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IntroduCtIon

Money is arguably one of humanity’s greatest innovations, dating back to as early as 600 b.c., and is a socially 

constructed reality that represents wealth or capital. It merits appreciation and demands respect. 

At its core, money is sufficiently complicated yet ordinarily simple. Mechanically, it is a medium of exchange 

that allows for efficient trade where goods and services can be accurately compared. Historically, it has been 

physical—but in the electronic age money has many faces. Money requires scarcity in order to be effective, for 

if there was enough money for everyone, it wouldn’t be important. It also requires special expertise and esoteric 

knowledge.

In the movie Wall Street, the primary antagonist, Gordon Gekko, states that “money itself isn’t lost or gained—it’s 

simply transferred from one perception to another. Like magic.” Money requires faith, because it only has value 

if people believe that it does. Jesus spoke of money more than any single subject, and there are more than two 

thousand verses in the Bible dedicated to the subject. And for at least a couple thousand years it has occupied a 

central place in humanity’s thinking about life, ethics, purpose, and priorities. 

As Niall Ferguson said in his book The Ascent of Money: A Financial History of the World, “Money does not 

literally make the world go ’round. But it does make staggering quantities of people, goods, and services go 

around the world.” How important is money in the world? So much so, we created a science around the subject—

economics—which guides us in what we choose, what we value, what we represent in language symbols, how we 

interact with each other in a market, and especially how we produce, exchange, and distribute goods, services, 

risk, and wealth.

Economics is a “soft science,” as it is part philosophy and part mathematics. We cannot order the economy or 

the markets because they are organisms within themselves. We can simply construct in ourselves principles that 

bring order to chaos and prosperity out of poverty. We must practice principles of hard work, diligence, and mix 

them with a good measure of grace, mercy, and generosity. The Creator of the Universe and Giver of All Things 

has not represented in the Bible that it was ever His intention to distribute wealth/money equally, but He does 

intend for us to use what He has given us wisely and to be generous.

One of the least appreciated truths of economics is that we are made in our Creator’s image and indwelled 

with His spirit to be co-creators. People should be careful not to demonize money, free-markets, capitalism, or 

even our political system in America. The problem is not so much our systems, but the men who comprise our 
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systems. If we were all angels or of one spirit like the first church at Antioch, laws and systems would not be 

necessary or even preferred.

When we “willingly and without compulsion” apply biblical principles to our financial decision making, real 

transformation takes place and abundance flows. Money is not evil—but ill-gotten gain and the misuse of it is 

evil. How we use money, though, tells us much about ourselves. Jesus said, “For where your treasure [money] is 

there your heart will be also” (Matt. 6:21). Furthermore, this truth has the power to transform an economy as it 

did in the early church (see Acts 4:32–35).

Money can be used in a variety of ways. You can use money to travel the world, live and dine in the most opulent 

places, and hire servants to care and provide for you. Money can allow you to access the brightest minds, buy 

astonishing art, drive exotic cars, augment your body, hire personal trainers, and even secure your own private 

doctor. We use money as power to influence. It is used to fund or fight terrorism, lobby political leaders, shape 

government policy, steer elections, and even influence a church (either in a positive or negative direction).

John Wesley’s The Use of Money, a sermon delivered in 1760, urged believers to consider the best way to invest 

and use money. He admonished people for rarely consulting “Christian wisdom” when discussing the “right use 

of money.” He suggested that the only instructions necessary for this could be reduced to three simple rules:

 1.  Gain all you can. 

 2.  Save all you can. 

 3.  Give all you can. 

To Wesley, the use of money in the hands of God’s children is “food for the hungry, drink for the thirsty, raiment 

for the naked: It gives to the traveler and the stranger where to lay his head. By it we may supply the place of a 

husband to the widow, and of a father to the fatherless. We may be a defense for the oppressed, a means of health 

to the sick, of ease to them that are in pain; it may be as eyes to the blind, as feet to the lame; yea, a lifter up from 

the gates of death!”

My central thesis is that money is to be purposefully and strategically used—not squandered and not hoarded. 

Money doesn’t have value if we simply keep it in stacks or bury it in the back yard. It only has value in its use. 

