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P . R .  C U R T M A N  I N V E S T M E N T S

C O N T A C T  M E  N O W :

Many people, if not most, see retirement as something way out in the
distance - but with so much going on in their busy lives, it arrives before
they know it. It is my hope that you find this ebook both encouraging
and helpful. Although not exhaustive, these 7 tips cover a handful of
issues that many of people wish they had considered earlier in life.

If you read through these and have any questions, or you need help
getting started, please do not hesitate to call or email me.

Sincerely,

Paul R. Curtman



1
DETERMINE YOUR ASSET ALLOCATION BASED ON

YOUR FINANCIAL GOALS, NOT YOUR AGE.

Many financial advisors and financial firms will design a portfolio with an allocation of stocks
and bonds that corresponds to your age. For example, an advisor would look at a 35 year
old and assume they are 30 years away from retirement. So, considering the client has 30
years for the market to experience volatility until the funds are needed, the advisor would
may be more aggressive in terms of risk and likely allocate a larger portion of the funds to
stocks and much less to bonds. As the client nears retirement age, the advisor would likely
move to portfolio to a more conservative allocation. This might be part of a good portfolio
strategy but only if it also fits the clients’ financial goals. 

Consider the same scenario above but now factor in that the client will not need to draw
much from his retirement savings because he has enough income from other sources such
as a pension. the client might have another goal in mind for his investments which could
very well make a difference in the asset allocation in his portfolio. 
If you have other goals for your portfolio than just retirement, those goals might very well
affect your assett allocation than your age alone would.

2 CREATE A NETWORK OF PROFESSIONALS.

Good friends are hard to come by and the same can be said for reliable financial
professionals. Not all tax advisors are created equally; some just want to get to the end of
filing season while others want to get to the end of filing season with huge savings for their
clients. The point here is thoughtfulness and innovative thinking. Anybody can click some
buttons on an online tax service and file a return, but some people are competitive – they
don’t like the idea of the IRS getting one over on them and taking a dollar more from their
client than the government is entitled too. For that reason, they will devour the tax code to
find legal ways their client can avoid paying taxes wherever possible. The same can be said
about investment representatives who want to put together and explain to their clients a
good strategy with high quality investments versus other financial advisors who just through
stocks and bonds together and then call you once a year.

It is a good idea for the professionals in your network to know who each other are that way
they can all work together in tandem with you on helping you reach your financial goals. 



3 CONSOLIDATE YOUR ACCOUNTS.

It isn’t uncommon for people to have accounts at several different firms. As you get closer to
retirement however, it can be very advantageous to consolidate your accounts. You should
still be diversified where your portfolio assets are concerned but bringing your accounts
together to one firm or even into one account could potentially save you the expense of
paying multiple account maintenance fees. In addition to that, the complexity of managing
multiple accounts at multiple firms can be time consuming and confusing, especially for a
family member or a friend you ask to help incase for any reason you become incapable of
doing it yourself.

4 CONSIDER CONVERTING YOUR IRA TO A ROTH.

A ROTH IRA allows you to make contributions on money that you have already paid taxes
on. Money inside your ROTH may the grow tax-free and provide you with tax-free
withdrawals in retirement. Unlike a Traditional IRA, ROTH accounts don’t have Required
Minimum Distribution amounts every year after a certain age. 
Depending on your income needs and tax situation, converting your IRA into a ROTH IRA
might be a good idea so your money can continue to grow tax-free. This is something that
you will want to talk with your tax professional and your investment advisor about.

5 CREATE A STRATEGY.

The country is full of people who might save a little here and there, but they never put more
than a few minutes into planning for the financial stability of their future; they just think things
will “work themselves out.” The difference between people who retire and are able to travel
and pursue other interests and the people who continue to work just to afford the heating bill
will in many cases boil down to who approached the future with a financial strategy.
It almost doesn’t matter what your station in life is anymore, there is opportunity to create a
strategy. 

In 2015, a retired gas station attendant and janitor named Ronal Read passed away and left
nearly $5 million to his local library and hospital. Mr. read was not a high-income earner, yet
he had a strategy: he was patient, he lived below his means, he invested his money. Don’t
walk through life with crossed fingers, be like Ronald Read and have a strategy.



7 HAVE AN ESTATE PLAN TODAY.

This is something you will want to consult a legal professional about, but you certainly need
to have a strategy. Creating an estate strategy is by far on of the single largest areas of
procrastination for many if not most people. The reason is because everyone thinks it’s
something they can get done soon but it can wait just a little longer. 
 Don’t let this be you.  
You might suddenly take ill or have an accident that takes your life. If you die this way, no
one will be expecting it. And then it will be up to your spouse or your kids to piece together
your assets and hire an attorney to help move everything along that needs to go through
probate court. 
Depending on which state you’re in, a judge might publish your assets in a paper and give
creditors or long-lost relatives a chance to come and make a claim for some or all your
wealth. After a judge rules on who gets what, the state will take a cut and then your spouse
or kids will get whatever is left. You read that right – because you didn’t have an estate plan,
your family gets what’s left after the government and anyone else has a chance to pick
through assets. 
 How thoughtful of you. 
If you don’t have an estate strategy planned out, then get with an attorney and get it done
now.

6 STRATEGIZE WITH INFLATION IN MIND.

As our dollar becomes worth less in the marketplace, you will need more of them to pay for
things. You will see that thing you’re are buying today will begin to cost more over time.
There have been times when inflation surged, and prices went up drastically. Inflation was
as high as 10% in the early 1980s’ and then again in 2022. Over the long term however,
inflation is usually at about 2 or 3% per year.

Don’t underestimate the amount of money you will need in retirement or how long you are
going to need it. Make sure you invest your money with a strategy that considers the impact
inflation will have on your retirement.



Investing in securities involves a risk of loss. Past performance is not a
guarantee of future returns. Investing in foreign stock markets involves
additional risks, such as the risk of currency fluctuations. The following
content constitutes the general views of P.R. Curtman Investments and
should not be regarded as personal investment advice or a reflection of
the performance of P.R. Curtman Investments or its clients. Nothing
herein is intended to be a recommendation or a forecast of market
conditions. Current and future markets may differ significantly from
those illustrated herein. 

IMPORTANT DISCLOSURES








