increase.

The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration 
(FMCSA) provided Clearinghouse statistics as of January 
1, 2021, to summarize its busy first year of operation.

Number of accounts
The Clearinghouse has 1,767,885 unique accounts, with 
some users registering as multiple roles. The following 
summarizes the accounts based on role:

User role Number of accounts

Driver 1,599,868

Employer 197,212

Consortia/third-party 
administrators (C/TPA) 14,098

Medical review officer 
(MRO) 2,791

Substance abuse 
professionals (SAP) 3,036

In many cases, more than one user account is 
associated with a single organization. 

Queries requested since launch
Effective January 6, 2020, employers are required to 
query in the Clearinghouse when hiring someone in 
safety-sensitive position under Part 382, and annually 
thereafter. 

The first annual query of the Clearinghouse for 
current drivers (who were in a motor carrier’s Part 382 
program as of January 6, 2020) was due no later than 
January 5, 2021. 

Queries since January 6, 2020

Type Number of queries

Full pre-employment 1,429,842

Limited 2,701,763

Full, not pre-employment 136,806

Reported violations 
Employers, designated C/TPAs, or MROs, depending 
on the specific violation, are required to report drug 
and alcohol violations occurring since January 6, 2020, 
under Part 382.

Part 382 drug violations

Violation Number reported

Actual knowledge of a 
violation

1,330

Refusals to test 7,803

Positive 45,822

Part 382 alcohol violations

Violation Number reported

Actual knowledge of a 
violation

177

Refusals to test 287

BAC of .04 or greater 739

Out of the positive drug tests reported, the drug of 
choice was marijuana with 29,511 positive test results. 
Cocaine was a distant second with 7,940 positive tests. 

Return-to-duty process
As of January 1, 2021, almost 52,000 drivers had at least 
one violation entered in the Clearinghouse. 

Of those drivers:

• 45,475 currently remain in a prohibited status; and

• 6,513 were no longer in a prohibited status. 

A driver is in a prohibited status if there is no record 
in the database of both a completed SAP evaluation 
and treatment and negative return-to-duty test. The 
Clearinghouse reports 34,769 of the 45,475 drivers in 
a prohibited status have yet to start the return-to-duty 
process. In other words, the SAP has not entered a record 
of an assessment. 

Of the 6,513 drivers who are no longer in the prohibited 
status, none have completed their follow-up testing plan. ♦
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Question: Do non-hazmat tankers need to stop at 
railroad crossings?

Answer: No, not if it is not used for hazardous 
materials. Under section 392.10, the following tank 
vehicles must stop at all RR crossings:

• Every cargo tank motor vehicle, whether 
loaded or empty, used for the transportation 
of any hazardous material as defined in the 
Hazardous Materials Regulations of the 
Department of Transportation, Parts 107 
through 180 of this title.

• Every cargo tank motor vehicle transporting a 
commodity which at the time of loading has a 
temperature above its flashpoint as determined 
by §173.120 of this title.

• Every cargo tank motor vehicle, whether loaded 
or empty, transporting any commodity under 
exemption in accordance with the provisions of 
Subpart B of Part 107 of this title.

Even if strictly non-hazardous, note that the 
following rules in 392.11 and 392.12 still apply:

“Every commercial motor vehicle other than those 
listed in §392.10 shall, upon approaching a railroad 
grade crossing, be driven at a rate of speed which 
will permit said commercial motor vehicle to be 
stopped before reaching the nearest rail of such 
crossing and shall not be driven upon or over 
such crossing until due caution has been taken to 
ascertain that the course is clear.” ♦

Expert Help: Question of the Month

Got a question?

Your subscription includes online access to our 
subject matter experts! Visit the Compliance Library 
at JJKellerLibrary.com and click on      Expert Help to 
take advantage of this great feature.

Next Month’s Topic:  
City Driving

City driving requires a driver’s undivided attention. 
Heavy traffic, narrow streets, and obstructed views 
are just some of the challenges the professional driver 
faces when operating in the city.

The professional driver needs to be alert to the 
challenges and potential dangers associated with city 
driving.

Answers to quiz on page 5:  
1) C;   2) A;   3) B;   4) B;   5) A

CVSA announces  
Roadcheck 2021 details
Focus on lighting and hours-of-service

Each year during International Roadcheck, the 
Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance (CVSA), 
through its member jurisdictions, captures and reports 
data on specific areas of motor carrier compliance. 
This year’s event will focus on two areas, hours-of-
service (HOS) compliance and lighting.

Roadcheck 2021 is scheduled May 4-6. Inspectors 
will use the North American Standard Out-of-Service 
Criteria to help identify vehicle and driver-related out-
of-service conditions. Vehicles that are placed out of 
service cannot be operated until the identified out-of-
service conditions have been corrected. ♦



WITH THIS READY-TO-USE RESOURCE, YOU CAN EASILY: 

    Determine which regulations apply to your operations

    Understand how to comply with specific requirements

    Stay current on relevant industry news

    Support your training program with a wealth  
of convenient bonus features

    Get answers to your toughest compliance  
questions via our Expert Help feature

Visit JJKellerLibrary.com
or call 1-800-327-6868

World-class compliance 
guidance is just a click away!

To help protect your employees  
and your bottom line, the  
J. J. Keller® Compliance Library 
provides unlimited online access  
to a wealth of up-to-date  
regulatory information.

Log on and enjoy the benefits of the  
J. J. Keller® Online Compliance Library today.

Home Office 
100 Erie Insurance Place 
Erie, Pennsylvania 16530 
814.870.2000 
Toll free 1.800.458.0811 
erieinsurance.com

“To provide our 
Policyholders with as 
near perfect protection, 
as near perfect service 
as is humanly possible, 
and to do so at the 
lowest possible cost.”

Co-founder H.O. Hirt 
Our Founding Purpose

Check out our website! erieinsurance.com/business-insurance

At Erie Insurance, we understand people have insurance for a reason — to 
help get things back to normal should something bad happen. We’ve been 
helping do this since 1925, working side by side with the best Agents in the 
business.

We’re headquartered in Erie, Pennsylvania, and have offices in 12 states 
and the District of Columbia. We offer auto, home, business and life* 
insurance through more than 10,000 local independent Agents.
Erie Insurance makes no warranty or representation regarding, and does not guarantee the 
quality, accuracy, or completeness of, the articles in this newsletter, which were prepared by 
J. J. Keller & Associates, Inc. Erie Insurance expressly disclaims liability for any actions taken or 
not taken by recipients based on the content of the articles.

www.erieinsurance.com
www.erieinsurance.com/business-insurance

	Company logo_af_image: 


