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 Christmas on Ice 
 By Joshua Yamamura 

 Grandpa’s Poinsettia Farm 
 By Luke Yamamura 

Our church had 

Christmas on Ice 

again. We invited 

our friends like 

our cousins Kayla 

and Evan. It was 

super fun!  Pastor 

Joe shared about 

Jesus and the Gos-

pel. We prayed 

that people would 

love Jesus and a 

lot of them asked to know Him. Then 

we had games and snacks upstairs. I had 

lots of nachos and drank hot cocoa. This 

was the second time I skated and I can’t 

believe I could skate all by myself. My 

baby sister Gracie even skated! So this 

is how I did it—I slided on my skates 

and moved my legs and I was so awe-

some! I was holding onto the holder 

and went kinda 

slow then I went 

faster. When you 

fall down and get 

hurt you have to 

just hold on, get 

back up and skate 

again. It was awe-

some & amazing! 

Yes! It was the 

funnest ever!! 

In July, we all went to Grandpa Sukita’s 

farm to help plant the poinsettias. 

Grandpa and Grandma taught us how 

to do it. Josh and I had to carefully 

take out the little plant cuttings and 

put it on the pot.  Ariel and Angel did 

a good job helping too. Then Tiff and 

Tani made a hole and put the plant in. 

Then Grandpa watered the plant and 

put it on the bench. We all worked 
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Highlights of 2012 

 Gracie enjoyed singing & dancing 
with the Wii, was so proud she 

can sing her ABCs, and is almost 

potty trained. 

 Joshua started the 1st grade, had 
fun at Awana, loved camping, and 

can now swim across the pool. 

 Our 3rd grader Luke enjoyed 
making videos of his army men 

and invented cool gadgets like a 

mine field detector. 

 Sixth grader Tiffany learned how 

to crochet at our Homeschool 
Coop and was thrilled to attend 

Awana Merit camp. 

 Cocoa loved going on walks and 

snuggling in her pillow case. 

Introducing the newest and shortest 

member of our family~ Cocoa Yama-

mura.  One afternoon we went to the pet 

store just to look at the cute puppies.  

Then we saw the most adorable dachs-

hund puppy!  But we knew what Daddy’s 

answer would be, so we just pet  her and 

were ready to go home.  We were so 

surprised when Daddy said “Ok, we’ll get 

her!  You kids need to take care of her 

now.”  Ever 

since that day 

Cocoa has 

been such a 

joy (but a lot 

of hard work). 

We love her 

so much and 

can’t wait until 

she has pup-

pies. 

 Newest Addition 
 By Tiffany Yamamura 

 

together and planted 1,456 

plants in 1.5 hours!  After we 

were done we ate lunch and 

had a lot of fun.  Then everyday 

Grandpa  worked hard to keep 

the plants healthy by watering it 

and taking care of it. Then it 

started to grow and grow.   

After about 4 months, the 

plants turned red and colorful 

and were ready for Christmas.                        

                               See page 4 

Josh at Ice Palace 

 Grandpa, Grandma and all the poinsettia planters Cocoa Chanel Yamamura 



 Gracie’s healing by God 

 By Tiffany Yamamura 

 A few weeks 

ago, my little 

sister Gracie 

was very sick 

and had a really 

high fever. The 

doctor at the 

ER said to wait 

it out so we did 

but it got 

worse and she 

had rash all over her body.  We went to see Dr. Yano 

on Friday and he diagnosed that she had Kawasaki dis-

ease. With the help of Dr. Yano through Jesus they were 

able to admit her to the hospital right away. Dr. Melish 

and the nurses gave her the best care and were so nice. 

They gave her medicine through the IV and even though 
it was painful she was able to endure it.  So many people 

were praying for Gracie.  We were also praying for the 

other kids in the hospital because they were there for a 

much longer period.  With the help of God, through 

those prayers,  Gracie was released out of the hospital in 

3 days.  She is now at home back to her cute Bossy self.  

We will never forget this great miracle and thank God 

for His mercy on little Gracie.  

I like to hang out at Mokuleia 

beach with my family. I like 

swimming a lot too. I like to 

splash Daddy and jump on his 

back when he’s not looking.  I 

can never imagine not going to 

the beach. It’s so fun to swim 
and play there all day long.  I like 

to play sand war with my 

brother Luke. Besides searching 

for sand crabs I find 

rocks and put them in 

my pocket. The best 

part is just cruising on 

my floatie  and being 

like a shark and at-

tacking Gracie. 
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 The Best Beach 
 By Joshua Yamamura 

 Going for the Shot! 
 By Luke Yamamura 

This year I played basketball again and our team was the 

Knicks.  My coaches were Daddy and Uncle Ryan and they 

taught us how to do drills and different plays.  I practiced 

rebounding and assists and I think I’m getting better.  It is 

fun practicing basketball with Daddy and Josh at the gym. 

My Daddy is an 

awesome coach be-

cause he’s good at 

teaching us how to 

play basketball. 

