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WHAT
WE DO

Our people are the intellectual foun-
dation of the firm, and their skill and 
judgment is the essential ingredient in 
investment decisions. The team has 
been assembled with a multi-discipli-
narian focus, drawing on strengths in 
diverse areas such as global macro, 
technical analysis, forensic accounting, 
derivatives, manager due diligence,  
hard assets and valuation. As such, we 
are not afraid to challenge conventional 
thinking in our approach to investing. 
Our people have been selected because 
they have been high achievers and criti-
cal thinkers from different backgrounds 
– and are held to high standards in a 
demanding environment. But most 
importantly, their energy, commit-
ment, and shared values allow them to 
collaborate effectively and utilize our 
robust framework to serve our clients.
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*Private Client Services are only available to certain firms affiliated with Cetera Financial Group. 
Please contact Tower Square Investment Management LLC for more details.
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Steve Dunlap
Chief Executive Officer
TOWER SQUARE INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT

Executive Vice President, Wealth Management
CETERA FINANCIAL GROUP

Steve Dunlap is the Chief Executive Officer of Tower Square Investment 
Management, an SEC-registered investment adviser owned by Cetera Financial 
Group. He is also Executive Vice President of Wealth Management at Cetera 
Financial Group. Mr. Dunlap is responsible for leading the strategic expansion of 
Cetera Financial Group’s comprehensive wealth management services, including 
investment research and asset management. As such, he defines the business 
strategy and vision for Tower Square.

Before joining Tower Square Investment Management and Cetera Financial 
Group, Steve was a managing director for Pershing, a BNY Mellon company,  
and served as president of the firm’s Managed Investments business and 
president & CEO of Lockwood Advisors. He was responsible for the advisory, 
asset management, relationship management, product strategy, operations  
and technology functions related to delivery of managed investment solutions 
to Pershing’s broker-dealer and registered investment adviser customers.

Prior to joining Pershing, Steve served as president of Finetre Corporation, a 
venture-funded technology startup. There, he positioned the firm as a leading 
provider of online annuity and life insurance transaction processing, workflow 
management and regulatory compliance platforms to major brokerage firms and 
insurance companies. Before that he was executive vice president at Thomson 
Financial, where he was responsible for managing the business unit that pro- 
vided mutual fund and annuity research and illustration technology to major 
broker-dealers and registered investment advisers. Steve began his career at 
First Virginia Bank and later was a broker at Legg Mason Wood Walker, Inc.

Steve is active with the Financial Services Institute and the Money Management 
Institute, where he serves on the Board of Governors.

Steve earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in philosophy and economics from the 
College of William and Mary. He holds series 7, 24 and 66 securities registrations. 
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Craig Columbus is the President of Tower Square Investment Management, 
an SEC-registered investment adviser owned by Cetera Financial Group. The 
firm, led by Mr. Columbus since its founding in 2006 as First Allied Asset 
Management, Inc., oversees more than $5 billion in assets for independent 
financial advisors and their clients. A frequent guest on financial television and  
a popular conference speaker, Mr. Columbus shares his macroeconomic insights 
across a variety of leading platforms.

Mr. Columbus spent the first 10 years of his career working for some of the 
largest information and research firms in the financial industry, creating buy-
side research and innovative analytics. At Primark Corp., he served as the 
Vice President of Research for the Financial Information Division and later the 
President of Primark’s Lancer Analytics unit, overseeing teams of analysts and 
researchers creating market commentary and building proprietary models 
for use by institutional investors. Later, Mr. Columbus was the founder and 
CEO of Scorelab, Inc., an international financial algorithm and research firm 
venture backed by Primark and ultimately acquired by Thomson Financial. He 
went on to serve as Executive Vice President and Chief Market Strategist for 
Thomson’s Wealth Management unit, overseeing research and analytic product 
development. Throughout these roles, Mr. Columbus became a recognizable 
Wall Street commentator, appearing as a special contributor every week on 
CNBC’s Power Lunch for seven years.

