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Our Viewpoint – Discipline and Results Matter  
We have partnered with the same investment firm 
since 2003. We’ve looked at alternatives, but we keep 
using Dimensional Fund Advisors because of their 
disciplined methodology.
 
Dimensional evaluates decades-worth of rigorous 
academic research to make the conclusions they do on 
how to structure their funds, but only if 5 criteria are 
satisfied. The conclusions must be sensible, persistent, 
pervasive, robust and cost-effective. This approach to 

managing their asset-class based mutual funds is what 
makes them unique.
 
As a result, your portfolio remains broadly diversified 
with a tilt toward groups of stocks with historically 
higher expected returns. The proof is in the pudding 
– as you can see in this graphic below, Dimensional 
funds with at least a 15-year history have survived and 
outperformed a majority of funds in their Morningstar 
category. 

Securities offered through Cetera Financial Specialists LLC (doing insurance business in CA as CFGFS Insurance Agency), member FINRA/
SIPC. Advisory services offered through Cetera Investment Advisers LLC. Cetera entities are under separate ownership from any other entity.
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Dimensional placement is the Morningstar 15-Year Total Return Absolute Category Rank sourced from Morningstar. Number of funds starting the period is the number of share classes, within the re-
spective Morningstar Category, with return histories as of the start of the 15-year period ending in June 30, 2017. Funds that are unranked due to having changed Morningstar Category are excluded 
from the number of funds starting the period. Number of Surviving Funds Placing Ahead (Behind) of Dimensional is the count of ranked funds with a higher (lower) Morningstar 15-Year Total Return 
Absolute Category Rank than the corresponding Dimensional fund. The table includes all Dimensional institutional equity funds available on or before July 1, 2002. Dimensional feeder funds are 
excluded from the table because they ultimately invest in master-feeder funds. Master-feeder funds are included in the table. All funds are US-domiciled. Bar heights are scaled to aid comparison 
across funds. Fund Assets are as of June 30, 2017. Funds may have experienced negative performance over the time period. Past performance is no guarantee of future results. Visit us.dimensional.
com for standardized performance information for Dimensional’s funds. See “Relative Performance for Standardized Periods” in the appendix for further information. 

Relative Performance of Equity Funds with More Than 15 Years of History
As of June 30, 2017

Higher Category
Placement

 TICKER DFALX DFIVX DTMDX DFISX DISVX DFUSX DFELX DTMEX DFLVX DTMMX DFSTX DFSCX DFTSX DFSVX DTMVX DFFVX

 Fund Assest in SMM 4,300 8,888 3,533 12,631 15,087 7,592 267 3,087 21,524 4,624 15,876 5,899 2,707 14,241 4,384 9,510

 Dimensional
 Placement/ 72/ 8/ 7/ 4/ 1/ 94/ 99/ 105/ 23/ 9/ 25/ 41/ 72/ 24/ 45/ 13/
 Number of Funds 454 161 16.1 19 35 1326 1326 1326 878 878 402 402 402 213 213 213
 Starting the Period

Lower Category
Placement

Funds
No Longer
in Existence

Dimensional
Placement

Funds No Longer
in Existence

Proportion of Surviving Funds
Placing Behind Dimensional

Proportion of Surviving Funds
Placing Ahead of Dimensional
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Past performance is not a guarantee of future results. Indices are not available for direct in-
vestment. Index performance does not reflect the expenses associated with the management 
of an actual portfolio. Market segment (index representation) as follows: US Stock Market 
(Russell 3000 Index), International Developed Stocks (MSCI World ex USA Index [net div.]), 
Emerging Markets (MSCI Emerging Markets Index [net div.]), Global Real Estate (S&P Global 
REIT Index [net div.]), US Bond Market (Bloomberg Barclays US Aggregate Bond Index), and 
Global Bond ex US Market (Citi WGBI ex USA 1−30 Years [Hedged to USD]). The S&P data are 
provided by Standard & Poor’s Index Services Group. Frank Russell Company is the source and 
owner of the trademarks, service marks, and copyrights related to the Russell Indexes. MSCI 
data © MSCI 2017, all rights reserved. Bloomberg Barclays data provided by Bloomberg. Citi 
fixed income indices copyright 2017 by Citigroup.