Begin to think of money in terms of deploying it, not simply enjoying it. While it is okay to enjoy it, there are 

other uses necessary and beneficial to the soul.
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the 7 uses of Money

Jesus commends “shrewdness” in the use of money. He also warns that we will give an account of how we used it. 

The Bible does not provide specific instructions on the proper use of money, but it does give us principles. 

Principles and processes are the key to using money shrewdly. While money is finite, it seemingly has infinite 

uses, and the uses are easier to manage and understand when reduced to seven categories.

 1.  Giving

 2.  Taxes

 3.  Debt

 4.  Insurance

 5.  Lifestyle

 6.  Savings

 7.  Investing

The 7 Uses of Money provides a fundamental framework for financial decision making. Each of these categories 

has a number of sub-categories. The purpose of this document is to introduce you to a new way of looking at 

your money and how you use it. As I said in the introduction, money can be very complicated, but at the same 

time it is quite simple. I hope that after you read this, you will be encouraged to gain additional knowledge of the 

7 Uses of Money, get organized, set goals, and implement changes to use money in amazing ways. It is a mind-

blowing thing that our hearts really do follow our use of money.
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GIvInG

The number one law of economics is that you cannot get without giving. Thereby, it makes sense that the best 

and first use of money is giving. This is not theory—it is a law that no man is above. Measurable economic 

advantages arise from sharing and cooperation, while non-economic advantages of giving can only be 

personally experienced. The principles of giving apply to conducting the affairs of business, as well as the 

actual direct act of giving. 

The discipline of giving is produced by the mind, but generosity flows from the heart. It is from the practice 

of giving that cultivates generosity in the heart. For those familiar with Scripture, giving begins with the tithe, 

which is not a law or a faith tax, but it is good practice to honor it. A tithe equals a tenth of something, but 10 

percent should be a minimum target allocation and the first use of income. 

 Honor the Lord from your wealth, and from the first of all your produce. 

(Proverbs 3:9 nasb)

“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in My house, 

and test me now in this,” says the Lord of hosts, “if I will not open for you the 

windows of heaven, and pour out for you a blessing until it overflows.” 

(Mal. 3:10 nasb)

In the world of finance, arbitrage is the simultaneous buying and selling of securities, currency, or commodities in 

different markets or in derivative forms in order to take advantage of differing prices for the same asset. It is a risk-

free, high-reward transaction. Jesus explains to us the financial concept of arbitrage in Luke 12:33 when He says, 

“Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven 

that will not be exhausted, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys” (niv). To use temporal assets that may 

lose value and use them to store up treasures in heaven that cannot be stolen nor destroyed is a radical concept. 

This is inside information we should act on. One day, we will be commended and rewarded for our shrewdness 

in our dealings with money–and giving is the shrewdest use. 

1
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There are three methods of giving:

1.  Systematic (discussed here–giving regularly from income and cash flow)

2.  Impact (free will giving from #6 savings)

3.  Estate (planned giving at death, from assets and #7 investments)

QuestIons

1.  Are you satisfied with your level of giving? Why or why not?

2.  When is the last time you increased your giving? When should you increase it next?

3.  In what ways do you and your spouse agree or disagree about giving?

4.  Why do you feel your giving is appropriately directed? Why is it not?

5.  In what ways do you believe you derive an economic benefit from giving?
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taxes

April 15 is tax day. Coincidentally, April 12 of 2011 was Tax Freedom Day, which meant Americans had worked 
well over three months of the year before they had earned enough money to pay 2011’s tax obligation at the 
federal, state, and local levels. The exact date changes every year, but you can go to www.taxfoundation.org for 
more information about when it will occur next.

