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Financial Strategies
For Your Future

February Newsletter
Hello Eric,

Through all the challenges, newfound opportunities, and every
high and low we’ve experienced during the last couple of
years, it’s no surprise why we might be striving for more

balance. Whether it’s about the markets and global economy or
what’s happening in our local communities, the news we’re

hearing on a daily basis has the potential to disrupt the balance
of our lives. But with resilience, perspective, and the support of

close connections, we can navigate through it all and regain
our sense of equilibrium.

The disruptions may not be fully resolved and there may be
more challenges to come, but progress toward finding balance
is well underway. And when those disruptions hit the market, it
can be hard to find our footing and stay the course. Those are
the times when sound financial advice is more valuable than
ever, as it helps us find our center, remember our plan, and

stay focused on our goals.
Please call anytime to discuss your portfolio:

 603-343-4515 or email: Eric.Wasson@AztecFG.Com.

http://www.aztecfg.com/
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Did you know...
The longest place name in the world is

85 letters long?
Unfortunately, this is one of the facts you probably can't repeat

to your friends—and that's because it's nearly impossible to
pronounce. Taumatawhakatangi hangakoauauotamatea -

turipukakapikimaunga horonukupokaiwhen uakitanatahu is
in New Zealand and is 85 letters long. And when it comes to

other super long place names, it's followed by
Llanfairpwllgwyngyllgogerychwyrndrobwllllantysiliogogogoch in

Wales,
Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg in
the U.S., Tweebuffelsmeteenskootmorsdoodgeskietfontein in
South Africa, and Azpilicuetagaraycosaroyarenberecolarre in

Spain.

50 Incredible "Did You Know" Facts That Will Astonish You — Best Life (bestlifeonline.com)

Goat Yoga at
Legacy Lane Farm

"Come Meet A
Black Person"

https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/the-10-longest-place-names-in-the-world.html
https://bestlifeonline.com/did-you-know-facts/#:~:text=50%20Incredible%20%22Did%20You%20Know%22%20Facts%20That%20Will,Each%20area%20code%20has%20792%20possible%20prefixes...%20
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/goat-yoga-at-legacy-lane-farm-tickets-396248208057?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/come-meet-a-black-person-anti-racism-virtual-series-tickets-456523412817?aff=ebdssbcitybrowse
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Where:
Legacy Lane Farm 

217 Portsmouth Avenue
Stratham, NH 03885

When:
Sun. 5th or 12th,

10:00 AM - 11:00 AM EST

Join us for an exciting goat yoga
class featuring our herd of

friendly goats! Goats are fun,
playful, loving and big or small
love to be hugged. While this
may not be the most relaxing

yoga class you've ever been to
we promise you lots of love,
smiles and laughter! A truly

memorable experience.

Anti-Racism Virtual
Series

Where:
Online

 

When: 
Sun, February 12, 

3:00 PM – 5:00 PM EST
(Every month on the 12th)

"Come Meet A Black Person" is
open to all races and

cultures and includes guest
speakers, interactive
questionnaires, open

conversations and an awesome
group of participants. We will

interact in Racism Talk Rooms
and Black Experience Rooms

as we do our part in eradicating
racism in America.

More Information More Information

David Corson -
Local Musician

Where:
The Farm Bar and Grille

25 Portland Ave,
Dover, NH 03820

When:
Thu, February 16,

at 6:00 PM

David Corson is...

A Wine Tour of
Italy
Where:

Stroll Café & Wine Bar 
15 Portwalk Place

Portsmouth, NH 03801

When:
Thu, February 23,

6:00 PM – 7:30 PM EST

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/come-meet-a-black-person-anti-racism-virtual-series-tickets-456523412817?aff=ebdssbcitybrowse
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/goat-yoga-at-legacy-lane-farm-tickets-396248208057?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/come-meet-a-black-person-anti-racism-virtual-series-tickets-456523412817?aff=ebdssbcitybrowse
https://www.davidcorson.com/tour
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/a-wine-tour-of-italy-tickets-460864497117?aff=ebdssbdestsearch


2/13/23, 10:28 AM Constant Contact

https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/campaigns/view/list 4/13

a pop singer-songwriter who
surfaced from the rural town of

Exeter, NH and currently resides
in Dover, NH. His performance,

songwriting and stage
presence are put forth with the

confidence of a seasoned
veteran of the music industry.

At this exciting wine class, you'll
learn about the main wine

regions of Italy and try some
traditional style wines from local

grapes.

