
Thank you for allowing me to partner with you in 

pursuing your financial goals.  I’d love you to share 

this newsletter with friends and family.  You can 

learn more about our approach to investing at my 

website.                 -John 
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Investments 

that  

Matter 

      As a financial  ,   

,,planner, I am     —-

-often asked “What 

are some great investments for this year?”  Usually 

comments like this are icebreakers or conversation 

starters.  In most social situations, I doubt people really 

want a complete and thoughtful attempt at answering 

this question.  But after working with over one hundred 

different families, through many of life’s important 
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events, I’ve noticed a few investments we should all be looking at.   

 First—The best place to invest is in your relationships. I work with clients whose income ranges from 

$30K to several hundred thousand per year.  Let me assure you that from my perspective, once basic needs 

are met,  there is no connection between a life well lived and annual income.  We all dream of a successful 

future.  Most of us imagine being surrounded by our family and friends as we enjoy that future.  No one ima-

gines they can reach financial goals without saving and investing.  So it follows that we should not expect to 

have the relationships we desire if we have not invested adequately in those we love along the way.  
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Investments that Matter — continued from page 1 

 Relationship Tip:  

Break the Routine 
  

Take a day trip, drive to another town for 

dinner, take in an afternoon movie—it 

doesn’t have to be a big production.  

Do something to break your normal  

routine—and do it together. 
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 Good relationships don’t happen accidentally or by chance.  They demand our focus and energy.  Over 

time they can become the most valuable things we can ever have. 

 Second— There is no guarantee that your financial situation will go as planned.  What I’ve witnessed 

from clients who have experienced financial crises, whether due to lost employment, illness, divorce, or a 

death—is that while money was an important issue it was rarely the most important.  What really matters to 

people during tough times is their family.  Most of us have lived in times when finances were good and also 

when things were tight.  If we were to reflect on our most cherished memories, we might find the best ones 

have little to do with our incomes. 

 Third—We often overestimate money’s ability to fix what’s broken.  If you’re like most people in Ameri-

ca, when something goes wrong you try to fix it by spending money.  It’s just what we do.  To quote Abra-

ham Maslow, one of the 20th century’s greatest psychologists, “To the man who only has a hammer, every-

thing he encounters begins to look like a nail.” Though he may not be the original author of this thought, it 

illustrates what can happen if we rely too much on money as our only tool.  Resources like love, time crea-

tivity, patience, grace, knowledge, and even forgiveness need to be well represented in our portfolio. 

 The reason we plan and save for our future is so we can spend our future in the company of those we 

love.  So, while it is important to do the financial stuff—don’t forget to invest your full arsenal of resources in 

relationships.  Not only will it pay dividends in the future, but it might even provide a new sense of clarity on 

your current financial priorities. 

 If you would like to explore whether your investments are in alignment with your most important goals,  

let us help. 

 

While trying to convert the Irish into Christians, 

St. Patrick used the shamrock to explain the ho-

ly trinity with each leaf representing the Father, 

the Son and Holy Spirit.  The three leaves of a 

shamrock are also said to stand for faith, hope 

and love.  A fourth leaf is where we get the luck 

from. 