At its most basic level, the taxes we pay empower the government to use money. It is up to us, then, to elect officials 
who will turn around and use that money wisely. Whether they use it wisely is up for much debate. I hardly believe 
3 million dollars for shrimp to run on a treadmill is a wise use of money (“Fifteen Silliest Uses of Taxpayer Money” 
according to Forbes.com). Nonetheless, it’s lawful and biblical to pay our taxes. Even Jesus instructed that we should 
pay our share of taxes when asked—quite cunningly—by the religious leaders of His day: 

“Is it lawful for us to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” But He detected their trickery and 
said to them, “Show me a denarius. Whose likeness and inscription does it have?” 
And they said, “Caesar’s.” And He said to them, “Then render to Caesar the things 
that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” (Luke 20:22–25 nasb)

While we should avoid paying any unnecessary taxes and take advantage of legal tax reduction strategies, taxes 
should never be the sole factor in making financial decisions. One of the best ways to reduce your taxes is to 
increase your giving. Integrated tax planning is an important aspect of long-term financial success. And when we 
give out of love, we are giving more than just money. And when we pay our taxes, we are also honoring God: 

This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give their 
full time to governing. Give to everyone what you owe them: If you owe taxes, pay 
taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor. Let 
no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for 
whoever loves others has fulfilled the law. (Romans 13:6–8 niv)

We have little control over taxes. Government, though, at least gives us a little control over our money and taxes 
by offering credits, deductions, and deferrals (via mortgage, adoption, environment, IRAs, etc.). If taxes excite 

hostility in you, remember that we only have to pay them because we’ve been blessed with income and wealth.

2

http://www.taxfoundation.org/
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Taxes should never be a source of cash-flow problems, because they are predictable. In 1789 Benjamin Franklin 

wrote in a letter to Jean-Baptiste Leroy, “In this world nothing can be said to be certain, except death and taxes.” 

So we should plan and make arrangements to be ready for them both. Unfortunately, for some reason, many 

people seem to be caught off guard when they have to pay them. Author Margaret Mitchell wrote in her famous 

novel Gone with the Wind, “Death, taxes, and childbirth! There’s never any convenient time for any of them.” 

Taxes come . . . and taxes are paid . . . like clockwork. So take Benjamin Franklin’s radical perspective from which 

he wrote in “The Way to Wealth,” an essay written in 1758 as part of his collection of adages and advice titled 

Poor Richard’s Almanac, and focus on the things you can control:

We are taxed twice as much by our Idleness, three times as much by our Pride, and 

four times as much by our folly, and from these taxes the Commissioners cannot 

ease or deliver us by allowing an Abatement. However let us hearken to good 

advice, and something may be done for us; God helps them that help themselves.

QuestIons

1.  Is your withholding appropriate? When did you last assess it?

2.  What is your exposure to estate taxes?

3.  How are you maximizing tax-deferred/favored investment strategies?

4.  Why do you feel you pay too much in taxes? Or do you believe you pay too little?

5.  Do you harbor resentment toward paying taxes? Why?
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debt

Plain and simple, paying down debt is the act of paying for what you already received. Popeye’s friend Wimpy 

said it best, “I would gladly pay you Tuesday for a hamburger today.” We’ve become a nation of wimps, and we 

must find the courage to attack our debt.

Debt is often symptomatic of our lifestyles. Delayed gratification and the will power to put off purchase until you 

can actually pay for them is a thing of the past. People want it all, and they want it now . . . but before they know 

it they’re enslaved by debt. Proverbs 22:7 confirms, “The rich rule over the poor, and the borrower is slave to the 

lender” (niv).

Popular financial author and media personality Dave Ramsey recommends the “Debt Snowball Plan” to 

pay down debt. It consists of listing your debts smallest to largest (excluding the mortgage) and making the 

minimum payment on all bills except the smallest debt. Once that is paid for, roll that payment on to the next 

smallest and attack it the same way, and so on.

To be sure, there is no good debt. The only good debt is eliminated debt. Concerning the mortgage, keeping it 

for the interest deduction may be reasoned mathematically, but you’re still using after-tax dollars to pay it. Being 

debt-free is liberating, and the value of freedom can’t be calculated. 

The word mortgage, interestingly enough, originates from the root mortus (meaning “dead”) and gage (meaning 

“to pledge”). The term in and of itself should send a strong warning sign. No matter how we frame it, a house is a 

debt and an obligation until it is free of its mortgage. If we’re not careful, our palace can easily turn into a prison, 

or even worse, a morgue. Debt is not a tool to be used for leverage, and credit cards do not reward. Even if you 

don’t carry a balance, the convenience of a credit card and the incentives to use it cause us to spend more than if 

we used cash or a debit card. Once you are debt-free, that leaves only six uses of money. Let us never forget that 

leverage is what nearly crippled our current economy. As Poor Richard (aka Benjamin Franklin) once wrote:

If you would like to know the value of money, go and try to borrow some; for, he 

that goes a borrowing goes a sorrowing.