See why Italy holds the place of
the world's top wine producing

country.

More Information More Information

UNDERSTANDING THE VALUE OF
MENTORSHIPS

The mentors in our lives haven’t always gone by that
title, but we’ve all had one. Whether it’s been a friend,

coach, teacher, sibling, parent, co-worker, or boss,
we’ve benefited from the guidance and

encouragement they’ve offered.
Mentoring offers a chance to both “give back” and “pay it
forward.” We tend to think of a mentor as the “giver” and the
mentee as the “receiver,” but most mentorships are a two-way
street, with both parties learning and growing. Some
mentorships can be a three-way street because of the benefits
mentoring often adds to organizations, such as facilitating the

https://www.davidcorson.com/tour
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/a-wine-tour-of-italy-tickets-460864497117?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
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growth and development of leaders, and creating a more
inclusive and collaborative environment.
Some examples of famous mentorships include:

Steve Jobs (mentor) and Mark Zuckerberg (mentee)
Warren Buffett (mentor) Bill Gates (mentee)
Maya Angelou (mentor) Oprah Winfrey (mentee)

The benefits of mentorship
As these examples illustrate, the benefits of mentorships may
be difficult to measure—but they can be bountiful. While
working together, both mentors and their mentees often realize
“It’s not where your start, it’s where you end up.”
From a mentor’s perspective, the potential benefits
include:

Gaining a new perspective by looking through the lens of
the mentee, with the opportunity for self-reflection
Building confidence by recognizing how much progress
they have made
Developing and/or improving leadership and
communications skills
Gaining satisfaction from giving back to someone else,
and seeing them succeed
Creating a lasting friendship
Expanding connections and networks

From a mentee’s perspective, the potential benefits
include:

Gaining insights and practical knowledge from a more
experienced person
Avoiding potential mistakes or errors in judgment
Increasing self-confidence and self-awareness
Improving communication skills
Identifying and correcting gaps in skills or knowledge
Creating a lasting friendship
Expanding connections and networks

Consider “giving back” and “paying it forward” by
becoming a mentor
For those who want to demonstrate how adept they are at
multi-tasking, it’s possible to “give back” and “pay it forward” at
the same time by mentoring. To learn about mentoring
opportunities near you, The Mentoring Connector offers a
national database of mentoring programs.
Important Disclosures
This material is for general information only and is not intended to provide specific advice or recommendations for any
individual. There is no assurance that the views or strategies discussed are suitable for all investors or will yield positive

https://www.mentoring.org/what-we-do/mentoring-connector/
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outcomes. Investing involves risks including possible loss of principal.

This material was prepared by LPL Financial.
Securities and advisory services offered through LPL Financial (LPL), a registered investment advisor and broker-dealer
(member FINRA/SIPC). Insurance products are offered through LPL or its licensed affiliates. To the extent you are receiving
investment advice from a separately registered independent investment advisor that is not an LPL Financial affiliate, please
note LPL Financial makes no representation with respect to such entity.

HELP PREVENT SCAMS TARGETING
OLDER ADULTS

Face it. We’re all getting older. And, while age comes
with wisdom, it can also come with vulnerability.

The National Council on Aging (NCOA) reports that scams
targeting older adults are increasing—and often leave no way
for the victims to recoup their losses. The FBI reported that
more than 92,000 victims over the age of 60 reported losses of
$1.7 billion to the FBI’s Internet Crime Complaint Center (IC3)
in 2021—a 74% increase over losses reported in 2020.
Whether we’ve reached our golden years or not, it’s helpful to
raise awareness about the types of financial scams targeting
older adults, who are often perceived by fraudsters as having
more financial assets, being more trustful, and being less likely
to report fraud or remember pertinent details of interactions.
Raising awareness may help prevent members of our family or
community from becoming victims of elder fraud. Also, many
people younger than 60 are being impacted by the same types
of scams.
Top scams targeting older adults
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In its 2021 Elder Fraud Report, the FBI used information
gathered from the Internet Crime Complaint Center (IC3) to
hone in on scams impacting victims 60 years old and older.
The top scams targeting older adults include:

