
Small Business Leadership Spotlight 

1. How would you describe your business, what’s unique about your organization and what 
challenges do you face?  
 

The retirement savings gap was recently quantified according to a report from the Pew Charitable 

Trusts in January 2016, divulging that nearly 30 million full-time working Americans between the 

ages of 18-64 lack access to a retirement plan at work. 

 
WHY: We believe every American deserves an opportunity to retire with dignity.   

WHAT: As a result of this belief, we specialize in the collaboration with employers on the design 

features, installation, and ongoing servicing needs of their retirement programs.  We are 1 of 

approximately 97 registered investment advisory firms in the country that are CEFEX Certified.  

(CEFEX is the equivalency of the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) 

certifications for Investment Advisory Firms). 

 
HOW: Our belief in a financially secure America drives our firm and service model.  We collaborate 

with the employer at the macro level serving as 3(21) or 3(38) investment managers on the 

investments as well as work with the appropriate Recodkeeper and third party administrator to create 

a comprehensive personalized experience that is prudent and well documented for each employer.    

Shifting to the micro level, our passion lies in educating and empowering employees through 

personalized reviews to establish a savings plan for their future.   

2. What are some of the advantages to working or living in Chester County? 
 

I believe Chester County is the greatest County in the greatest state in the greatest country in the 

world.  I grew up in the Downingtown/Coatesville area and work in Exton.  There is tremendous 

opportunity and optimism that exists working in Chester County.  A belief in hard work, success, and 

service to others is what I experience as a resident and employer in Chester County.   

3. When did you decide to start a business/what was your inspiration for branching out on your 
own? 

 

I graduated college in 2008 from Villanova, and California University of Pennsylvania with my MSBA 

in 2010.  In 2011, I began my first business venture, founding the non-profit organization, Fiorenza’s 

Food For Friends (F4).  F4 is a non-profit designed to eradicate world hunger by connecting sources 

of food to recipients in need.  Two years later, in 2013, I co-founded Summit Group Retirement 

Planners, Inc. with my father Anthony Fiorenza.  The inspiration for both business ventures was a 

deep desire in my heart to make the world a better place through service to others.   

4. What advice do you have for aspiring small biz owners and entrepreneurs? 
 

My advice is very simple.  Trust in the Lord, follow your heart, and focus on serving first.  ALWAYS 

put the needs of others above yourself, and do not lose hope regardless of how many setbacks you 

experience.  Each day visualize your future self as the success you wish to become.  Start each week by 

putting together an agenda of things you wish to accomplish and use that to keep yourself on track. 

You can also do this annually to help you accomplish your goals that are more long term.    



5. Why did you join the Chamber, what do you find most valuable about the chamber as a small biz 
owner? 

 

I joined the joined the Chamber to meet like-minded business owners that wanted to serve first in 

their community with the work they perform every day.  As a small business owner, the thing I found 

most beneficial about the Chamber is the exposure it provides, credibility it establishes, and 

relationships that enables you to form.  Being that I was in my early twenties when I joined the 

chamber, it taught me a lot about patience, and the importance of building rapport with others, even 

those that I was not or will not be conducting business with.   

Derek Fiorenza is CEFEX certified for investment advisory services to retirement plan clients and an 

investment advisor representative of Summit Group Retirement Planners, Inc. CEFEX advisory firms 

adhere to the Global Fiduciary Standard of Excellence. This means they act in the best interest of 

investors. 

Investment advice offered through Summit Group Retirement Planners, Inc., a Registered Investment 

Advisor. The Chamber of Commerce and CEFEX are separate entities from Summit Group 

Retirement Planners, Inc. 
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