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“Never mind your happiness; do your duty.”
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Will Durant made the above observation 
way back in the 1930’s. Can you imagine 
a leader saying that in today’s world?  
And further, meaning it!  What an on slot 
of whining there would be.  Durant also 
said: “When liberty becomes license, 
dictatorship is near.”

World renowned economist Thomas 
Sowell said: “It is hard to imagine a more 
stupid or more dangerous way of making 
decisions than by putting those decisions 
in the hands of people who pay no price 
for being wrong”.    

Here at Moerdyk Financial we regularly 
say: “If you do not feel like we are 
performing for you, then fire us!”   We are 
held accountable to make good decisions 
and we pay a price for being wrong.  You 
are encouraged ‘to hold our feet to the 
fire.’   We are here to help you build as 
reliable an investment portfolio as we 
can. We want you to be as comfortable 
financially as is possible. Do not hesitate 
to ask us every question.  Someone once 
said: “The only stupid question, is the one 
that is never asked.”  
Recently I read this line: “Charles Ponzi 
went to jail, but politicians get reelected”.  
Who watches over the politicians? 
There has to be accountability. We need 
the best and the brightest running our 
country, not schmucks.       

Speaking of the best and the brightest, an 
extraordinary leader died on March  
23rd - Lee Kuan Yew was 91 years old.  
Mr. Yew was the founding Prime Minister 
of Singapore. He led Singapore from 1959 
when it started out as a ragtag third world 
country until 1990 when he turned over 
the reins and it  was a thriving first world 
city-state. I can sum up his legacy in his 
own words: “Never deceive yourself”. 
He consistently did what was right for the 
people never deviating or caving to any 
lame criticisms.  His fair and firm style 
will be sorely missed.

Apart from Social Security and pension 
plan benefits, annuities are the only asset 
that enables you to turn your savings 
into a source of reliable income that will 
last your entire lifetime.  We, here at 
Moerdyk Financial, are well versed on 
and have been recommending annuities 

Jimmy and his girlfriend Michelle, at the 
Bellagio Hotel in Las Vegas. Jimmy earned 
his first Industry trip for his production 
with American Equity.  I am very proud of 
him, and I would bet that he was one of the 
youngest agents attending the conference.

Someday we shall all stand before Him 
and give an account.

for decades. They may be appropriate for 
a portion of your overall portfolio. 

Many of you have complimented us on 
how well presented and how delicious 
the food was at our Christmas Party.  Our 
caterer’s name is Whitey Willer and his 
phone number is 437-3927. He is the 
Head Chief at Sunrise Senior
Living of Cascade.  He is a delight to 
work with and he is happy to do your 
parties. 

We also want to enthusiastically 
recommend another of our clients, Farm 
Bureau agent/owner Nate Roersma. His 
business is located in Rockford and his 
phone number is 874-4000.  If you think 
you might be paying too much for your 
car insurance or home owner’s insurance, 
it is likely that Nate can put a smile on 
your face.  As always, use our name with 
both Nate and Whitey, and ask for the 
same deal that we got.  

During the summer months, Jimmy and 
I love to play in “charity golf outings”.  
If you know of any ‘good local causes’ 
that are raising money via a golf outing, 
please call and tell us about it.

Would you be so kind as to recommend 
us and introduce us to your best friend?  
We need and appreciate your help to 
grow our business.   

The final quote for today comes from 
one of my all-time favorite characters, 
Fred Flintstone:  “Yah-Bah-Dah-Bah-Do”   
Have a great spring!
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Moerdyk Financial Inc. is a private independent firm that carries the licenses necessary to offer their 
clients a vast array of investments and financial products. From stocks and bonds, mutual funds, ETFs, 
managed portfolios, non-traded REITs and BDCs, to fixed and variable annuities, MLPs and more. 
Over the years, Moerdyk Financial Inc. has developed a straightforward no-nonsense reputation. 
Their investment advice is efficient and appreciated. They have helped hundreds of retired people to 
better understand the financial benefits from the old adage ‘Don’t put all your eggs in one basket’. 
Their experienced guidance on income distribution and asset sustainability has earned them a 
respected advisory position among senior residents in the Grand Rapids community.
President Steve Moerdyk met his wife Annie at Michigan State University. They were married in 
1979 and reside on beautiful Lake Bella Vista in Rockford. They have two children, Carly 31, and 
Jimmy 25.  Carly is a neurobehavior Fellow at Northwestern Medical in downtown Chicago, where 
she lives with her husband Kia, and their 3 year old son Sammy. 
Vice President Jimmy Moerdyk joined the firm in 2011 after graduating from the Broad Business 
School at Michigan State University. Along with his youth and enthusiasm, he also brings a quick 
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Michigan State head football coach Mark Dantonio (under my 
right arm) told us that even though our Spartans finished #5 in the 
country last year and #3 the year before, that he has plans to take us 
all the way to the National Championship this year!  He is a very 
serious man - not to be confused with me and some of my former 
teammates, Richie Baes (running back), Brad Bishop (defensive 
back) and Johnny Breslin (defensive back).  On the far left is “Mr 
MSU Football” Hank Bullough. 

We were walking through the Lincoln Park Zoo when Sammy 
spotted the Merry-Go-Round.  The enthusiasm of a 3 year old to 
try something new, is inspiring!  Heck, I think I had as big a smile 
on my face as he did.   

Here are two of my all-time favorite people, my wife of 35 years 
Annie, and my 88 year old father Jim.  We played The Rogue out 
in Sparta and had a blast.   Annie and my dad, both parred the last 
hole, I did not!

 Jimmy brainstorming with Al Preisner.  Al is the president of a 
local car club. Jimmy and Al are thinking about arranging a ‘hotrod 
cruise’ this summer for our clients and friends.  How many of you 
‘car guys and gals’ would like to ramrod around together on some 
warm summer afternoon?