3

http://www.daveramsey.com/article/get-out-of-debt-with-the-debt-snowball-plan/
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QuestIons

1.  Do you use credit cards? If so, How do they affect your spending?

2.  How much debt do you carry, and are you content with that level?

3.  What is your plan to eliminate debt?

4.  How would you describe the economic cost of your debt?

5.  How would you describe the emotional cost of your debt?
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InsuranCe

Life is uncertain, and the world is a dangerous place to live in. We grow old, get ill, and die. Or “acts of God” can 
take out a home and/or life. Disaster can be a small private affair as well as a big public one. There is no shortage 
of risks to be concerned with and to insure against. 

The average American’s lifetime risk of being killed by a natural disaster is estimated at 1 in 3,288. Death due to 
fire is 1 in 1,358. The odds of being shot to death are 1 in 314. Sadly the chance of a person committing suicide 
is 1 in 119. The odds of one dying in fatal car accident is 1 in 78, while 1 in 5 are likely to die from cancer. And 
if those statistics aren’t sobering enough, the odds of long-term disability for a thirty-five-year-old is 41 percent. 
(Statistics are from Ferguson’s The Ascent of Money.)

Ultimately, the Bible instructs us to fear only the Lord and look to Him for our provisions. Risk management 
from a financial perspective is simply being prudent, though, just as Proverbs 22:3 points out: “A prudent man 
sees danger and takes refuge, but the simple keep going and suffer for it” (niv). There are different forms of risk 
management, but financial risk management in its purest form is rooted in community. The insurance industry 
does now what friends and neighbors used to do for one another—agree to spread certain financial losses 
experienced by an individual to the larger community.

Interestingly the first modern insurance fund was founded by two Scottish ministers, Robert Wallace and 
Alexander Webster, during the Reformation—Fund for a Provision for the Widows and Children of the 
Ministers of the Church of Scotland. Originally intended to support the widows of a few hundred clergymen, the 
fund steadily became the general insurance and pension fund we know today as Scottish Widows. Although it is 
now just another financial services provider, having been taking over by Lloyds Bank in 1999, Scottish Widows is 
still seen as exemplifying the benefits of Calvinist thrift.

Benjamin Franklin helped popularize and make standard the practice of insurance, particularly property 
insurance to spread the risk of loss from fire, in the form of perpetual insurance. In 1752 he founded the 
Philadelphia Contributionship for the Insurance of Houses from Loss by Fire. Buying insurance transfers the risk 
of loss to another and can be a means of protection and a way to provide for you and your family in the event of 
an unexpected loss. The purpose of insurance is to replace or minimize a loss, not to provide a reward or profit 
and should be proportionate to one’s provision and needs. 

4
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Social Security was created as an insurance program, not an entitlement or an investment contract. 

There are all kind of insurance products on the market these days, and the most common lines of insurance 

are property and casualty, life, disability, health, long-term care, and identity theft. You should assess each risk 

carefully and prayerfully consider your options for managing it. I will also say that a decision not to insure, or to 

self-insure, can exemplify radical faith, as long as it is purely a spiritual decision and not driven simply by one’s 

unwillingness to pay for coverage so you can use it for something more enjoyable. 

QuestIons

1.  What kind of health insurance do you have? What is your out-of-pocket maximum for a given year?

2.  When was the last major event (health, home, auto) in which you benefited from insurance coverage?

3.  If something happened to you today, how would your family be taken care of financially?

4.  What level of insurance is so excessive that its coverage reaches beyond what is proportionate to God’s 
     provision and your needs?

5.  Are you content with the level and quality of insurance coverage you currently have?
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LIfestyLe

The Bible does not provide direct instruction as to how we should spend money concerning lifestyle, and the 

church no longer deals out sumptuary laws, which used to tell people what they could or could not own. On 

the other hand, the world gives us a lot of instruction thanks to marketing and advertising, and we in turn use 

money to create an identity for ourselves—manufacturing an image out of the clothes we wear, the phones we 

use, the cars we drive, and the houses we live in. 

