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These 5 behaviors are setting drivers up for roadside inspections
When commercial motor vehicle (CMV) drivers engage in risky driving behavior, 
they’re much more likely to be pulled over and inspected. And, as most carriers 
know, more inspections almost always means more violations. 

A recent data snapshot from the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration’s 
(FMCSA) Analysis & Information (A & I) summarizes motor carrier and driver 
compliance on and off the road and CMV crashes for calendar year (CY) 2020.

The top five driver violations cited during roadside inspections in CY 2020 were 
primarily based on driving behavior:

Rank Violation

1 Speeding 6-10 miles per hour over the speed limit (392.2SLLS2)

2 Failure to obey traffic control device (392.2C)

3 Failing to use seat belt while operating a CMV (392.16)

4 False report of drivers record-of-duty status (395.8E)

5 Lane restriction violation (392.2LV)

When a driver is stopped for a traffic violation, the vehicle is often also inspected. 
Even if officers don’t always intend to inspect every vehicle they stop, they 
won’t hesitate to do so if the vehicle or driver appear to be in violation. These 
impromptu inspections can result in costly violations that could put your drivers 
out of service and cost you valuable time.

The top five vehicle-related violations occurring during roadside inspections in 
CY 2020 include:

Rank Violation

1 Inoperable required lamp (393.9)

2 Operating a CMV without proof of a periodic inspection (396.17C)

3 Clamp or roto-type brake out-of-adjustment (393.47E)

4 No/discharged/unsecured fire extinguisher (393.95A)

5 Inspection, repair, and maintenance of parts and accessories (396.3A1)

It’s essential to remind your drivers that safe driving habits will not only protect 
everyone on the road, they will also reduce the likelihood of an impromptu 
roadside inspection (or worse, an out-of-service designation).

Incorporate this message into your regular safety training to keep it in 
the forefront of your drivers’ minds. And don’t hesitate to contact us at 
JJKellerLibrary.com if you have any questions. We’re always here to help. ♦
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Preparing your vehicles and drivers
Professional drivers should always be prepared for a 
roadside inspection any time of year. Roadcheck 2021 is 
great motivation to ensure your drivers are ready.

Each year during International Roadcheck, the 
Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance (CVSA), through 
its member jurisdictions, captures and reports data on 
specific areas of motor carrier compliance. This year’s 
event will focus on two areas: Hours-of-service (HOS) 
compliance and lighting. 

Roadcheck 2021 is scheduled May 4-6. Inspectors will 
use the North American Standard Out-of-Service Criteria 
to help identify vehicle and driver-related out-of-service 
conditions. Vehicles that are placed out of service cannot 
be operated until the identified out-of-service conditions 
have been corrected.

TIP: If your company has specific inspection requirements or 
policies, consider distributing and discussing them to refresh 
drivers’ memories ahead of a potential roadside inspection.

Preparing for Roadcheck 2021
Inspectors will use the North American Standard Out-of-
Service Criteria to help identify vehicle and driver-related 
out-of-service conditions. Vehicles that are placed out 
of service cannot be operated until the identified out-of-
service conditions have been corrected. 

During last year’s Roadcheck, which was delayed from 
May until September, CVSA conducted more than 50,000 
inspections. Of the inspections conducted, 20.9 percent 
resulted in out-of-service (OOS) violations. While the 
emphasis this year is on HOS and vehicle lighting, it’s 
important to remember that critical violations of any kind 
will also render a driver out of service. 

For instance, though last year’s focus was on driver 
requirements, more than 12,000 drivers were placed 
OOS due to vehicle violations. The most common vehicle 
violations were found in brake systems (25.8 percent), 
tires (19 percent), and lights (13.5 percent). 

In addition, of the drivers placed OOS due to the driver 
requirement focus, more than a third (34.7 percent) were 
found in violation of HOS requirements. This fact may 
have played a role in making HOS a focus of the 2021 
event. 

