
The Retirement Countdown  
You’ve set a goal and a time frame for retirement, but that is only the first step. Along the road to that 
goal there are things to be considered and reconsidered.  Just like everything else in life, you need to 
stop and take a look at where you are and what you need to do to successfully meet your retirement 
goals.  Here are some “stopping points” and some ideas to consider: 
Ten Years From Retirement 
• Think about redoing your mortgage, so that it is paid off before you retire. For example, if you have a thirty-year 

fixed mortgage, you may want to consider refinancing to a fifteen-year mortgage. 
• As you look to retirement, make sure that all your financial responsibilities will be met: college educations, 

purchasing a second home, or selling your existing home and buying another house. 
•  Speak with your financial advisor and talk about reducing some of your risk exposure. 

Five Years From Retirement 
• Speak with your financial advisor about shifting some of your portfolio into insurance solutions and products to 

reduce risk 
• Start thinking about what your life will look like after retirement.  What will you do when you are no longer 

working?  This is as important to a successful retirement as your financial planning. 
• Talk with your partner about how they see retirement.  Will he or she retire at the same time or keep working for 

a while?  Are your goals in alignment? 

One Year From Retirement 
• Meet with your trusted advisors to make sure all your legal documents are in place – wills, trusts, 

health documents, etc. 
• Take a very serious look at your budget.  Most people don’t realize that their cost of living might not decrease 

after they retire.  In some cases, costs may even increase. 
•  Make sure your plans for your retirement income are in place. 

“Stopping points” are important, please call us with any questions.