Economist Thorstein Veblen, in his book Theory of the Leisure Class (1899), coined the term “conspicuous 

consumption” and applied it to the American penchant for defining ourselves by the objects we purchase and 

consume. Veblen believed that as wealth spreads, attainment of “the esteem and envy of fellow men” increasingly 

overcomes both subsistence and comfort as a driver of consumer behavior. 

Leslie H. Wexner, Chairman and CEO of Limited Brands, Inc., a Columbus, Ohio-based apparel company, makes 

some interesting comments about the American consumer in the preface of the book Trading Up. He claims 

customers will stay with a company if it pays them the compliment of acknowledging their good taste. “They will 

reach, in virtually any category,” he says, “if you create the demand.”

For most people, lifestyle expenses are their largest use of money, which I write about extensively in my book 

A Declaration of Financial Independence, and it also happens to be the one component of financial planning 

that we can control. It’s just a matter of having the will to do so. There’s nothing wrong with enjoying our wealth 

and spending money on ourselves, for even the Bible states that “to whom God has given wealth and possessions 

and power to enjoy them, and to accept his lot and rejoice in his toil—this is the gift of God” (Ecc. 5:19 esv). 

Furthermore, God wants you to take care of the personal well-being of yourself and your loved ones. In 

1 Timothy 5:8 we read, “If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for his immediate family, he 

has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever” (niv).

Interestingly, there is often no observable or measurable evidence that Christian consumers use money any 

differently than non-Christians. In fact, Christianity has historically been in competition with consumerism. 

And Like most competitors, Christianity and consumerism share very similar characteristics: 

5
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•  They both make the redemptive promise to deliver peace, happiness, and tranquility.

•  They both provide an organized system of meaning that comes from the top down (from God 

to man and from producer to consumer). 

•  They both let us know where we are and what to do about it through the use of parables and stories.

Christianity at its core, though, believes that peace, happiness, and tranquility are achieved first and foremost 

through a personal relationship with Christ, as well as hard work and sacrifice. The material world would lead us to 

believe we achieve such a “spiritual” state of being instantaneously through the consumption of goods and services. 

John Wesley believed that “Christians should give away all but the plain necessaries of life.” What is necessary? 

Good food, clean clothes, and enough to run your business. He believed that a person should earn their money 

honestly, and he did not believe capital needed to be given away. Beyond the bare necessities, though, all money 

should be given to the poor. And he practiced what he preached. He once wrote, “If I leave behind me ten 

pounds, you and all mankind bear witness against me that I lived and died a thief and a robber.”

We need not agree with Wesley’s every word, but we should examine ourselves and prayerfully consider how we 

should use every single dollar we’ve been given. However, before you make any lifestyle transaction, I urge you 

to strongly consider these words of Wesley: “Lay out nothing to gratify the pride of life, to gain the admiration or 

praise of men. Do not buy their applause so dear. Rather be content with the honor that cometh from God.” 

QuestIons

1.  How do you maintain a handle on monthly and annual expenses? Why would you say they’re too high or just right?

2.  Are you content with the “extra” you are able to buy for yourself and loved ones?

3.  How much is enough? Have you set lifestyle limits? What are your specific lifestyle goals (spoken or unspoken)?

4.  What are you currently using money for that may be good, but not the best?

5.  What could you cut immediately from your lifestyle that could be of better use?
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savInG

As we move on from lifestyle to saving, remember that the less you use for the former, the more you’ll have for 

the latter. Of course, it goes the other way too. At the onset of the credit crises, consumer spending and debt 

repayment had driven the national personal savings rate to below zero. That’s the lowest that our savings rate had 

been since the Great Depression. Since then savings rates have ticked up a bit, but many households still do not 

have sufficient savings. 

The reason to save money is to create liquidity, which provides flexibility and the ability to meet short-term goals 

and objectives. Believe it or not, savings are short-term because one day—sooner or later—they will be used/

depleted. Some savings will be spent and/or given in the coming months, while others will remain untouched for 

years until you need it. Savings generally have a time horizon of less than five years and fall within these three 

major categories:

1.  Emergencies.

2.  Major expenses.

3.  Impact giving.

The first reason to save is to be ready for emergencies, because they will occur. In what is known as the Sermon on 

the Mount, Jesus said that His Father “makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just 

and on the unjust” (Matt. 5:45 esv). And if you don’t believe that, perhaps you believe somewhat in “Murphy’s Law.” 