Hours-of-service
The first area of focus for this year’s campaign is HOS 
compliance. Drivers who are subject to the HOS rules 
must be able to present a week’s worth of logs during an 
inspection. This means drivers using electronic logging 
devices (ELDs) must know how to operate them well 
enough to present the data to authorities. 

Lighting
The second area of focus this year will be lighting. 
This include headlamps, tail lamps, clearance lamps, 
identification lamps, license plate and side marker lamps, 
stop lamps, turn signals, and lamps on projecting loads. 

These violations can be largely avoided by checking the 
condition and location of lighting components during 
every pretrip inspection.

TIP: Not only are drivers required to inspect their vehicles 
before and after every trip, doing so can help ensure smoother 
roadside inspections.

How will COVID-19 affect Roadcheck 2021?
Similar to Roadcheck 2020, enforcement will conduct 
inspections following regional health and safety protocols 
during this year’s event.

Another priority during the enforcement campaign is to 
make sure COVID-19 vaccine shipments continue to their 
destination, quickly and safely. Vaccine shipments will 
not be held up for inspections, unless there is an obvious 
serious violation that is an imminent hazard. ♦

TRAINING BLUEPRINT — VEHICLE INSPECTIONS
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TRAINING HANDOUT — VEHICLE INSPECTIONS

During a roadside inspection, be 
prepared to:

• Answer basic interview questions 
about the trip,

• Present your driver’s license for 
inspection, and

• Provide your record of duty status.

You may also need to provide:

• Medical examiner’s certificate, or

• Skill performance evaluation.

Don’t forget the permits:

• International Registration Plan (IRP) 
cab cards (electronic or paper),

• International Fuel Tax Agreement 
(IFTA) licenses (electronic or paper) 
and decals,

• State authority credentials,

• State mileage tax permits,

• Temporary trip permits, and

• Oversize/overweight permits. ♦
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Directions: Read each statement carefully and mark the response that best answers the question.

1. Which of the following are drivers not expected to provide during a roadside inspection?

a. Record of duty status

b. Driver’s license

c. Drug test results

d. Permits

2. The focus of Roadcheck 2021 will be brake systems.

a. True

b. False

3. During a roadside inspection, you should expect to:

a. Demonstrate your understanding of safety regulations

b. Answer questions about your trip and duty status

c. Discuss your understanding of vehicle permits

d. All of the above

4. Violations outside of the areas of focus for Roadcheck 2021 can still land you out of service.

a. True

b. False

5. Pre- and post-trip inspections will help prepare you for a roadside inspection.

a. True

b. False

TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE — VEHICLE INSPECTIONS

NAME:             DATE:        
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Are your drivers ready to show their records of duty during an inspection?
Drivers often ask, “What hours-of-service paperwork do I need in the vehicle?” The answer can depend on whether they 
are subject to state or federal rules and whether they are eligible for an exception from the logging requirements. 

Unless they are exempt from carrying any type of log, they will need to be able to show supporting documents that can 
be used to verify log entries. ♦

NEWS

Are required to fill out a 
standard paper log

Are using an electronic 
logging device (ELD)

Are creating your logs 
digitally  
(i.e., on a lap-top or smartphone)

Are eligible for a  
“short-haul” exception 
(395.1(e))

You must have, at minimum:
• A log for the current day,
• Logs covering the previous 7 consecutive 

days.

You must have:
• A user manual for the ELD;
• An instruction sheet describing how to 

transfer data from the ELD, including step-
by-step instructions for sending your logs 
to an enforcement official;

• An instruction sheet describing what to do 
if the ELD malfunctions; and

• Enough blank paper logs to last at least 8 
days, in case the ELD malfunctions.

You must be in compliance with the standards 
for paper logs (see above) and may be asked 
to print your logs onto paper.

No documentation is required in the vehicle 
(but having some documentation of your 
hours can help speed the inspection process).