Market Summary –
Index Returns*

  International Emerging Global  Global
 US Stock Developed Markets Real US Bond Bond Market
 Market Stocks Stocks Estate Market ex US

2017 STOCKS BONDS

 4.57% 5.62% 7.89% 1.13% 0.85% 0.70%

Q3

Cash Planning  
With U.S. equity markets continuing to hit 
new all-time highs almost weekly for the 
past few months, now is the time to review 
your cash position and your near-term needs 
for cash. 

We want you to have a cash buffer on-hand 
in case of emergencies and/or in anticipation 
of your spending needs. Now may be a 
good time to sell some of your investments 
to raise needed cash for your near-term 
spending goals over the next 12 or 24 months. 
If you are planning for a new car, a trip, a 
home improvement project, or you want to 
replenish your emergency savings account, 
now is a great time to do that! 

But to be clear, do not take our comments as 
any type of “prediction” of what may occur to 
the stock market in 2018. A market correction 
can and will happen sometime, but nobody 
knows when it will happen, how far it will 
drop, or how long it will last until the recovery. 
We simply don’t know, which is why we 
encourage you to be prepared – plan ahead.

This is a topic at each of your review 
meetings, but if you are reading this and you 
aren’t sure about your current circumstances, 
or if you have any questions, give us a call. 
We’ll look at the tax consequences of doing 
something now or whether or not waiting 
until early next year makes more sense.

How to Reduce Risk of a Scam  
You must assume the “bad guys” are continuously trying to 
access your data through your computer, email, or by phone. 
Here are some helpful guidelines:
n   Always use anti-virus protection on your computer. Use 

strong passwords too. Change them often.
n   Learn to recognize and avoid phishing emails, threatening 

calls and texts from thieves posing as legitimate organizations 
such as your bank, credit card companies and even the IRS. 
Remember, the IRS never calls; they only communicate 
through mail.

n   Do not click on links or download attachments from unknown 
or suspicious emails.

n   Protect your personal data. Don’t routinely carry your Social 
Security card, and make sure your tax records are secure. 
Only give your Social Security Number to those you’ve 
contacted and that you know are legitimate. Your Social 
Security Number is also on you Medicare card. Be careful not 
to leave it out in plain sight. New cards without Social Security 
Numbers will be issued beginning April 2018.
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Team Updates
Robert: Matthew’s senior year is here! He just had his last 
homecoming dance which will be followed by his last 
wrestling season, last baseball season, etc. We’ll have 
fun with it but it will also be somewhat sad. Kennesaw 
State is his first college choice and most likely where 
he’ll attend. Megan’s doing very well at St. Francis taking 
all honors classes and she continues her ballet ball and 
lyra classes. Teri’s gearing up for her fall craft shows 
so November will be busy. She’ll have a booth at the 
Marist Holiday Craft Show on November 4. Wishing you 
and your family a joyous Thanksgiving and Christmas 
season. We all have so much for which to be grateful. 

Steve: I love fall! Besides enjoying another birthday (both 
me and Lynne), I love the crisp cool morning air, college 
football (Go Penn State!), and the change of season. 
The girls are doing well in school – Grace in 6th grade 
at Fellowship Christian and wrapping up Milton Feeder 
Softball, and Lexie in 5th at Sweet Apple participating in 
AlphaCrush running club for the first time (and enjoying 
it!). It’s hard to believe 2017 will be ending soon. We 
thank you for your trust in us, and we wish you and 
your families a wonderful fall and holiday season.

