When CJ Wasson broke his leg at 2 months old, his
parents, Chris and Whitney, were shocked to discover
that he had a bone disease called pseudarthrosis.
In children, this condition results in spontaneous
non-healing bone fractures. Pseudarthrosis means
“false joint” because the unhealed area of the bone
has a motion like a joint. After the Wassons consulted
their pediatrician, they chose to bring CJ to The
Rubin Institute for Advanced Orthopedics at Sinai
Hospital, home of some of the world’s most
renowned orthopedic surgeons.
CJ is now an extremely active 9-year-old who plays
many sports including indoor football, basketball,
lacrosse, swimming, tennis and squash. He’ll need
treatment until he stops growing, but Whitney says,
“People who know him have no idea about his
condition.”
CJ’s parents give back to LifeBridge Health so that
others may have the same positive experience. “They
saved his leg,” says his father, Chris, who is a member
of the LifeBridge Health Leadership Council. “When we
feel fortunate about something, we want to give back.”
“We want the money to go to
places it needs to go,” says
Whitney. “We want to give to
families who don’t have the
opportunity to spend three
months in Baltimore while
their families are having these
surgeries.” She suggests that,
when you are going to give to
an organization, find the one
that speaks to your heart.
“One time, during a snowstorm,
CJ had a spinal fracture out
of the blue,” says Whitney.
“I decided to use our doctor’s
cell phone number, which I had
shied away from doing. He
told me we would go to the ER
and he would meet us there,
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or, since he only lived a few
blocks away, he could just come over. So he came to
our house and put a cast on CJ right there,” she says.
“Even if we could have gone to other places, we would
have chosen Sinai because of its caring and warmth.”