When you are able to save as you should, you won’t have to go into debt when the unexpected happens. 

An emergency is a sudden crisis that requires action, such as medical situations or extensive car repairs. 

Birthdays and holidays are not crises that require expenditure from the emergency fund. If the model design of 

your current vehicle changes, this is not an emergency. Spring break is not a medical condition that requires a 

trip to the beach for rehabilitation.

Another reason to save money is to pay for major expenses such as car replacements, vacations, and home 

renovations. We also save so we can someday help take care of aging parents and to pay for our children’s 

education (some of this will be done through investments, but for simplification purposes, college education 

6
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is paid for through savings). We also use savings for impact giving, which is giving beyond our tithe or other 

systematic gifts to a specific mission, cause, or otherwise. 

Your first goal is to save the equivalent of one month’s expenses. Then after you take care of all your consumer 

debt, save three to six months’ of expenses for a fully funded emergency fund. During tough economic times, this 

is vitally important. But even in great economic times, no job is guaranteed to be there tomorrow. If the reliability 

of your job is low and/or the variability of your income high, then it would be wise to have additional savings. After 

you’ve established your emergency fund, you can move on to save for major expenses and impact giving.

John Wesley said, “First, provide things needed for yourself, your wife, children, and any others who are part 

of your household including whatever is moderately required to maintain health and strength. If you have a 

surplus, then ‘do good to them that are part of the household of faith.’ If there is still a surplus, ‘as you have 

opportunity, do good unto all men.’”

A healthy amount of savings will give you peace of mind when times get rough, help you purchase necessary 

large-ticket items without having to rely on a lender and, last but not least, allow you to impact the life of 

someone in your community, support a missionary, or give to any other initiative you’re passionate about. 

Remember, savings are short-term, so plan on spending/giving it. For long-term goals and objectives, see the 

next and last of the 7 Uses of Money.

QuestIons

1.  Why would you say that you are or are not content with the amount of savings you have for emergencies? 

2.  How are you saving for major expenses?

3.  What is holding you back from saving more? How can you make the proper adjustments so you can increase  
     your savings?

4.  If you had extra savings, what would be its best use?

5.  How much savings would you say is too much? Or why is no amount ever enough?
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InvestInG

In investment terms, you could say Christians act as fiduciaries instead of stewards. A fiduciary is defined as 

anyone who exercises discretionary authority or control over the assets of someone else or for the benefit of 

someone else. Every one of us is a fiduciary in some capacity and our duty far reaching regardless of the amount 

of money over which we have been entrusted.

In the investment world, fiduciaries are bound by the “Prudent Investor Rule,” which is a legal doctrine that 

requires fiduciaries to make investments using the prudence, diligence, and intelligence that a wise person would 

use in making decisions. A prudent person will use a process to make effective investment decisions.

Investments are long-term and are anticipated to be sustained. Investing empowers the investor by providing a 

return for the use of capital, and it empowers those who organize the investment by providing them capital to 

execute their plan. Investors have purpose beyond money. Investing solely for gain is a hollow objective. Wall 

Street has manufactured a number of financial instruments for speculation and risk mitigation, but I would 

hardly call many of them investments. 

Jewelry, expensive cars, vacation homes, antiques, and even your home are not investments. The first use of 

such items is not to earn a return for accomplishing a defined purpose or objective. The first use of such items is 

typically because you want to own them for enjoyment. They are purchases that may go up in value, but they are 

not investments. 

The world of investing is very complex and can be very intimidating even in the best of financial times. It takes 

volumes of books to cover all the investment options available, not to mention the myriad strategies to employ. 

You need to seek a financial advisor to help determine exactly what is right for you to invest in, but the following 

is the first guideline you must follow before you invest your money: 

Define the Purpose or Objective of the Investment 

Ask yourself, Why am I investing this money? Investing without purpose is hoarding. Every investment dollar 

should have a specific purpose, and these three purposes will drive your objectives: 

7
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 1.  Retirement (future income).