We worked hard to 

play as a team and 

because of that we 

were able to play 

good. I like basket-

ball because I like to 

shoot baskets 

and we have 

lots of fun. I 

remember this 

one game when 

I shot the bas-

ket I almost got 

it in then I re-

bounded and I 

tried to shoot it 

again and I got 

it in!  That was 

awesome and 

cool!  I can’t 

wait to play again this coming season! 

Luke and his basketball fans 

Luke taking the shot 

Because of the Lord’s great love we are not 

consumed,  for His compassions never fail. 

They are new every morning;  great is Your 

faithfulness                     Lamentations 3:22-23 

Josh and his coral rock 



Cowgirl Gracie 
By Johanna Grace Yamamura 

 Joyce at the Village of Hope 
 By Tiffany Yamamura 

This summer I played for the PAL 

league and our team name was 

the Tigers. I got to meet a lot of 

nice people and made new friends. 

We had two coaches, Daddy and 

coach Dan. They taught us how to 

do team plays, how to spike bet-

ter and how to work really hard!   

We made it to the championships 

and got farther than we expected. 

We played 2 teams and even 

though we didn’t win, it was so 

exciting! I enjoyed playing volley-

ball and hanging out with girls my age. This was one of my 

favorite things from the summer!  I really like volleyball 

and  want to play 

again next year.  

Hopefully I’ll be an 

even better volley-

ball player. If I 

pract ice hard 

enough I may be 

able to challenge 

Daddy and Aunty 

Anne! 

Joyce has continued to grow in God’s love at the Village 

of Hope in Uganda.  Aunty Cindy, the VOH director, said 

that “Joyce has be-

come a beautiful 

young lady and con-

tinues to be a leader 

in school.  She has 

just completed Sen-

ior class 1 which is 

like the 8th grade.” 

Joyce is really work-

ing hard in school so 

she can become a 

nurse someday.  We 

pray that the Lord will provide help to build a new school 

for older students like Joyce.  With the gift of their hands 

from God, the orphans at VOH make bead necklaces and 

bracelets.  They roll each bead by hand using recycled 

paper.  It turns out so beautifully! The students there 

work very hard and through the bead sales they are able 

to raise funds for food, medical supplies and clothing.  We 

hope that we’ll be able to visit VOH and meet Joyce one 

day.  We ask God everyday to keep them safe in His 

abundant love and care. 

 Page 3                               The Family Herald 

This me ride horsie.  Go horsie!!  Aaron party at Ranch.  

I like horsie really much!  I love  horsie.  Horsie nice 

and pretty.  I have fun with horsie.   

Tiff at the Playoffs 

   

Mommy: “Josh, 

can you give me 

a hand?” 
 

Josh:  

“Sure Mommy 

no problem 

which one?” 

  Volleyball season 
  By Tiffany Yamamura 

MAKE ‘EM LAUGH by Josh 

villageofhopeuganda.com 

Joyce at the secondary school 



 A note from the Yamamuras 

     Thank you dear Family and Friends for being a special part of our lives. We are so grateful for your thoughtfulness, 

words of encouragement and acts of love throughout the year. We hope that you are well and enjoying the holiday sea-

son with loved ones and look forward to hearing from you.  Our prayer is that each of you will experience God’s richest 

blessings of peace, hope, and joy through Jesus this coming new year.           

                                                                                 Owen, Sandy, Tiffany (11), Luke (8), Joshua (5), and Johanna Grace (2) 

With love, 

From page 1 

When it was December, we 

got to help Grandpa take out 

the plants for people to buy 

and put it somewhere nice for 

decoration.  Just like before we 

worked together and got the 

plants ready to deliver.  We 

put the plants in a sleeve to 

protect it.  My job was to 

transport the plants from the benches to the pavil-

ion and then the next day it would go in the big van 

to deliver. 

Toshia 
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Every Thurs-

day night we 

look forward 

to getting to-

gether with 

our Home 

Group family. 

For most of 

the year we 

learned about 

God’s charac-

ter and discovered who He is—all knowing, all powerful, 

abundant in unconditional love and forgiveness which has 

radically impacted the way we approach life. This past year 

our Home Group faced trying seasons involving emergen-

cies, surgeries, serious illnesses, and difficult challenges.  

Grandpa said, “The Lord is the Creator 

and I am the caretaker of these plants.”  

My Grandpa’s poinsettias are so nice 

and it makes people happy.   

 Delivering the Poinsettias 
 By Luke Yamamura 

We prayerfully lifted up each situation to the Lord 

and through it all we were able to experience a re-

newed peace knowing that the Father was in control. 

The Lord was so gracious 

in answering our prayers 

and carried us through 

each trial. Our renewed 

faith in God and love for 

each other made us even 

stronger! 
 

We are so grateful for 

our Home Group 

Ohana! 

Poinsettia Transporter 

Luke 

 Our Home Group Ohana 
 By Owen and Sandy Yamamura 

The Riley Family who recently  

joined the Home Group 