Mr. Columbus previously served as both a professor and department chair at 
Grove City College (Grove City, Pa.), a private liberal arts institution established 
in 1876. He has also been a research fellow at the Center for Vision and Values, 
a policy think tank committed to free-market principles. In 2007, Mr. Columbus 
received the Achievement Award by Penn State’s Smeal College of Business for 
contributions to the field of finance. He also co-authored the popular financial 
reform book, “God and Man on Wall Street: The Conscience of Capitalism” 
(BrickTower). He is an active member of the Pennsylvania bar.

Follow @craig_columbus on Twitter.

President

Craig E. Columbus
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Jeffrey Mindlin serves as Tower Square Investment Management’s Executive 
Director and Chief Investment Officer. In this capacity, Mr. Mindlin is responsible 
for the portfolio management team and its efforts, including portfolio selection, 
trading, proprietary money management and product development. He helps 
oversee the investment committee and their commitment to delivering thought 
leadership on the economy, financial markets and investment strategies, as well 
as implementation and practice recommendations for advisors.

He served as Chief Investment Officer at First Allied Asset Management, which 
integrated into Tower Square Investment Management in 2015. Prior to joining 
First Allied, Mr. Mindlin was the Director of Research and Co-Portfolio Manager 
of Greenbook Investment Management, Inc., where he was instrumental in 
the design of sophisticated, proprietary investment strategies. Before that, he 
worked as the Assistant Portfolio Manager and Senior Financial Engineer for 
Pinnacle Investment Advisors, LLC, which operated a hedge fund and a series of 
managed accounts for institutional and high-net-worth clients, and sub-advised 
a publicly traded mutual fund. Previously, Mr. Mindlin was the Manager of 
Financial Engineering at Camelback Research, leading the development of several 
successful institutional-grade quantitative products, including the popular MSN 
Money StockScouter system.

Mr. Mindlin also earned the Chartered Financial Analyst® (CFA) designation. 
He obtained bachelor’s degrees in economics and in finance from the College of 
Business Honor’s Program at Arizona State University, where he also received  
the prestigious Moore Award.

Executive Director & Co-Chief Investment Officer

Jeffrey J. Mindlin, CFA®
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Gene Goldman is responsible for the strategic direction and continued 
growth of the firm’s research offerings. His role includes setting the vision 
for superior research capabilities and enabling the delivery of objective 
investment advice. He provides day-to-day oversight of Tower Square’s 
investment research offerings, which focus on providing unbiased research 
about the economy and financial markets, asset allocation strategies, mutual 
funds and other investment related topics. Mr. Goldman also helps oversee 
the investment committee and their commitment to delivering thought 
leadership on the economy, financial markets and investment strategies, as 
well as implementation and practice recommendations for advisors.

Mr. Goldman has more than 20 years of experience in the development of 
investment strategies, money manager research and overseeing investment 
analysts. Previously, he was a vice president and market strategist with LPL 
Financial in the research investor strategy group, where he helped in the devel-
opment and articulation of market and investment strategies. Before this role, 
Mr. Goldman served as lead strategist in the manager strategy group, where 
he supervised the research and analysis performed by the team’s analysts in 
the LPL Financial centrally managed and open architecture mutual fund and 
separately managed account platforms.

Prior to joining LPL Financial in 1996, he spent two years at Liberty Financial, 
where he was a mutual fund product analyst within the Research Department.

Mr. Goldman received his Bachelor of Science degree in engineering from 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute in Worcester, MA, and his Master of Business 
Administration with a concentration in finance from Northeastern University 
in Boston. He also holds a Chartered Financial Analyst® (CFA) certification 
and Series 7 and 63 securities registrations.

Co-Chief Investment Officer & Director of Research

Gene Goldman, CFA®
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Lon Gerber serves as Chief Operating Officer for Tower Square Investment 
Management. He also served as COO at First Allied Asset Management 
which integrated into Tower Square in 2015. Previously, Mr. Gerber spent 
more than 10 years at Thomson Financial, a leading provider of information 
and technology solutions to the worldwide financial community. In this 
capacity, he was responsible for directing analytic product development for 
the wealth management division. During his time at Thomson, Mr. Gerber 
was highly regarded for his expertise in the area of insider-trading analysis 
and regularly appeared in the financial media, including The Wall Street 
Journal, Barron’s and Forbes, among many others. 

