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Buying a Home

Check your credit score. 

Decide if you’d like to rent or buy a home.

Research and purchase best mortgage rates.

Purchasing the perfect home is a big step for you and your family. When looking, find something that fits your 
needs that is also within your means. 

Discuss with your spouse how many kids you want to have.

Have you been saving to have a child?

Budget the cost of raising a child. 

Are you thinking about adding to your family? That’s great! Hit these checkpoints to address your fiancial 
future. 

Check with your employer about maternity leave.

Have the home you are looking at appraised and inspected. 

Get title insurance. 

Do you have enough cash for the down payment and closing costs?

Budget expenses without the income of the spouse that will be staying at home. 

Research the cost of your monthly bills (mortgage payment, utility bills, homeowner’s insurance, 
etc.).

Get pre-qualified and pre-approved for credit for your mortgage, and discuss possible mortgages 
with a mortgage banker.

Are you financially prepared for a spouse to possibly quit their job and stay at home with the child? 
Otherwise, budget child care as another potion. 
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Debt

Make a list and add up all of your debt.

Pick a debt to start with and tackle them one at a time.

Pay more than your monthly payments.

If you’ve made it this far without debt, majors kudos, but let’s keep it that way. If you do have some debt, as 
many people do, get after that debt fast and hard. 

Close any unused credit cards.

Create a debt payoff strategy.

Prioritize your debt.

Stop creating new debt.

Budget your repayments.

Lower your interest rates.

Watch your credit when you open new accounts. 
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