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Who can forget The Gold Rush of 1849?  
Thousands of ambitious enterprising 
Americans uprooted and headed  
cross-country to California to try  
to improve their ‘lot in life’.

The modern day Gold Rush is playing out 
in the oil fields of North Dakota. Really, 
if you know someone who is looking for 
a job and/or an adventure, they can head 
cross-country to North Dakota. You don’t 
have to search for oil, you can work for 
any of the oil related companies that are 
already there who are expanding and 
hiring. They are paying big salaries and 
are in need of all sorts of positions - from 
day labors, welders, and truck drivers, 
to engineers and managers - heck, they 
need doctors, lawyers, businessmen, they 
need everyone. (*my cousin, who is 60 
years old, moved out there and gives me 
regular updates - and it’s all true, their 
local economy is booming) Who needs 
all these fancy degrees and accompanying 
student loans, when you can make a great 
life for yourself in North Dakota. Earn 
good money, save some of it, and move 
back home later if you want. With some 
gumption, most anyone can create their 
own ‘American Success Story’.

Over the next several years, North Dakota 
is likely to be a leader in job creation and 
consequently in tax revenue per capita, 
because oil and gas are our best sources 
of energy. Like most of you, I am anxious 
for wind power and solar energy to 
advance to the point where they become 
efficient and affordable, but until then 
let’s make smart investment decisions 
based on reality. 

Another energy source that I think is 
overdue for a comeback, and that we 
are keeping an eye on, is nuclear energy. 

We haven’t built any new nuclear power 
plants in 30 years. Some say that these 
nuclear plants could ‘melt down’ and 
fry us with radiation. But, aren’t all of 
our Air Craft Carriers and Submarines 
powered by nuclear energy. Don’t these 
ships operate for years without refueling, 
and aren’t they continuously jolted 
about in rough seas?  Even more thought 
provoking, aren’t the sailors literally 
living right on top of these nuclear 
reactors? So how come our sailors, when 
they come home after years of living 
on these ships, why aren’t they glowing 
from radiation exposure? Many say 
that nuclear power is too dangerous – 
where reality says that, in today’s much 
improved safety-oriented regulatory 
environment, nuclear power could be one 
of the best ‘bangs for the energy buck’.

Getting back to my opening story about 
‘The Gold Rush of 1849’ and comparing 
it to the opportunities available today in 
the oil fields in North Dakota - years ago, 
when I started my career, the economy 
was a little better than it is now, but I 
don’t think my personal ambition or 
enterprising attitude is too different from 
most of you reading this newsletter. Had 
any of us been entering our working 
years today, I think it’s probable, and 
certainly possible, that we would move to 
North Dakota. I grew up with no money, 
mowed lawns, shoveled driveways, 
worked numerous menial jobs, then 
earned a football scholarship to Michigan 
State University, got a degree, didn’t 
use it (my thoughts changed), entered 
the real estate business, then on to the 
hotel business, and finally landed in the 
financial business. I don’t think that I 
am unique, I just kept looking to build a 
better life, I advanced from one job, or 
one business, to another, to make more 
money, collect experience, and move up. 
Our generation is 
self-motivated and confident and we need 
to continually teach this to our family. 

On another personal note, my daughter, 
Dr Carly Oboudiyat, is graduating from 
residency as a Neurologist. She and 

her husband Kia, and son Sammy, are 
moving to Chicago on July 1st, so she 
can take a Fellowship with Dr Marsel 
Mesulam at Northwestern Medical 
School. Dr Mesulam is a world leader 
in dementia research and Carly is very 
excited to join his team. 

*A business plug - I had a meeting with 
my State Farm agent, Bob Mills, this 
week. He has been helping me with my 
homeowners insurance, car insurance, 
and boat insurance for 20 or 30 years. I 
can’t believe I haven’t remembered to 
recommend him to all of you - I think 
he’s the best. Call his office at (616) 363-
7731 and tell them that you are a client 
of mine - and expect the Red Carpet 
treatment, their service and rates are 
amazing.

For years, here at Moerdyk Finanical, 
we have been searching for a way, a 
classy way, to ask you to introduce us, 
to recommend us, to your friends and 
family. We have finally come up with a 
solution. We just put together a powerful 
video presentation, accessible via the 
internet, that can be watched at any 
time, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 
days a year. This entertaining video on 
Retirement Planning does a very nice job 
of describing how Moerdyk Financial can 
help people who are in retirement or close 
to it. There is absolutely no pressure or 
obligation for anyone watching this video 
to do anything -  
if your friends like what they see and 
hear, then they can contact us by either 
phone or email - pretty darn cool.

Please take a few minutes and  
watch our new presentation at  

PlanWithSteve.com

Then just give your friend or family 
member this Newsletter (so they can read 
this last paragraph), and simply ask them 
to “Watch this important video”.

Steve 

Jimmy

Have you seen our video? 
PlanWithSteve.com
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Steve and Jimmy Moerdyk

Moerdyk Financial Inc. is a private independent firm that carries the licenses necessary to offer their 
clients a vast array of investments and financial products. From stocks and bonds, mutual funds, ETFs, 
managed portfolios, non-traded REITs and BDCs, to fixed and variable annuities, MLPs and more. 
Over the years, Moerdyk Financial Inc. has developed a straightforward no-nonsense reputation. 
Their unbiased investment advice is efficient and appreciated. They have helped hundreds of retired 
people to better understand the financial benefits from the old adage ‘Don’t put all your eggs in one 
basket’. Their experienced guidance on income distribution and asset sustainability has earned them 
a respected advisory position among senior residents in the Grand Rapids community.
President Steve Moerdyk met his wife Annie at Michigan State University. They were married in 
1979 and reside on beautiful Lake Bella Vista in Rockford. They have two children, Carly 30, and 
Jimmy 24. Carly is Chief Resident (neurology) at Jackson Memorial Hospital in Miami, where 
she lives with her husband Kia. On February 12, 2012, Carly gave birth to the Moerdyk’s first 
grandchild Sammy.
Vice President Jimmy Moerdyk joined the firm in 2011 after graduating from the Broad Business 
School at Michigan State University. Along with his youth and enthusiasm, he also brings a quick 
understanding of the latest in cutting edge technology and financial strategies.

Annie said that this lizard was hungry and aggressive. Our whole family 
loves reptiles. I cannot wait to go “snake hunting” with Sammy when he 

gets up here to Michigan. Blue Racers are my favorite.

My partner (my son) Jimmy, bought this new condo in downtown  
Grand Rapids. His girlfriend Michelle (sitting with him) cooked a  

delicious dinner for Annie and I.

Pontoon boating 
past my place last 

weekend with fellow 
‘financial guy’ John 

Williams.  John is 
a top compliance 

officer for Atlanta-
based Kalos Capital 
Management.  Like 

me, he enjoys ‘talking 
about business’ all 

night long.

Simply go to
PlanWithSteve.com

PlanWithSteve.com

Don’t forget to
download the Free
Workbook “12 Key

questions Every Retiree
Must Answer”

48
43

27
6-

03

Save this ad, you can watch our video anytime 24/7 at
PlanWithSteve.com
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A MUST SEE PRESENTATION FOR
PRE & POST RETIREES NOW SHOWING at...

You can watch this important video anytime you want,
24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

This no-nonsense, eye-opening video bluntly addresses the problems and
concerns that retirees face:

Are my investments too risky or not risky enough?

How much money can I spend
and do I have enough to last
me for the rest of my life?

What about all these taxes?

How about nursing homes?

Am I maximizing my Social
Security payments?
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Someday we shall all stand before Him and give an account.