Mr. Gerber began his career in the banking industry as a financial analyst 
for Citibank, where he was responsible for revenue forecasting for its U.S. 
consumer and commercial lending products. Mr. Gerber earned a Bachelor 
of Science in finance from Binghamton University and an MBA degree from 
Penn State University.

Chief Operating Officer

Lon J. Gerber
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Barton Liro is Tower Square’s Investment Director. In this role, Mr. Liro 
sits on the investment committee and is responsible for providing in- 
sight into the firm’s investment strategies to financial advisors and their 
clients. In that capacity, he meets with financial advisors to assist in  
the implementation of sophisticated investment strategies offered by 
Tower Square. 

Previously, Mr. Liro served as the Director of Advisory Services at 
Investors Capital Corporation, an affiliated investment adviser and 
registered broker-dealer, where he was responsible for overseeing 
distribution, business development, product creation and investment 
advisory relationship management. Additionally, Mr. Liro acted as the 
lead Portfolio Strategist for Investors Capital Corporation’s Mutual  
Fund and exchange traded fund wrap portfolios. Prior to those 
responsibilities, he held investment research and advisory sales roles.

Mr. Liro earned a Bachelor of Science in Economics and Bachelor of 
Business Administration with a minor in Finance from Saint Michael’s 
College. He holds Series 6, 7, and 66 securities registrations.

Investment Director

Barton T. Liro
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Thomas Samuelson serves as a Senior Portfolio Manager, overseeing several 
of Tower Square’s most innovative stock selection strategies. He also served as 
Senior Portfolio Manager at First Allied Asset Management, which integrated  
into Tower Square Investment Management in 2015. Previously, Mr. Samuelson 
served as Portfolio Manager at Invesco Funds Group for a diversified long/ 
short fund and a sector energy fund, where he improved the energy fund’s  
Lipper peer group ranking from bottom-quartile to upper-quartile while its 
assets grew to more than $330 million. He also served as President and Portfolio 
Manager for Denver Energy Advisors, where he managed separate accounts for 
large institutional clients such as the Notre Dame endowment. Mr. Samuelson  
received his derivatives experience from Suisse Bank Corp (previously O’Connor  
& Associates), where he managed proprietary funds for the bank.

He began his career as a high-yield bond analyst for Duff & Phelps in Chicago  
and later became a partner of the firm. Mr. Samuelson received a Bachelor of 
Science in engineering and an MBA from the University of Tulsa.

Additionally, he is one of a few people worldwide who have earned both  
the Chartered Financial Analyst® (CFA) and Chartered Market Technician®  
(CMT) designations.

Senior Portfolio Manager

Thomas R. Samuelson, CFA®, CMT®
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Brian Wright serves as a Senior Portfolio Manager, contributing his unique 
fundamental analysis skills to all strategies that utilize individual stocks. 
He also directly oversees our longest running strategy. He also served as 
Senior Portfolio Manager at First Allied Asset Management which integrated 
into Tower Square Investment Management in 2015. Mr. Wright has more 
than a decade of industry experience. Previously, he served as a trader with 
Pinnacle Investment Advisors, where he helped oversee a family of hedge 
funds, institutional separate accounts, and a publicly traded mutual fund. Mr. 
Wright was also an Analyst with a boutique research firm where he focused on 
forensic accounting and earnings-quality-related research. He was one of the 
first analysts to raise questions about the accounting practices and viability  
of Krispy Kreme as early as 2003. Mr. Wright graduated magna cum laude 
from Boston University and later earned the Chartered Financial Analyst®  
(CFA) designation.

Senior Portfolio Manager

Brian D. Wright, CFA®
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Collin Martin is an Portfolio Manager, working closely with clients and 
advisors in our Private Client offering*.  He also served as an Assistant 
Portfolio Manager at First Allied Asset Management which integrated 
into Tower Square Investment Management in 2015. Prior to joining the 
asset management arm, Mr. Martin worked at First Allied Securities 
where he worked in Quality Assurance providing operational analysis and 
developing profitability models. Mr. Martin graduated cum laude from 
the Max M. Fisher College of Business at The Ohio State University and 
earned the Chartered Financial Analyst® (CFA) designation.

*Private Client Services are only available to certain firms affiliated with Cetera Financial 
Group. Please contact Tower Square Investment Management LLC for more details.