Technical-support scams. Some older people aren’t
aware of the cybersecurity risks for their computers,
tablets and smart phones. If they respond to a pop-up
message, text, email, or other notification telling them to
call tech support to fix their device, it may result in a
scammer requesting remote access to the device and/or
demanding a fee to have it repaired. They may also
demand that the victim sign up for (or renew) fraudulent
software or security subscriptions. In 2021, the IC3
received 13,900 complaints from elderly victims who lost
nearly $238 million to tech-support scams—the largest
financial loss for all categories of older-adult scams that
year. One man lost $200,000 to scammers pretending to
work for a well-known antivirus company, saying they
wanted to give him a refund for unused software. In the
process, they gained access to his bank account, and he
never recovered his loss. Learn how to protect loved ones
—and yourself—from fraud
Non-payment/non-delivery scams. When someone pays
for items in advance, they trust the seller to deliver their
purchase. Unfortunately, that doesn’t always happen. Also,
when someone ships an item they sold, they expect
payment to be delivered electronically or by check. That,
too, doesn’t always happen. In 2021,13,220 victims 60
and older lost more than $52 million this way.
Identity theft. Information collected in other scams and
information burglaries (including mail theft) can provide
scammers all they need to commit fraud on existing
accounts. In 2021, 8,902 older citizens were victims,
costing them nearly $60 million.
Personal data breaches. Breaches of Facebook, Yahoo,
and other companies have also led to identity theft issues.
The FBI reported that 6,189 older citizens lost more than
$103 million in 2021 due to personal data breaches.
Confidence fraud/romance scams. In 2021, 7,658
victims age 60 and older fell victim to confidence
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fraud/romance scams, according to the FBI. The financial
losses from these scams surpassed $432 million. This
kind of scam occurs when a criminal adopts a fake identity
online, and creates the illusion that they are romantic
partners or have a close relationship with the victim. After
gaining trust, they eventually ask for money. This scam
also includes “grandparent scams,” where a criminal
impersonates a panicked or at-risk loved one—usually a
grandchild, niece, or nephew—who claims to be in trouble
and needs money immediately.
Government impersonation scams. In these crimes,
scammers call unsuspecting older adults and pretend to
be from Medicare, the Social Security Administration, or
the Internal Revenue Service (IRS). They may say that
Medicare or Social Security benefits will be cut off if the
victim doesn’t provide personal identifying information
(which can then be used to commit identity theft). Or, they
may say the victim has unpaid taxes, and that they will
arrest or deport them if they don’t immediately pay up.
They often “spoof ” the actual phone number of a
government agency, which can make victims think the call
is valid. In 2021, government impersonation scams were
reported by victims 60 and older more than 3,300 times—
with losses surpassing $69 million.
Sweepstake and lottery scams. Scammers will contact a
victim to say they’ve won a lottery or sweepstake, such as
Publishers Clearing House. They will say that if the
“winner” wants to claim their prize, they must send money
or gift cards to cover taxes and processing fees before
they can collect their winnings. In 2021, 8,902 older adults
were victims of sweepstakes and lottery scams, costing
them more than $53 million.

If you’re concerned about an older family member, call or visit
them regularly – and have conversations about the risk scams
pose to people of all ages—and how to prevent them. The best
way to protect yourself and your older family members from
being scammed is to remember the old phrases, “Better safe
than sorry” and “Err on the side of caution.” If something
sounds too good to be true, it probably isn’t true.
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What to do if you think you or a family member have been
scammed
Older Americans are sometimes hesitant to report being
scammed because they are embarrassed or ashamed. Also,
they may not know how to report it. They should call their local
police, their bank (if money has been or could be taken from
their account) and Adult Protective Services for their area.
Reporting the scam online to the Federal Trade Commission
can also provide next steps to protect the victim and help
prevent others from being scammed.
Important Disclosures
This material is for general information only and is not intended to provide specific advice or recommendations for any
individual. There is no assurance that the views or strategies discussed are suitable for all investors or will yield positive
outcomes. Investing involves risks including possible loss of principal.

This material was prepared by LPL Financial.
Securities and advisory services offered through LPL Financial (LPL), a registered investment advisor and broker-dealer
(member FINRA/SIPC). Insurance products are offered through LPL or its licensed affiliates. To the extent you are receiving
investment advice from a separately registered independent investment advisor that is not an LPL Financial affiliate, please
note LPL Financial makes no representation with respect to such entity.

