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Dear Fellow Investors, 
 
Prosperity is such a wonderful word. Just saying it out loud gives me a positive feeling. Images of 
abundance immediately come to mind and with it all the good things that happen when people 
have more than they need.  
 
Stability is another positive word and one I don’t hear very often. As prosperity denotes feelings 
of abundance, stability seems to denote a predictable future. Unfortunately, stability can’t be used 
to describe the financial or political realities of the day. Instead, volatility, change and progressive 
are the adjectives used to describe our current chaotic existence. 
 
There are those who wish for a period of prosperous stability, while others desire a more 
progressive change to how things are done. 
 
Is it any wonder why so many people are concerned with the future of investments while another 
group envisions the emergence of a more positive society?  It is no surprise these groups invest 
differently. Those who seek stability are rightly concerned about a market collapse. The investors 
embracing change see good things ahead and invest accordingly. There are two points of view 
and investment objectives; both groups trying to look deeply into their crystal balls to find a way 
for their money to grow. 
 
One approach is to express your point of view by balancing your investments between cash, 
bonds, stocks, real estate and other sectors. If you are excited about the current state of affairs, 
you may choose more stocks. On the other hand, if you are concerned with destabilizing events 
throughout the world, a more conservative investment mix is appropriate, even if you give up on 
some short-term profit. 
 
Prosperity and stability seem distant, but my sincere hope is one day we will celebrate their 
return. Until that day, we must not forget to review our investment mix. The days when 
investments could be made and forgotten are gone. Your investments need to be a reflection of 
your view into the future and I’m here to help you do that; lets talk.  
 
 Kindest Regards, 
 
 
 
Bruce W. Woods 
President, Woods Financial & Insurance Services 
Registered Representative, LPL Financial 
 
Enclosures 
 
The opinions voiced in this material are for general information only and are not intended to 
provide specific advice or recommendations for any individual. Investing involves risk including 
potential loss of principal. There is no guarantee that a diversified portfolio will enhance overall 
returns. 
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More of What You Want at Our Website 
www.woodsinvest.com 

 
Please take a look at the website and if you want, let us know how we can make it better for you. 
 
You can also follow us @  
 
https://www.facebook.com/WoodsFinancialAndInsuranceServices  
 
https://twitter.com/bruce_woods 
 
 

Bonds Move Ahead of Stocks – AGAIN! 
 

According to Google Finance, the Dow Jones 30 Industrial Average increased by 3.15% for the year to 
date ending August 29, 2014. Bond values as reported by Google Finance for the iShares Barclays 
Aggregate Bond Index (AGG) increased 3.34% over the same period. These performance numbers 
show bonds did better than stocks. This is an example of why a diverse portfolio is probably a good idea 
for all investors. 

Unemployment Improves – Do You Feel The Prosperity? 

Unemployment as of August 29, 2014, as reported by the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) in the U-3 & 
U-6 reports, (seasonally adjusted) were little changed at 6.1% & 12.0% respectively. Also, the 
“Participation Rate” as reported by the BLS declined to the lowest level since 1978 (Reported by “Zero 
Hedge” May 2014). The Participation Rate was 63.0% for month ended August 29, 2014. Experts 
disagree on the cause for this phenomenon, but it appears the improving unemployment numbers are not 
from improving employment, as would be logical. Instead, shrinkage in the labor force may account for 
“improving” employment numbers. Regardless of how the government tries to spin the data, the fact 
remains the labor force shrank by 988,000 people over this period. Since 2008, 92 million people have 
been taken out of the labor force. (Remember “Participation Rate” is the percent of people who are 
working or looking for work. A lower percent means more people have dropped out of that group.) 

Improved unemployment rate should mean increasing prosperity. What we are learning is a lower 
percentage of unemployed doesn’t mean more people are working. Of course, this is illogical and the 
result of political influence. One day important economic data will return to accurate meaningful 
information, but for now we must view this data with skepticism. 

http://www.woodsinvest.com/
https://www.facebook.com/WoodsFinancialAndInsuranceServices
https://twitter.com/bruce_woods


The World Is Making Investors Nervous…How About You? 

ISIS seems to be growing. Iran continues to work on Weapons of Mass Destruction. Syria is in turmoil 
and the EU is in deep debt. Our news is filled with stories that make us cringe. While we can’t forecast 
how this all will end, I am watching these developments every day. Rest assured my recommendations 
reflect a sense of concern over these critical developments. Please contact me if you would like to discuss 
my point of view on these and many other developing topics. 
 

The Amazing People We Serve 

Helping people find solutions to their challenges is much of what we do at Woods Financial and 
Insurance Services. Of course, we begin by finding investments that seem to suit our clients’ needs, but it 
doesn’t end there. In the process of determining appropriate investments, we get to know a lot about our 
clients’ lives. You are an incredible group!  You represent almost every walk of life.  There is simply not 
enough room in this newsletter to do justice to all the people we serve. 

The one common denominator is we are honored to be able to help you as you live your life. Thank you 
for allowing me to be your confidential advisor. 

California May Outlaw Plastic Grocery Bags 

Prepare for this change by getting free Woods Financial grocery bags.  These bags are smaller than the 
big ones you see around, so they are especially good for keeping the weight down. I’ll give you up to five 
bags after you review your investments with me.  This is something we need to do anyway so why not get 
reusable grocery bags?  Just call so we can schedule a meeting in person or by phone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diversification does not eliminate the risk of market loss. Investing involves risks, including loss of 
principal and fluctuating value. 
 
The opinions voiced in this material are for general information only and are not intended to provide 
specific advice or recommendations for any individual. All performance referenced is historical and is no 
guarantee of future results. All indices are unmanaged and may not be invested into directly. 
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