IF YOU: THEN:
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Question: Is a tractor required to have reflective 
tape or reflectors on its mudflaps if it is pulling a 
trailer?

Answer: Tractors need reflective materials to mark 
their width at the rear, and placing those materials 
on the mudflaps is one option, but you can also use 
the fenders or mudflap brackets. A tractor doesn’t 
necessarily need to have mudflaps when pulling a 
trailer, but that depends on state law, as there are no 
federal rules requiring mudflaps. 

Some states do require mudflaps on a tractor even 
when a trailer is attached, while others do not. But 
again, federal rules do require reflective materials 
marking the rear width of every tractor. 

For your reference, the requirements for reflective 
tape on tractor mudflaps are found in the 
manufacturing standards in section 571.108, which 
are cross-referenced in sections 393.11 and 393.13 
of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations 
(FMCSRs).

Question: Are straight trucks required to have 
reflective tape on the sides and back of the box?

Answer: No, there are no rules requiring reflective 
tape on straight trucks. It is only required for truck 
tractors and trailers. Sections 393.11(b) and 393.13 
require reflective tape on trailers and semitrailers 
only; there is no mention of trucks or straight 
trucks. ♦

Expert Help: Questions of the Month

Got a question?

Your subscription includes online access to our 
subject matter experts! Visit the Compliance Library 
at JJKellerLibrary.com and click on      Expert Help to 
take advantage of this great feature.

Next Month’s Topic:  
City Driving

City driving requires a driver’s undivided attention. 
Heavy traffic, narrow streets, and obstructed views 
are just some of the challenges the professional driver 
faces when operating in the city.

Professional drivers need to be alert to the challenges 
and potential dangers associated with city driving.
Note: This topic was originally scheduled for April 2021. It 
was shifted to May to allow time for drivers to prepare for 
Roadcheck 2021.

Answers to quiz on page 5:  
1. c;   2. b;   3. b;   4. a;   5. a

Types of roadside inspections
The CVSA has eight levels of roadside inspections, 
each with a different focus and level of detail. While 
Roadcheck 2021 will consist of mostly general driver 
(HOS) and vehicle (lighting) inspections, drivers should 
be prepared for relevant inspections every day of the year.

 Comprehensive driver/vehicle 
Examination of driver and documents, plus a 
detailed inspection of the vehicle

 Cursory driver/vehicle 
Examination of driver and documents, plus a 
simple inspection of the vehicle

Driver 
Examination of driver and documents only 

 Targeted 
Examination of one specific item, such as a driver’s 
record of duty status or a vehicle component

Vehicle 
Detailed inspection of the vehicle only 

 Radioactive cargo 
Self-explanatory inspection of certain types of 
radioactive cargo

Jurisdictional 
An inspection mandated by a specific location 

 Electronic 
Conducted wirelessly or remotely, not necessarily 
requiring interaction with an inspector ♦
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WITH THIS READY-TO-USE RESOURCE, YOU CAN EASILY: 

    Determine which regulations apply to your operations

    Understand how to comply with specific requirements

    Stay current on relevant industry news
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World-class compliance 
guidance is just a click away!
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Policyholders with as 
near perfect protection, 
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lowest possible cost.”
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Check out our website! erieinsurance.com/business-insurance

At Erie Insurance, we understand people have insurance for a reason — to 
help get things back to normal should something bad happen. We’ve been 
helping do this since 1925, working side by side with the best Agents in the 
business.

We’re headquartered in Erie, Pennsylvania, and have offices in 12 states 
and the District of Columbia. We offer auto, home, business and life* 
insurance through more than 10,000 local independent Agents.
Erie Insurance makes no warranty or representation regarding, and does not guarantee the 
quality, accuracy, or completeness of, the articles in this newsletter, which were prepared by 
J. J. Keller & Associates, Inc. Erie Insurance expressly disclaims liability for any actions taken or 
not taken by recipients based on the content of the articles.
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