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Celebrating Life!
For this newsletter, I’m doing something different… I’m getting personal.

2017 was a rollercoaster year. Not only on a professional level, with the endless industry changes that impacted
our firm and our clients, but also in my own home. In going through my annual business planning, I was reminded that my clients show immense trust in me when sharing their financial and life goals, typically having to reveal intimate details about hopes, fears, challenges and successes.
Now it’s my turn to share those things with you. Let’s start with the best of the past year. I reached a significant
milestone in my practice (10 years as a Certified Financial Planner practitioner.) I bought a new home in Attleboro, MA. That led me to meeting the love of my life and getting engaged! (We’re planning a May wedding.) My
fiancé, Walter, also brought his 3-year-old daughter into my life, so I’ll soon be step-mom. For these reasons
and more, I’m grateful for my blessed life and fulfilling career.

But I experienced some heartbreak, too. A little over a year ago, my older brother (and only sibling) was diagnosed with Congestive Heart Failure at the age of 45. After surviving a stroke, we discovered that he suffers
from an inherited heart defect that cannot be repaired. This summer, his condition resulted in a heart attack
that left him permanently disabled and unable to work. As you can imagine, this has caused him and our family
many sleepless nights trying to figure out how he is going to provide for his two young daughters. The brutal
reality is that not only can he not provide an income to his family, but his life expectancy is not long.
I share this story because, as you know, financial planning isn’t just about investments and retirement. We also
have to address the need for protecting ourselves and our loved ones in the event of sickness, injury and/or
premature death. While these are difficult topics to discuss when everyone’s healthy, I assure you that it would
have made my family’s current discussions a bit easier had my brother been better prepared. (Unfortunately,
no one can be forced into prudent planning, not even family members of advisors whose job is to get people
ready for the unexpected.)
So this year, I have made a commitment to ensure that my clients are well protected for scary events, as well as
on track for the happy times. Please allow me to do the same for your friends and family. Your kind referrals
could mean that one more family can sleep well at night.
As always, thank you most sincerely for your business and for being a part of my life and practice. May you have
a happy, healthy year ahead. I look forward to talking with you!
Karen Melo, CFP®, RICP®
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Thank you for your referrals!

Community Spotlight
Do you have a favorite charity, private school or nonprofit organization that you would like to support?
I’m committed to helping our local communities by
providing you with ways to give back. And it may not
cost you a dime!

The nicest compliment we can receive is the kind introduction
to a friend, colleague or family member. We specialize in
helping single women, business professionals approaching
retirement and the LGBTQ community.

If you know of an organization that hosts a Silent
Auction for fundraising, either online or at an annual
gala, I would be honored to offer a donation. Simply
provide me with some contact information. I’ll take
it from there and you’ll get the thanks.

Meet Sarah Scaramella of Family Financial
Mortgage Broker

Alternatively, if you want to leave a more lasting legacy, we can chat about some ways to accomplish
charitable giving as part of your estate plan.
This is part of what I call Planning for Good, putting
your money where your heart is.

PlanningForGood.net I’m delighted to announce
that my new website is here! While you can still
find me at www.karen-melo.com, you will now be
directed to a brand new site with easier access to
updates, contact information and areas of specialty.
We have also moved our East Providence offices to
the building next door. Please note that you will
come into the same parking area, but now we are
at building 501, with the entrance in the back, facing the highway. We are located on the second
floor.

Let me know what you are most interested in learning about in future newsletters. This is for you!

Family Financial Group, Inc. is a
family owned and operated business. They have over
35 years of experience in residential and commercial
lending/ mortgage banking. Much like us, they treat
clients like family!
Sarah is a Providence resident. When she’s not helping
put clients in their dream home, she’s pursing her passions related to family, animals and Boston sports.

Website and Address Changes

Comments?

We are dedicated to knowing other
professionals who can serve you...

For more information, you may contact Sarah at
(866) 301-2300, famfingrp@aol.com or visit her at
http://familyfinancialgroup.com.

Honors & Awards
This past summer I was fortunate enough to travel to Washington D.C. with several of my
colleagues to attend our firm’s
Leaders’ Conference! As a Leaders qualifying advisor, I had the opportunity to learn
from our company’s most experienced professionals
so I can better serve my clients. I also had a great time
touring our capital’s breathtaking monuments.
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