Jan: My biggest event lately was my son getting married 
at Engelheim Winery in Ellijay on October 7. I was able 
to see and talk with my grandchildren which was a very 

nice treat. I even was able to get those fresh North GA 
apples. It was a beautiful wedding. 

Janeen: Fall Greetings as we enjoy my favorite time 
of year. The kids are all doing well in school and I am 
happy to be working fulltime now. All is good in the 
Blecker household. We have had a lot of heartbreaking 
tragedies, natural disasters and tough times in our 
country over the last few months so I would like to 
share a quote by John Donne – “No man is an island, 
entire of itself, every man is a piece of the continent, 
A part of the main. Any man’s death diminishes me, 
because I am involved in mankind, and therefore never 
send to know for whom the bell tolls; it tolls for thee.”  

Anne: Since studying has taken up quite a lot of my time 
(preparing for the CFP® exam), I’ve been looking for 
less time-intensive volunteer opportunities and recently 
discovered Adopt A U.S. Soldier. This organization 
connects civilians with deployed troops and allows 
volunteers to either adopt an individual solider or a 
deployed troop. John and I volunteered to support 
30 sailors aboard the USS Nimitz. We sent 8+ care 
packages filled with candy, movies, playing cards and 
toiletries. We really enjoyed picking out the goodies and 
assembling the care packages. We sent the packages in 
early September and hope to hear from the crew soon!

Several NexGen participants 
have recently contacted us 
for planning and advice… 
newlywed planning, changing 
careers, and saving for a major 
purchase (new home, car). Each 
has unique goals in mind, but 

they aren’t exactly sure how to prioritize or actualize their goals. 
We listen to your NexGens and guide them along their journeys. 
If members of your family (children, grandchildren, nieces and 
nephews) ages 21 to 40+ are interested in being a part of this 
community, send an email with your NexGen’s name, email 
address and date of birth to anne.simpson@odysseypfa.com.

How would you value your digital assets? All 
those pictures – and passwords – but also the 
digital music, movies, books and apps that you’ve 
paid for. How about the account balances on 
your apps (i.e. Starbucks and Chick-Fil-A). You can 
use Everplan to inventory where you store your 
most valuable personal digital assets, and be 
sure to include those details in your “Just-in-Case 
Letter”. Everplan is an excellent benefit provided 
to you by Odyssey to help you and your family be 
prepared. Contact us if you have questions.

Everplan: Bits & Bytes 

We encourage you to Follow Us on Facebook 
(search @odysseypfa) to stay current with what 
is going on with Your Odyssey Team

NexGen
®
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Our Contact Information 
Phone: (770) 992.4444

Fax: (770) 587.2531

Email: jan.ingersoll@odysseypfa.com Phone ext. 1

janeen.blecker@odysseypfa.com Phone ext. 2

robert.fezza@odysseypfa.com Phone ext. 3 

anne.simpson@odysseypfa.com Phone ext. 4

steve.siders@odysseypfa.com  Phone ext. 5

Website: www.odysseypfa.com

Address: 500 Sun Valley Drive, Suite A6

Roswell, GA 30076

The opinions expressed herein are solely those of the author and not those of 
Cetera Financial Specialists, LLC.

Life is a Journey. Navigate it Wisely.
Each one of us has our own story. A story no one 
else can tell. It’s about life, faith, family, careers, 
hobbies, experiences, successes, failures, joys and 
heartaches. It’s a journey that lasts a lifetime. One 
that hopefully will leave the world a better place 
because of the contributions you’ve made – your 
own personal odyssey!

Money and finances influence decisions along the 
way. Having a guide to walk with you can help you 
stay on course. We’re excited you have chosen (or are 
considering choosing) us as your financial guide: to 
watch over your finances, to encourage you to dream 
and set goals, and to help you achieve them.
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Our Mission
Statement

Serving God and our clients to 

identify and fulfill life’s dreams

in a caring and personalized

environment.