HOW TO REDUCE YOUR
CREDIT CARD DEBT

As of 2020, the average credit card balance has
reached over $6,200. It is not uncommon to see

credit cards with interest rates as high as 24%, and
the higher the rate, the more you will pay over time if

only paying the minimum amount per month. As



2/13/23, 10:28 AM Constant Contact

https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/campaigns/view/list 10/13

those who follow this advice can share, the balance
never seems to go down. In fact, it often climbs much
higher because of the interest and even late fees. So

what can you do to pay down a high balance?
Step 1: Consolidate Debt
There are several banks now offering 0% APR rates for
consolidation. If you have good to excellent credit, see if you
can qualify for one of these offers. Note that the 0% APR does
not usually last forever. You may have roughly nine to 12
months to pay off the remaining balance before the bank
begins to charge an interest rate again.
 There are two main ways to consolidate your account.
You can take out a 0% interest card and transfer the balance.
Ensure the lender allows this before you open it.
Secondly, some lenders provide personal loans that you can
use to consolidate credit cards and other types of debts.
Step 2: Make a Budget
Get serious about paying off your debt as soon as possible.
Take a look at your monthly budget. If you don’t yet have a
budget, it’s time to make one. Many people are surprised to
discover where their money goes when they start to track
income and expenses.
If you have trouble doing this manually, try using an app such
as NerdWallet.
Automating the process as much as possible is always best.
What can you trim from your expenses to put toward paying
down debt faster?
Credit card debt can be an all-consuming matter that should be
addressed sooner, rather than later in life. This article outlines
steps to get started.
Step 3: Pay as Much as Possible
You can use simple methods to either save or earn enough
extra money to pay another $50 to $200 per month toward
debt. Use this money to start paying the highest-interest rate
card first and keep going. Here are some options to consider:



2/13/23, 10:28 AM Constant Contact

https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/campaigns/view/list 11/13

Ride your bike, walk, take the bus or ride the train a few
days per week.
Use pay increases, bonuses and tax refunds to pay down
debt.
Make your own lunch instead of eating out.
Bring your own coffee to work.
Start an easy side gig.
Get a roommate.

Step 4: Delay Investing
Some financial professionals advise investing first and then
paying off debt. There are pros and cons to both tactics, but
paying off debt sooner can save you a lot of money you would
otherwise waste on interest. The best way to decide is to
consider interest rate versus earning potential.
Step 5: Try To Get a Lower Rate
The good news is that you can ask the bank for a lower rate.
Getting a lower interest rate is easiest if you have good to
excellent credit, have had your account for at least a year and
it is still in good standing. Be prepared to negotiate with your
lenders as not all of them will jump at the idea of charging you
lower interest rates on what you owe.
Millions of Americans all across the country are buried in debt.
Still, there are proven ways to dig yourself out if you have the
patience and the willpower. Get more information from your
financial professional.
1.USA Today Article: Average balance hits $6,200 and limit is $31,000
2.Wallet Hub Article: Average Credit Card Interest Rates

Important Disclosures
This material is for general information only and is not intended to provide specific advice or recommendations for any
individual. There is no assurance that the views or strategies discussed are suitable for all investors or will yield positive
outcomes. Investing involves risks including possible loss of principal.

This material was prepared by LPL Financial. Securities and advisory services offered through LPL Financial (LPL), a
registered investment advisor and broker-dealer (member FINRA/SIPC). Insurance products are offered through LPL or its
licensed affiliates. To the extent you are receiving investment advice from a separately registered independent investment
advisor that is not an LPL Financial affiliate, please note LPL Financial makes no representation with respect to such entity.

At AZTEC Financial Group, we
help individual, families,

business owners and
employees manage their
financial goals through a
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comprehensive wealth
management process.

Visit Our Website

Contact Us

Eric Wasson, CFP®
Certified Financial

Planner™

Financial Consultant

Phone: (603) 343-4515
Fax: (603) 343-1863

Eric.Wasson@AztecFG.com

Our Team

Mission Statement

Products & Services

LPL Research

Resources

Past Newsletters

AztecFG.com         

The information in the newsletter was not intended to be a substitute for specific individualized tax or legal advice. We suggest
that you discuss your specific situation with a qualified tax or legal advisor.

The information contained in this newsletter email message is being transmitted to and is intended for the use of only the
individual(s) to whom it is addressed. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby advised that
any dissemination, distribution or copying of this message is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error,

please immediately delete.

The copyright protected articles were prepared by FMG Suite.

Securities and financial planning offered through LPL Financial, a Registered Investment Advisor, Member FINRA/SIPC  

AZTEC Financial Group | 660 Central Ave., Dover, NH 03820
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Try email marketing for free today!
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