Portfolio Manager

Collin Martin, CFA®
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Suehyun Kim’s primary responsibility is the coverage of asset managers who focus 
on investment in public equities. Suehyun brings more than 15 years of investment 
expertise to Tower Square Investment Management, with a primary focus on equity 
mutual funds. Her research helps advisors sift through thousands of available funds 
and understand both the fundamentals of investing and the nuances of various 
fund classes, to help make the best decisions for their clients. Suehyun represents 
Tower Square Investment Management at various advisor events and meetings 
throughout the year, and is also reached out for one-on-one consultations.

Prior to joining Tower Square Investment Management, Suehyun was a director 
of research, equity analyst with Global Fund Group, LLC, and an equity research 
associate at Capital Investment Research Inc. Before relocating to Los Angeles, she 
was an investment analyst with Millgate Capital in New York, a hedge fund focused 
on international investment. She previously was on the Morgan Stanley Asset 
Management Special Value team as an investment analyst covering small- and 
mid-cap domestic equities. She has spent more than a decade working in financial 
services as a fundamental equity investment analyst on long-only, long/short and 
sector rotation strategies. She earned her Master of Business Administration with 
a dual specialization in financial instruments and entertainment/media/technology 
from New York University’s Stern School of Business. Suehyun is a member of the 
New York Society of Security Analysts and 100 Women in Hedge Funds.

Investment Research Director

Suehyun Kim
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Hristo Stefanov is primarily responsible for the research, selection and ongoing 
oversight of alternative mutual funds. His role includes generating actionable 
insight on a variety of broad market topics and on specific fixed income and 
alternative investment styles. He also focuses on providing unbiased research 
about the economy and financial markets, and is involved in the strategic and 
tactical positioning of Tower Square Investment Management’s asset allocation 
strategies. He assists financial advisors helping them understand how alterna-
tive investments fit into portfolio strategy, as well as how to allocate portfolios 
for alternative investments. Hristo is actively involved in meeting with financial 
advisors in person and through conference calls to address overall market out-
look, mitigating risk, and portfolio construction.

Hristo has more than 12 years of experience in investment oversight, manager 
selection and monitoring, and investment platform positioning. He earned his 
Master of Business Administration with a concentration in finance from the 
University of California, Riverside. He also holds a Chartered Financial Analyst® 
(CFA) certification and is a candidate for the Chartered Alternative Investment 
Analyst℠ (CAIA) designation.

Investment Research Director

Hristo Stefanov, CFA®, CAIA®
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Brian Klimke is primarily responsible for the research, selection and ongoing 
oversight of fixed income mutual funds. His role includes generating action- 
able insight on a variety of broad market topics and on specific fixed income 
investment styles. He is also involved in the strategic and tactical positioning of  
Tower Square Investment Management’s asset allocation strategies. By helping 
provide the underlying research that allows for greater diversification for small 
accounts, Brian assists advisors to create a scalable business, navigate interest 
rates and bond prices, with special attention to more tax sensitive situations. 
Brian has more than 10 years of experience in investment oversight, monitoring 
and investment platform positioning. Before joining Tower Square Investment  
Management, he served as director of investment research at Transamerica, 
where he played an integral role in the development of the Transamerica  
Financial Advisors’ asset allocation models and proprietary ETF portfolios.  
He has worked in the financial services industry since 1999. Brian earned his 
bachelor of business administration degree, majoring in finance, from the  
University of Wisconsin, Madison. He holds the Series 7, 24, 27, 63 and 87  
registrations and is a Chartered Financial Analyst® (CFA).

Investment Research Director

Brian Klimke, CFA®
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Rick helps manage many of the ETF-wrap strategies. He brings his research 
to both advisors and clients through commentaries customized to various 
broker-dealer practices, where he leverages his background in both trading 
and research. Rick produces the Daily Market Briefing, which is provided to all 
financial advisors affiliated with the firms of Cetera Financial Group. In addition, 
he is responsible for the Vantage Point and TowerView publications, which are 
available for advisors to share with their clients. Prior to his current role, he 
was equity research director at PrimeVest Financial Services Inc. (now Cetera 
Investment Services LLC), founding the department in 1998. Rick has more than 
a decade of equity research experience and more than 20 years of Wall Street 
trading experience.

Investment Research Director

Rick Anderson