 2.  Estate (inheritance and giving at death).

 3.  Venture (direct ownership in a business or impact investing—investing for a purpose and  with 

     a purpose to provide capital to organizations to meet or achieve specific social needs or 

     objectives).

To help you answer this question, write out the following sentence and fill in the blank: “The purpose of this 

investment is to ___________________.” (Example: “The purpose of this investment is to provide $40,000 of 

retirement income in seven years and continuing through life expectancy so that I can . . .”)

Challenge yourself to go deeper than one or two words. Get to the heart of the matter: 

•  If retirement, how will the use of this money allow you to use your time? Have a vision for what 

    you will do/accomplish in this next phase of life.

•  If inheritance, how do you imagine this will positively impact the next generation? How will they 

   use it?

•  If venture, visualize the non-financial/intangible benefits as well as the opportunity for 

   economic gain. 

QuestIons

1.  Why will your current investments be sufficient to meet your retirement income goals?

2.  When and how do you plan to generate income from your investments?

3.  Why are you, or are you not, content with the consistency between your investments and personal values?

4.  Are you content with the level of inheritance you will leave your heirs?

5.  How much risk do you take when you invest? Should you take more or less?
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ConCLusIon

Making money is hard work, and deploying it faithfully and effectively is even more difficult. Knowledge, 

principles, and processes are key. Consulting a financial advisor can increase knowledge and improve financial 

decision making that leads to greater contentment. 

In my experience, the most secure, stable, and joyful people are those who are disciplined, organized, and 

strategic with their finances; have strong relationships and commitment to community; and possess a deep 

foundation of faith. So let me caution, even the most biblical use of money has its limitations.

Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix their 

hope on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all things 

to enjoy. Instruct them to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and 

ready to share, storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the 

future, so that they may take hold of that which is life indeed. (1 Tim 6:17–19 niv)

In his book Radical, author and pastor David Platt contends that in chasing the American Dream, people have 

gotten things upside down. He says, “Meaning is found in community, not individualism; joy is found in generosity, 

not materialism; and truth is found in Christ, not universalism . . . But claims such as these remain theories until 

they are tested.” I agree—faith is practiced, community is practiced, and financial planning is practiced.

In theory, there is no difference between theory and practice. But, in practice, 

there is. (Albert Einstein)

Therefore we must be intentional in building relationships and community, intentional in growing/practicing our 

faith, and intentional in how we use money. 



22

GeneraL Money QuestIons

The following list of questions is meant to probe deeper into your thoughts on money. Don’t rush through them, 

but take time to write your answers down in a journal or at least in a document on your computer. The point 

here is not to rifle off a bunch of answers but to start building a philosophy of money that will guide you in your 

seven uses of money. 

1.  What’s important to you about money?

2.  What is your contentment level with regard to your income? If you are discontent, why do you need more? 

3.  Are you content with the future opportunity of your current job or career? Why or why not?

4.  What do you like about your style of personal bookkeeping and financial record management? What needs   
to change?

5.  What makes you feel content about your level of financial education? What makes you feel discontent in this area?

6.  Are you content with how you respond emotionally to financial issues? Why or why not?

7.  Why are you content (or not content) with your ability to communicate about financial matters?

8.  What, if any, financial issues cause strain on your personal relationships?

9.  What is the level of contentment in the working relationships you have with financial advisors (accountants, 
insurance agents, bankers, investment advisors)?

10.  Why are you content (or not content) with your ability to set long-term goals and stick to them?

11.  How are you disciplined in the use of money?

12.  How are you strategic in the use of money?

13.  How do you feel limited by money?

14.  What is the best use of money?

15.  What is the worst use of money?

16.  If your budget (use of money) was public, how would you feel? What would other people think?

17.  What is your best money use experience?

18.  What is your worst money use experience?

19.  Do you desire to hear the words “well done good and faithful servant”? Why do you believe you will (or will   
       not) hear them?

20.  How do you, or could you, demonstrate faith with regard to your use of money?

21. How does, or could, your use of money change the lives of others?

22.  How does your use of money glorify God?

23.  How could you use money to become more dependent on God?
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